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~Preface~  

 I have been raised in a Christian family and have known I have a savior for as long as I can 

remember.  I have always said that if someone put a gun to my head and asked me if I was a 

Christian, I would die for the Lord.  However, it wasnôt until I received Mononucleosis, the 

Epstein Bar Virus, and then was diagnosed with Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, that I would fully 

understand what it meant to die for Christ. 

 

 It is easy to say that you would die for Christ if the time ever came, but your true loyalty to 

the Lord comes when you are willing to live for Christ.  This is a lesson I have learned through 

the calling of Jesus Christ.  ñAnd we know that in all things God works for the good of those 

who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.  For those God foreknew he 

also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 

among many brothers.  And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also 

justified; those he justified, he also glorifiedò (Romans 8:28-30).     

 

 I was 16 when the Lord first called me.  I gave Him my life to be used in building His 

kingdom in the summer, and in the fall I began to get sick.  I continually got sicker, until I had to 

give up high school sports, including a rodeo scholarship.  Sports were very important to me 

throughout high school and it was very tough for me to give them up.  I looked to the doctors and 

they told me there was not much they could do.  They said I would need to learn to manage my 

sickness in order to get on with my life.   

 

 The prognosis was not good.  The doctors said if I managed it correctly, in five years I might 

be back to fifty percent; in ten years, seventy-five percent, and in twenty years, I would be the 

same as the rest of the people my own age.  The medical field gave me no hope.  It had been a 

virus that depleted my immune system and caused me to become very weak.  Once my immune 

system went down, my body could not fight off harmful substances and my internal organs had 

trouble operating the way they should; causing me to remain sick.  Herbal pills helped my 

immune system to gain some strength back and helped my organs to function a little better.  

However, I still remained very weak.    

 

 I knew that the Lord had let a sickness fall upon me and I knew that He could heal me.  

However, I was a little bitter about having to give everything up, and I was not ready to come 

running back to Him yet.  It took me a while of running around in my weakening flesh, trying to 

find comfort everywhere else, before I came back to the Lord.  Finally, I came to the point where 

I could run no longer.  

 

  Although, I did not know it at the time, I needed a new organ that was vital to my recovery; I 

needed a new heart.  Through a man in Christ, the Lord took out my heart of stone and gave me a 

new heart to serve Him.  All along, I had thought it had been my body that had failed me, but in 

all reality, it was my heart.  It was from that moment on, that I noticed I started to recover from 

my sickness.   

 

 The Lord has given me a great gift.  Although my flesh is weak, when I seek Him I receive 

strength.  ñTo keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great 
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revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me.  

Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.  But he said to me, óMy grace 

is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.ô  Therefore I will boast all 

the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christôs power may rest on meò (2 

Corinthians 12:7-9).  The Lord has not totally healed my flesh from this sickness yet, but when 

I am seeking Him, I am strengthened.  The Lord has called me and He knows I have the attention 

span of a five-year-old on a sugar high.  To ensure that I stay on the right path, He has given me 

a thorn in my flesh; that I must seek His spirit.  ñThat is why, for Christôs sake, I delight in 

weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.  For when I am weak, 

then I am strongò (2 Corinthians 12:10).  His spirit is where I have learned to find comfort and 

this is where He has revealed Himself to me.     

 

 I am excited to be an instrument for God.  I have given Him my life and I will follow Him 

wherever He chooses to lead me.  However, I feel I suffer from a little ADD.  I feel like a Border 

Collie pup who set out to do a job with his Master; raring to please Him.  I see the cows and am 

obeying the commands one minute and the next minute, I am chasing a deer over a hill, with God 

shaking His head at me.  God then grabs me by the ears and shakes me around a little bit.  Then I 

remember what we set out to do; weôre moving cows!   

 

 I then dive back in, trying to please Him and I work like a charm.  That is, until I see a rabbit 

go running by me and then I am off again.  Godôs love never ceases to amaze me.  He is patient 

and when I have returned from chasing the distraction, He is waiting to pick up where we left 

off.  The consequences of chasing distractions are not fun, so I am trying to learn to stay focused 

on the will of my Master.    

 

 I can really relate to one of Jesusô disciples, Peter.  One minute Jesus is telling him that upon 

his revelation He was going to build His church, ñAnd I tell you that you are Peter, and on 

this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome itò (Matthew 

16:18), and the next, He says, ñGet behind me, Satan!  You are a stumbling block to me; you 

do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of menò (Matthew 16:23).  Peter also 

tried to defend Jesus by chopping an ear off one of the guards who was seizing Him, ñThen the 

men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him.  With that, one of Jesusô companions 

reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his 

earò (Matthew 26:50-51).  And in Matthew 26:69-75 Peter disowned Jesus three times.  Peter 

matured in his walk with the Lord, and God was able to use him in amazing ways.  I give my life 

to God, that He may guide me to maturity and that I may live the life He has called me to live. 

                

 This book is what the Lord has shown me, and what I have experienced, in my walk with 

Him.  The Lord did not reveal these things to me because I have lived a righteous life; that is 

certainly not true.  I have hit the bars with the same intensity that I have charged after the Lord.  

However, God is changing me; I love Him and want to give Him my life.  I believe the Lord has 

revealed Himself to me because I have been willing to leave everything behind and climb the 

mountain to experience Him; just as Moses did.  I hunger and thirst for what Moses tasted and I 

have come boldly to the throne to receive it.  I often get distracted, but He is always changing 

me, conforming me to the likeness of His son, ñFor those God foreknew he also predestined 
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to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 

brothersò (Romans 8:29), and I want nothing more than to please Him.  

 

 We are all called to be a light for Christ.  ñélet your light shine before men, that they 

may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heavenò (Matthew 5:16).  However, God 

uses us all in different ways.  I asked the Lord how He wanted to use me one time and He told 

me I was to use horses to bring people closer to Him.  I teach the colt starting classes at MSU 

and the Lord has helped me develop a very simple way of teaching the class; the teachings of 

Jesus Christ.  I have learned a lot both directly and indirectly from Tom Dorrance (indirectly), 

Ray Hunt (my grandfather), and Martin Black (my father), and I would not be where I am today 

without the teachings of these men.  I owe these men a great deal of credit for what little I have 

been able to absorb from them.  I say ñwhat little I have absorbedò because I have been blessed 

with the opportunity to be raised around some great horsemen and if I would have absorbed even 

a quarter of their talent, I should be a lot further from where I am today.  These men, along with 

many others, have had a great impact in my life in setting a foundation for understanding the 

horse.  However, my greatest teacher has been Jesus Christ.  I give God all the glory and the 

praise for where I am today.        

 

  The biggest limiting factor in helping my students progress in their horsemanship is the 

inability to communicate with the horse and learning how to change their perspective.  They 

must learn how to quit focusing on job completion and begin riding in perfection.  This is what I 

try to teach them in my class.  I am not interested in job completion; but perfection.  Everything 

that I teach in my class is a parable to help them come into perfection in Christ Jesus, ñWe 

proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present 

everyone perfect in Christò (Colossians 1:28).  This book is not meant to teach you about God, 

but to help you realize that we can be taught by God and inspire you to go boldly to the throne to 

be taught.  The biggest limiting factor with my students is lack of communication and the biggest 

limiting factor in our relationship with God is a lack of communication.  One of my goals in this 

book is to help you realize what is holding you back from communicating with your horse, but 

more importantly to help you realize what is holding you back from communicating with God.       

 

 In 2007 I was competing at a PRCA rodeo in Miles City, MT and was fighting my head 

pretty badly before getting on my horse.  I was trying to picture a perfect saddle bronc ride and 

trying to get all the rides of imperfection out of my mind.  I was trying to stand on Scripture to 

psych myself up and give me strength and energy.  However, I kept feeling tired and weak, and I 

could not get my mind off all the rides of imperfection.  I knew if I got on my saddle bronc in 

this mindset it was not going to be very pretty.  So I snuck away and laid down in our rodeo rig 

and submitted everything into the Lordôs hands.  

 

  I laid everything at His feet and prayed for the Lordôs help.  As I began to pray, I could feel 

the Lordôs presence begin to saturate my body taking away all my cares and worries, leaving me 

with total peace.  I quit looking at everything from my perspective and started to feel total 

comfort knowing that everything was in Godôs hands.  The Lord redirected my focus from 

selfish ambitions (riding broncs) to a heavenly perspective (building the Kingdom).  The Lord 

opened my eyes and showed me a vision concerning the hearts of the men behind the bucking 

chutes. 
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 The Lord showed me how many of them had received a little spark for Him, but the spark 

had never been fanned giving it the opportunity to grow.  He told me to ñfan the flame.ò  The 

Holy Spirit is like a mighty wind and will bring life to a tiny spark, igniting an all-consuming 

fire.  As the Lord began to speak to me giving me direction for my life, I became sanctified by 

the word of God, ñFor it is sanctified by the word of God and prayerò (1 Timothy 4:5 KJV), 

and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  ñFor you shall receive power after the Holy Ghost has 

come upon youò (Acts 1:8).     
 

 I jumped out of the seat of the car and with a new perspective on life prepared to get on my 

horse.  I was no longer tormented by rides of imperfection, but filled with the all-consuming 

peace and joy of the Holy Spirit.  I climbed on my horse with the mindset of having fun and 

riding entirely for the Lord.  The Lord blessed me with an 83-point spur ride which won the 

rodeo and let me take home the first place check.       

 

 This is what I hope the Lord is able to give you after reading this book; an open line of 

communication.  ñMy sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow meò (John 

10:27 KJV).  God has not called me to preach the Gospel, but to demonstrate the Gospel.  I am 

only called to prepare the way for the teacher.  I am called to help people come into the fullness 

of the New Covenant and be taught by God.  I am called to introduce people to the Holy Spirit 

and God has showed me He will do the rest.  Just like a person must prepare a colt before he can 

start to communicate with them, I am called to show people how to prepare themselves so that 

they may start communicating with God.  God wants to communicate with us, we just need to be 

ñwillingò and then able.  It is so simple; the things that hold us back from communicating with 

our horse are the same things that hold us back from communicating with God.   

 

 Seven years ago the Lord told me, ñWrite down the words that I have given you, that they 

may know I am God.ò  In 2002 the Lord showed me a vision of Amaia (my wife) and me 

walking to Bozeman, MT and opening a book.  Once we opened the book, fire came out of the 

book and people started to gather around the fire dancing and the fire spread across the state.  

Originally, I thought the book was a Bible, meaning God wanted me to start a Bible study.  

However, I believe that the book that I was supposed to open in Montana is this book.  A year 

ago the Lord gave me another vision where I was riding in a boat with my friends.  Jesus then 

walked out on the water, grabbed my hand and led me across the water.  Once I had reached the 

shore I started handing out books.  I have stepped out of the boat, relying on God that He will 

take care of me as a minister of Christ and these are the books that I have been called to hand 

out.  ñSo do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner.  But 

join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, who has saved us and called 

us to a holy life ï not because anything we have done but because of his own purpose and 

graceò (2 Timothy 1:8-9).   
 

 I hope after reading this book you will have a better understanding of how to eliminate the 

resistance that is holding you back from Returning to Eden:  True Unity and Willing 

Communication.  
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Introduction   
 Is God real, or is He just an imaginary friend for grown ups?  I think this is a very good 

question and it all depends on who you ask.  Some people believe that God does not exist; some 

believe in some kind of a higher power, and some believe in the God of Abraham.   

 

 There are 3.8 billion people in the world that believe in the God of Adam, Noah, Abraham, 

and Moses.  The 3 primary religions are Islam, Judaism, and Christianity.  Followers of Islam 

number 1.2 billion and make up 19.6% of the worldôs population.  Muslims believe that the 

Jewish god is the same as their god and that Jesus is a divinely inspired prophet, but not God.  

Muslims revere the Qur'an as the final uncorrupted word of God or the last testament brought 

through the last prophet, Muhammad.  Muhammad is regarded as the "Seal of the Prophets" and 

Islam is viewed as the final monotheist faith for all of humanity (Wikipedia, 2008).  Islamic 

beliefs are segregated into 4 major denominations.    

 

  Judaism followers total 14.5 million and make up 0.2% of the worldôs population.  Jewish 

theology is based on the Hebrew Bible, where the nature and commandments of God are 

revealed through the writings of Moses, the Torah, and the writings of the prophets, psalmists 

and other ancient canonized scriptures, together with the Torah known as the Tanakh. 

Additionally, it usually has a basis in its Oral Law, as recorded in the Mishnah and Gemora 

which form the Talmud (Wikipedia, 2008).  Jewish theology does not revere Jesus as God or an 

inspired prophet, but believes that someday the Messiah will return.  Judaism has separated into 

5 main branches or denominations.         

 

 Christianity followers number 2.03 billion and make up 33% of the worldôs population.  

Christians believe that the god worshipped by the faithful Hebrew people of the pre-Christian era 

has always revealed Himself as He did through Jesus; but this was never obvious until the Word 

of the Lord, the revelation of God, became flesh and dwelt among us (see John 1).  Also, despite 

the fact that the Angel of the Lord spoke to the Patriarchs revealing God to them, it has always 

been only by the spirit of God granting them understanding, that men have been able to perceive 

afterward that they had been visited by God Himself.  After Jesus was raised from the deadð

according to Christian scripturesðthis ancient Hebrew witness of how God reveals Himself as 

Messiah came to be seen in a very different light.  It was then that Jesus' followers began to 

speak widely of Him as God himself (see John 20:28; Wikipedia, 2008).  Christianity has 

divided into 300 branches making up 38,000 denominations.   

 

 Is the God of Abraham the same God that sent His son Jesus Christ?  If He is, then why donôt 

the Jews and the Muslims believe in Him?  Is Christ the only way to heaven?  Is there any way 

of truly knowing who is right and who has the answers?  If Christianity is right, and there are 

38,000 different denominations that claim to follow Christ, which one of them has the answers?  

If Christianity is right, does God want His church divided into 38,000 different denominations?   

 

 ñI appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree 

with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be 

perfectly united in mind and thought.  My brothers, some from the Chloeôs household have 

informed me that there are quarrels (debates) among you.  What I mean is this:  One says, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslim
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qur%27an
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_Bible
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moses
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prophet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanakh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oral_Law
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mishnah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talmud
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
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ñI follow Paulò; another ñI follow Apollosò; another, ñI follow Cephasò; still another, ñI 

follow Christ.ò  Is Christ divided?  Was Paul crucified for you?  Were you baptized in the 

name of Paul?ò (1 Corinthians 1:10-13).     

 

 There are 38,000 denominations that believe different things and claim that Christ is the head 

of the Church.  It looks to me like Christ is divided among the Christians.  I am not talking about 

Godôs children meeting in different places to be taught by the teacher (Holy Spirit ï John 14:26) 

and follow the priest of the New Covenant, Jesus Christ (Hebrew 9:11).  No, it would be hard to 

fit 2.03 billion people in the same building.  I am talking about 2.03 billion people segregated 

into 38,000 different denominations all believing different things, following different doctrines.  

If all 38,000 denominations follow Jesus, then why do they all believe different things and teach 

different doctrines?  Is it even possible to think that all of Godôs children could believe the same 

thing and become united in Christ Jesus?   

 

 Who do you belong to?  Who do you follow?  Do you believe in the God of Abraham?  Do 

you believe that there is a higher power?  Do you follow the beliefs of the atheists?  Do you 

follow the religious beliefs of the big bang theory?  Where do you put your faith?  Whose 

teachings do you follow?  Do you follow the beliefs of the Catholics, Lutherans, Baptists, 

Presbyterians, Mormons, or Quakers?  There are 38,000 different denominations, and if you 

believe in God you more than likely belong to one of them.    

 

 Is it possible to have answers for our questions about God, or will we never really know until 

we die?  Is it possible in this life for our beliefs to become reality?  Is there any way of truly 

knowing?  If there is a higher power, can He speak to His people?  If He can speak to His people, 

does He want to?  If He can speak to His people and He wants to speak to His people, why canôt 

His people hear Him and why is there confusion and division among His children?  Hopefully 

this book will help answer some of these questions.      

 

 For eighteen years I believed in the God of Abraham and I believed in Christ.  I thanked Him 

for the past and looked forward to the future.  I thanked God for sending His son to die for my 

sins and I looked forward to the day when I would get to meet Him face to face.  I knew God in 

the past and I looked forward to knowing Him in the future.  However, I never knew we could 

know Him in the present.  This book is what I have learned regarding God in the present.  I never 

knew that God could be so real in the present.  Below are some words that I heard as I was riding 

a colt one day.  I wrote down the words the Lord had given me and was amazed at how real He 

could be, even while I was riding a colt.  These are the words that He gave me that day:   

 

Simplicity-  

 

Those who seek answers often never find solutions,  

For the solution comes to those who wait patiently upon the Lord. 

 

If you are hungry do not leave the table until you are fed, 

Lest you leave discontented and die from starvation. 

 

Turn to man with a problem and receive numerous answers, 
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Turn to God and receive the solution. 

 

Do not cheat off your neighbor or you may get caught in a lie, 

Raise your hand and the Teacher will help.   

 

If the road to take seems unclear in your mind, 

Open your eyes before you get lost.   

 

Confusion leads the blind into destruction, 

But, simplicity is for they who find peace in the Shepherd.   

 

 Another time as I was praying, I tried to think about God from the different perspectives of 

the people around the world.  God showed me that there were basically 3 kinds of people; those 

who do not believe in God, those who believe in God, and those who know God.  As I started to 

write, God began to speak through my pen and I began to feel the emotions of God.  To the first 

group I felt Godôs pain and suffering and I started to cry.  To the second group I could feel Godôs 

anger and disappointment; and to the last group, I could feel the overflowing love and excitement 

God had towards them.       

 

GOD speaks to His children- 

 

Am I real?  Do I exist?  Am I just a fairy tale passed down through the generations? 

 

It depends on who you ask.   

 

Some say that I am not real.  They say, ñI can not see you.  Therefore you do not exist.ò 

 

-To them I say, ñOpen your eyes my child, I am right in front of you.  Open your heart and you 

will see me.  I swear to you by the blood of my only begotten son, I do exist.  He is the way, the 

truth, and the life; no one can come to me, but through Him.  If you would only open your heart, 

you could see Him and you would know I am real.ò   

 

Some say they know I am real.  They say, ñWe know you are real, because we believe in the 

promise of our fathers.  Our fathers said you are real and we have faith in our fathers.ò 

 

-To them I say, ñGet away from me, you that love sin.  You do not know me; if you knew me 

you would know my son and I would see Him in you.  When I look at you, I see the son of 

perdition not the son of righteousness.  I do not exist in the promise of your fathers, I exist in my 

son.  He is the priest of the New Covenant.  If the spirit of my son lives in you, then I exist in 

you.  He in Me and you in Him and we are all in one.  How do you not know this?  Who has 

taught you?  I told you I would send you the Teacher (Holy Spirit).  Whose pupil are you?  If you 

knew me, you would know my son.  Return to your first love and I will return to you.  I do not 

dwell in temples made with hands, I dwell in you.ò 

 

Yet some say, ñI want to know you.  Show me that you are real, show me your glory.ò 
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-To them I say, ñTake the keys to the kingdom of heaven.  I look for such as you.  I will show 

myself to you.  I will teach you.  Oh my precious child come to me, the door is open.  You know 

the door, you have the key, come unto me and I will make my abode in you.ò 

 

Am I real?  Do I exist?  Am I a fairy tale passed down through the generations? 

 

It depends on who you ask.   

 

Some say no, because they cannot see me.  They are blind.  

Some say yes, because they have faith in someone who saw me.  Yet they are still blind. 

However, some say, I want to know you.   

They shall see me, they will know me, they shall see in a new light.   

 

Am I real?  Do I exist? 

 

Ask me!  I will always tell you the truth.  I will show you I am real, and that you may believe 

and not be deceived.  Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 

things shall be added unto you.  Ask and you shall receive, seek and you will find, knock and the 

door will be opened.  ---------   

 

 More than likely there will probably be things in this book, which will not line up with what 

you have been taught, or what you believe.  That is ok; my goal for this book is not to have you 

adopt my beliefs.  My goal for this book is to help you realize that God can speak to His people 

and inspire you to go to Him.  Then, that you will learn to hear Him speak, and have Him tell you 

what to believe.  I have believed in God my whole life and I never doubted He was real.  I 

always believed in His omnipresence - ñGod is everywhere, whether we can sense Him or notò 

(Nori, His Manifest Presence, 1988).  However, I never knew we could constantly experience 

His manifest presence in our life.  ñHis manifest presence is revealed whenever He makes 

Himself real to you, personally in your spirit and you know without a shadow of a doubt God has 

spoken to your heartò (Nori, His Manifest Presence, 1988).  The God of Abraham is a real and 

living God and His presence can guide His children today, in the same real way He led the 

Israelites out of Egypt. 

   

 ñBy day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way 

and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night.  

Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of the fire by night left its place in front of 

the peopleò (Exodus 13:21-22).  God is real and the kicker is He wants to show us He is real.   

However, we have to be willing to go to Him.  If Godôs children would only pray the prayer of 

Moses, ñIf you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to 

find favor with youò (Exodus 33:13).  If we would only ask for the heart and desire of Moses.  

ñIf your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here.  How will anyone know 

that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us?  What else will 

distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?ò (Exodus 

33:15-16).  ñThen Moses said, ñNow show me your glory (manifest presence)ò (Exodus 

33:18).  Have you ever prayed that prayer?  Once we begin to pray with the heart of Moses, our 

lives will never be the same again.     
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 See what Rahab the spy had to say about the God of Abraham, ñWe have heard how the 

Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you 

did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you 

completely destroyed.  When we heard of it, our hearts melted and everyoneôs courage 

failed because of you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth 

belowò (Joshua 2:10-11).                  
 

 Do people say that about your God?  Do people fear your God?  There undoubtedly is a lot of 

confusion about God in the world we live in today.  People are confused because instead of 

praying Mosesô prayer, we are content sitting around talking about God.  We discuss and 

interpret what our fathers had to say about God, instead of listening to what He has to say about 

Himself.  As with anything in life, if we are confused by the interpretation, we should go to the 

source.  I am here to tell you that my God is real!  We can go to Him and He can speak to us.  I 

serve the God of Elijah!  In 1 Kings 18:22-39, Elijah thought he was the only prophet of God left 

alive and there were 450 prophets serving Baal.  Elijah told them to get 2 bulls and they would 

each put a bull on their altar.  ñThen you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the 

name of the Lord.  The god who answers by fireðhe is Godò (1 Kings 18:24).  Elijah and the 

followers of Baal each prepared their sacrifice on the altar and the worshippers of Baal called out 

first to their god.  They cried out constantly from morning till evening and slashed themselves 

with swords and spears, as was their custom, until blood flowed.  But nothing happened.   

 

 Then Elijah told them to drench the altar of the Lord with water and fill the trench 

surrounding the altar with water.  He then stepped up and prayed, ñO Lord, God of Abraham, 

Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your 

servant and have done all these things at your command.  Answer me, O Lord, answer me, 

so these people will know that you, O Lord, are God, and that you are turning their hearts 

back again.ò  ñThen the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the 

stones, and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench.  When all the people saw 

this, they fell prostrate and cried.  óThe LordðHe is God!  The LordðHe is God!ôò (1 

Kings 18:36-39).  God is unable to show Himself to His people if we are unwilling to look to 

Him.  All it takes is one prayer, one prayer calling out to truly know God.  God is waiting and 

looking for those people.  Have you ever called out desperately wanting to know the God of 

Elijah?   

 

 As long as we are content sitting around talking about God, it is awfully hard to hear from 

God Himself.  If everyone; Jews, Muslims, Christians, higher power believers, and the atheists, 

would only call out wanting to know God with an open heart, He would reveal Himself and there 

would be no more division.  Division comes from man interpreting man and not softening our 

hearts to listen to God Himself.  Division comes from trying to understand interpretations, 

instead of going to the source.  Religious people say, ñWe have the answers, come join our 

church and we will help you.ò  True followers of God say, ñHe has the answers, come follow 

Him and He will help you.ò              

 

 I always believed in a real God.  However, it has been only through the past 7 years that I am 

beginning to know God.  Is God real?  Is He just an imaginary friend for grown ups?  Well, you 

may think I am crazy, but my imaginary friend came to life 7 years ago.  Although sometimes I 
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leave Him, He never leaves me.  It is my choice every second of every day, to have Him by my 

side or to cast Him to the side.  It is my choice, to experience Him like the men in the Bible, or to 

be content talking about the men in the Bible.  If I let Him, He never leaves my presence; I can 

always feel His manifest presence in my midst.  He never quits teaching and guiding, I just 

sometimes quit listening and looking.   

 

 If you are unsure about God, or often wonder if there may be more; I hope this book will help 

you come to know God in a deeper and greater way and HE will be able to answer all your 

questions.  If there is one thing I know, it is that I have absolutely no answers, but I know of 

someone who does.  If you come to me for the answers, I will save you the suspense; you will 

ultimately be disappointed.  However, if you will take what the Lord has given me and go to 

Him, I guarantee you will never be disappointed again.   

 

 When we go to man to learn about God, it should not stop at the man.  We should go through 

the man and ultimately stop in the manifest presence of God, for that is the only place that our 

needs will always be met.  That is the only place that we are guaranteed peace and contentment, 

in this life.  If you receive anything from this book, if anything speaks to your heart, it did not 

come from me, but by the grace of God.  Grace comes from a Greek word meaning graciousness 

(gratifying) and means: the divine influence upon the heart and its reflection in the life.  We 

often do not need more teaching from men, just a little grace from above.  Hopefully you are able 

to receive the latter through the former. 
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~True Unity~  

 Reading the title of this book, a person may say it is a spin-off of Tom Dorranceôs book, True 

Unity: Willing Communication Between Horse and Human.  However, I think it is the other way 

around.  True Unity: Willing Communication Between God and Man has been the theme of 

Godôs book since the beginning of time.  Tom was one of the greatest horsemen of all time.  His 

teachings have shaped the training methods in the U.S. and many parts of the world.  Tom, no 

doubt, had a gift.  The gift that Tom possessed was not obtained through selfish ambitions or 

earthly knowledge.  Tomôs gift was a gift from God.  Tom did not possess magical powers and 

he was not a witch doctor.  His gift originated in his heart, and gave life to a new perspective.  

Tom could see things in a horse that no one else could see.  He had a gift to see inside the horse; 

a gift that I believe came from God.    

 

 Why did God give Tom this gift?  I think for the same reason He gives any man a gift; to 

help equip them to build the kingdom of God.  Although, for the majority of Tomôs life he did 

not give God credit for the gift, I believe the gift was given to glorify God.  Tom has passed 

away and is with God in heaven.  However, his teaching still lives on and many lives are 

touched.  So, who receives the glory for Tomôs teaching, Tom or God?  What is the focus of 

nearly every horse clinic, the horse or God?  ñWho changed the truth of God into a lie, and 

worshiped and served the creature more than the Creator. . .ò (Romans 1:25 KJV). 

 

 Tom laid the foundation that would influence and help shape many lives.  I do not believe 

this gift was given to Tom so that through his teaching people could gain fame and fortune.  In 

Acts 8:9-25 we are told the story of Simon the Sorcerer who thought he could buy the gift of the 

Holy Spirit, so that he could be great among men.  Peter told him, ñMay your money perish 

with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money!  You have no 

part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God.  Repent of this 

wickedness and pray to the Lord.  Perhaps he will forgive you for having such a thought in 

your heart.  For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sinò (Acts 8:20-23).  

 

 It is no secret that God gives gifts unto men.  ñBut to each one of us grace has been given 

as Christ apportioned it.  This is why it says: óWhen he ascended on high, he led captives in 

his train and gave gifts to menôò (Ephesians 4:7-8).  But what gift did Tom possess?  He 

possessed the gift of Love.   

 

 ñIf I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a 

resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not 

love, I am nothing.  If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, 

but have not love, I gain nothing.  Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not 

boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps 

no records of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always 

protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveresò (1 Corinthians 13:1-7). 

 

 I believe that Tom had 2 gifts; he had the gift of love, but almost as important, God gave him 

perspective.  These two go hand in hand and one without the other does not yield the same 
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results.  Since the beginning of time there has been man and horse, and since around 3,000 B.C. 

man has been using the horse.  For as long as there has been man and horse there has been man 

and God.  In the same way we have wanted to use the horse, God has wanted to use man.  

 

 Throughout history there have been people that God has been able to use in amazing ways: 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, Isaiah, Elijah, John the Baptist, and the disciples, 

just to name a few.  What was it that these people possessed that separated them from the rest?  

Two things separated them; their heart and their perspective.  Looking at these extraordinary 

men, we can see that they undoubtedly had the power of God upon them.  However, Godôs 

power was able to be manifested in their life, because they had a heart for God and their 

perspective on life revolved solely around him.   

 

 Every one of these people knew God.  They had a relationship with Him and He was real in 

their life.  They could communicate with God and they knew when they were in His perfect will 

and knew if they ever fell out of it.  What separated these men is that if they ever fell out of 

Godôs perfect will, they did not stay there.  They ran back into the perfect will of God. 

 

 Besides love, what was Tomôs other gift?  Perspective.  Tom could see things inside a horse 

that other people could not see.  What was it that Tom saw?  Tom could see perfection.  He could 

see when a horse was in perfect unity with a person, and he could see the instant they fell out of 

that perfection.  What separated Tom was that he did not like to remain in imperfection.  He took 

as long as it would take to find what was causing the imperfection and fix it.  People would come 

to him and say, ñI am having a horse problem.ò  He would reply, ñI think your horse is having a 

people problem.ò  It never was the horse, it was always the person.  It is never God, it is always 

the person.   

 

 What I do not understand is that I read the Bible and it speaks of perfection.  Christ died for 

this perfection and it is available for anyone who believes in Him and continually seeks His will.  

So why do so many people believe that perfection is unattainable?  Here is the kicker; this 

perfection is only attainable in Christ Jesus, ñWe proclaim him, admonishing and teaching 

everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christò (Colossians 

1:28).  To be ñinò Christ Jesus you are no longer ñinò yourself.  We must die to ourselves that He 

may live inside us, ñWe were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order 

that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may 

live a new lifeò (Romans 6:4).  ñFor we know that our old self was crucified with him so 

that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin ï 

because anyone who has died has been freed from sinò (Romans 6:6-7).  We must decrease 

that He may increase, ñHe must become greater; I must become lessò (John 3:30).   

 

 There is something that I am constantly reminded of in Scripture and it speaks true in my life.  

The only thing that keeps me from perfection in Christ is me.  It is not because of a lack of Godôs 

ability, but because of a lack of my ability to submit to His will.  The same is true with our 

horses.  If perfection is ever attainable with our horse, or with God, it must begin in our heart.               

 

 When a person is starting a colt, it is nice to know the horseôs background.  It is nice to know 

how much the horse has been worked with and what kind of foundation has been laid.  I would 
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like to do the same thing with man and animals and our history with God.  I would like to talk 

about ñthe beginning.ò  I think this is very important because as Christians, we need to look back 

at Godôs relationship with man and animals and try not to make the same mistakes that others 

have made before us.   

 

 I think as Christians we need to look at how things were with God in the past, how they are 

now, and how things are going to be in the future.  If we do not fully understand all that was 

taken from us in the beginning through sin, we cannot fully understand all that we are capable of 

having now, by Jesus taking that sin.  I think as Christians, the majority of us do not even come 

close to scratching the surface of everything that God has for us on this earth; if we would only 

let Him show us.  ñBut as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 

entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.  

But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, 

the deep things of Godò (1 Corinthians 2:9-10 KJV).  
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~In the Beginning: A Perfect World~ 
 If a man was driving down the road in perfect peace and harmony with no troubles, 

hardships, hurts, or cares in the world and ran into something, changing a state of peace, joy, and 

happiness into confusion and despair, he would have to ask himself a few questions.  The first 

question would have to be, what happened?  

 

 After he had determined that he had hit another car, then he would ask, how did this happen?  

Once the man had drawn the conclusion that he had caused the accident by running a stop sign, 

he would then have 2 choices.  He could make excuses for the accident and try to blame it on 

someone else, then forget the accident and hope it didnôt happen again.  Or he could take 

responsibility for the accident, learn from it, and prevent it from happening again. 

 

 If the man chooses to learn from the accident and prevent it from happening again, he must 

first determine what went wrong.  To do this he should think back to when everything was 

perfect, and see what steps were taken in the wrong direction, which led to the accident.  Most of 

the time, a person will take a certain number of steps in the wrong direction before they find 

themselves off the right path, and in an accident.  What was the first step that the man took 

which led to all the destruction?   

 

 The man had a destination in mind and set out on a path that would lead to his destination.  

He was driving on the road and was obeying the rules of the road, to ensure his safety and the 

safety of those around him.  The first step that the driver took in the wrong direction was taking 

his eyes off the road.  The second step taken was that he forgot about the road and focused on an 

object off the road that was pleasing to his eyes.  Once he had forgotten about the road, even 

though it was only for a moment, he unwillingly and unknowingly broke the law.  He ran a stop 

sign, causing pain, suffering, confusion, and death.  Taking his eyes off the road did not cause 

the destruction.  It occurred when his focus left the road and was drawn to something else. 

 

 Looking at our world and seeing all of the pain, suffering, confusion, and death, I think it is 

fair to say that we do not live in a perfect world.  The question is, was the world ever perfect?  

God created man, animals, the heavens and earth, and everything in it and God is perfect.  ñGod 

saw all that he had made, and it was very goodò (Genesis 1:31).  If God is perfect and He 

says something is ñvery good,ò I do not think He would have settled for mediocre.  I believe it 

was perfect.  So if God created a perfect world, and we are living in an imperfect world, just like 

the car crash we should ask ourselves some questions.  What happened?  How did it happen?  

And, how can we prevent it from happening again?   

 

 What happened?  Sin entered the world.  ñTherefore, just as sin entered the world 

through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all 

sinnedò (Romans 5:12).  How did it happen?  Adam and Eve were deceived by Satan.  They 

disobeyed God, and ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  ñAnd the LORD God 

commanded the man, óYou are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not 

eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely 

dieôò (Genesis 2:16-17).  How can we prevent it from happening again?  Just like the car crash 
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we need to think back to when everything was perfect, and see what steps were taken in the 

wrong direction, which led to the accident.   

 

 The last verse in Genesis, Chapter 2, says, ñThe man and his wife were both naked, and 

they felt no shameò (Genesis 2:25).  If they were not ashamed, that meant they were without sin 

and if they were without sin, they were living in a perfect world.  What was the first step in the 

wrong direction?  They took their eyes off the road.  ñNow the serpent was more crafty than 

any of the wild animals the LORD God had made.  He said to the woman. . .ò (Genesis 3:1).  

Once Eve shifted her focus to Satan it was immediately off God.  ñNo one can serve two 

masters.  Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 

despise the otherò (Matthew 6:24). 

  

 God created a perfect world and the only thing Adam and Eve could not do in this perfect 

world, was eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  The devil knew this.  He knew 

if he could get their eyes off God, if only for a moment, he could deceive them, cause them to 

sin, and cause separation in this perfect world, between God and man. 

   

 The second step the person took was forgetting about the road and finding something that 

was pleasing to their eyes.  ñWhen the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for 

food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate 

it.  She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate itò (Genesis 3:6).  

  

 Much like the car crash, taking her eyes off of God did not bring evil into the world, but once 

her eyes were off of Him, she unknowingly broke Godôs commandment.  The man would not 

have knowingly run a stop sign and hit another car, causing death, but by not watching the road, 

he could not see the stop sign.  Eve would not have tried to purposely disobey God, but by taking 

her eyes off of God and listening to Satan, she too caused death. 

 

 Once the man ran into another car, he immediately knew something was wrong, just like 

Adam and Eve, when they ate of the fruit.  ñThen the eyes of both of them were opened, and 

they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for 

themselvesò (Genesis 3:7). 

 

 As soon as they had sinned, they too like the driver had 2 choices.  They could make excuses 

for the accident and try to blame it on someone else, or take responsibility, learn from the 

accident and prevent it from happening again.  Adam and Eve chose to make excuses.  ñAnd he 

said, óWho told you that you were naked?  Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded 

you not to eat from?ô  The man said, óThe woman you put here with meðshe gave me some 

fruit from the tree, and I ate it.ô  Then the LORD God said to the woman, óWhat is this you 

have done?ô  The woman said, óThe serpent deceived me, and I ateôò (Genesis 3:11-13). 

 

 So with sin Adam and Eve were kicked out of their perfect world.  ñSo the LORD God 

banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been takenò 

(Genesis 3:23). 
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 From that moment sin has been in the world, and man has been in sin.  ñTherefore, just as 

sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came 

to all men, because all sinnedò (Romans 5:12).  What are the consequences of sin?  ñFor the 

wages of sin is death. . .ò (Romans 6:23).  Nobody is without sin, so by right, everyone 

deserves to die.   

 

 We are all sinners, born into a world of sin.  If a person has committed one sin, they are just 

as guilty as someone who has lived in sin their whole life.  Also, one sin is not greater than 

another is, because in Godôs eyes every sin has the same penalty, death.  However, God is 

loving, and loves His people and wants His people to love him.  In His love He sent His son to 

die on the cross for our sins, and save us from death.  ñBut the gift of God is eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lordò (Romans 6:23).   
     

 How do we become saved?  ñThat if you confess with your mouth, óJesus is Lord,ô and 

believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be savedò (Romans 10:9).  

To be spared of our sins and become born again into Godôs kingdom, we must first do 2 things; 

confess with our mouth and believe in our heart.  We must acknowledge that God sent His son, 

Jesus Christ, to pay the penalty for our sin.  Then we must ask Him into our heart and give our 

life over to Him. 

          

 By Adam sinning, death entered the world, but Jesusô death gave eternal life.  ñFor since 

death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.  For as 

in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made aliveò (1 Corinthians 15:21-22).  Without Jesus 

we would have died in our sin, but with Jesus we may live with the Father.  ñJesus answered, óI 

am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through meôò 

(John 14:6).  How do we go to the Father?  We must first die to ourselves.  How do we die to 

ourselves?  Be made alive in Christ.  ñIn the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive 

to God in Christ Jesusò (Romans 6:11).  How do we become alive to God in Christ Jesus?  By 

becoming transformed into the image of Jesus Christ ñAnd we, who with unveiled faces all 

reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, 

which comes from the Lord, who is the Spiritò (2 Corinthians 3:18).  How do we do that?  

By eating the bread and drinking the wine, ñThe Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, 

took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, óThis is my body, which is 

for you; do this in remembrance of me.ô  In the same way, after supper he took the cup, 

saying, óThis cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of meôò (1 Corinthians 11:23-25).  We are changed into Christôs image when 

we read our Bible, and are in His presence.  How do we get in His presence?  First we must ask 

Godôs forgiveness for our sins.  Then the blood of Jesus washes our sins away and makes us 

pure, and blameless before God.  Then we ask, seek, and knock.  ñAsk and it will be given to 

you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who 

asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be openedò 

(Matthew 7:7-8). 

 

 Ask the Lord to show His glory so that you may feel His presence, and be changed from the 

inside out.  Jesus answers our prayers for such little things as helping us to win a football game, 

giving us strength when we are tired, and helping us find our car keys.  How much more will He 



 20 

gladly answer our prayers when we want to see Him, be closer to Him, experience His greatness, 

love Him and know Him in a deeper, greater way?  ñIf ye then, being evil, know how to give 

good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 

Spirit to them that ask him?ò (Luke 11:13 KJV). 

 

 That is what He has wanted from the very beginning.  This is what He wanted when He 

created His perfect world, and it was His intent for our lives before sin entered the world.  He 

wanted to love us and wanted us to know Him, be close to Him, and to walk and talk with Him.  

What kept us from Godôs perfect world in the beginning?  Sin.  What keeps us from Godôs 

perfect world now?  It is still sin.  However, Jesus died for our sins and ñ. . .there is now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesusò (Romans 8:1). 

  

 If you are in Christ Jesus, you are no longer in sin, no longer of this world, and you can 

experience Godôs original purpose for your life.  This is to know God, to be close to God, and to 

walk and talk with our Creator.  So what is still keeping us from God?  Satan. 

 

 How did Adam and Eve fall into sin in the beginning?  Satan deceived them from believing 

Godôs word.  God is never changing.  He is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 

13:8).  Satan is also never changing.  What he did in the beginning we can expect him to do until 

the end.  Satan deceived them from believing Godôs word in the beginning and he is still 

deceiving us from believing Godôs truth today.  Satan is going to try to deceive us the same way 

he deceived Adam and Eve.  Looking back at the Garden of Eden, we can see he is using the 

same tactics today, as he did in the beginning and he will continue to use them until the end.  

  

 God is predictable; He is loving, kind, patient, wants the best for our lives, and demands 

obedience.  Satan is also predictable; he is sly, evil, and unjust.  He comes to rob, steal and 

destroy, and wants the absolute worst for our lives.  He also wants obedience.  Who you choose 

to be obedient to will be evident in your life.  God is love.  ñLove is patient, love is kind.  It 

does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not 

easily angered, it keeps no records of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices 

with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveresò (1 

Corinthians 13:4-7). 
 

 We know that Satan will try to deceive us the same way he deceived Adam and Eve in the 

beginning.  By knowing the strategy of the enemy, and what tricks he is going to use, we can 

prepare ourselves to not be deceived. 

  

  Eve could not tell that there was anything evil about Satan when he approached her.  He 

looked very innocent.  ñNow the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which 

the Lord God had madeò (Genesis 3:1 KJV).  Scripture says that the serpent was subtle.  The 

opposite of subtle is obvious.  It is not always going to be obvious when Satan is trying to tempt 

us.  It is also important to note that he was in a snakeôs body.  Satan will sometimes use the 

bodies of others to approach us. 

   

 The first words out of Satanôs mouth were in the form of a question.  It had a little truth, but 

was filled with a big lie.  ñHe said to the woman, óDid God really say, óYou must not eat 
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from any tree in the garden?ôò (Genesis 3:1).  The first words out of Satanôs mouth were 

questioning Godôs word.  That will be the first thing he does every time.  The Bible is the 

inspired word of God.  If Satan can get people to believe that the Bible is not true, he does not 

have to go any further.  He can take their minds and mold them with whatever lies he chooses.   

 

 Because man did not love God, Satan has captured the minds of the atheist and the 

evolutionist, and he is using them to get Christians as far away from God as possible.  Due to the 

popular following of the evolution theory, Christianity and God are no longer allowed in schools.  

We are instead taught the religious beliefs of the big bang theory and evolution.  I love the 

country that we live in.  We have the ability to practice our faith and believe in whatever we 

choose.  What saddens me is that students are being taught that the big bang theory has scientific 

evidence to support it.  I received my masters in animal ñscienceò and in order for something to 

have scientific merit it must be tested, observed, and repeated.  Evolution ñwithin speciesò is 

science.  It is observable; it can be tested and repeats itself.  I have no problem believing this.  

Evolution within species would have had to taken place with the animals coming off Noahôs ark.     

 

 However, in order for the big bang theory to have to taken place, 6 different types of 

evolution would have had to happen; cosmic (big bang), chemical (periodic table), stellar and 

planetary (stars and planets), organic (non-living produce living), macro-evolution (change from 

one specie to another), and micro-evolution (change within specie).  The first 5 types of 

evolution are not science, they are religious beliefs.  If you choose to believe in them, you have 

to put your faith in them, because they cannot be proven scientifically.  They cannot be tested 

and observed (science).  If the big bang theory is not science and only a theory, are there any 

other theories that have scientific findings to support them?  Yes, I am sorry but for lack of a 

better term, creation ñscienceò makes the big bang theory look stupid.  I have done a fair amount 

of research and I am blown away at the scientific evidence to support creation and disprove the 

big bang theory.  At the very least, if we are not trying to brainwash our children, they should be 

taught both theories in school.  Creation and evolution are both religious beliefs.  The only 

difference is the evolution religion is tax supported. 

 

 But what is the main reason creation science is not taught in schools?  I will let Paul answer 

this question, ñAnd with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because 

they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  And for this cause God 

shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lieò (2 Thessalonians 2:10-11).  
People choose to believe in the big bang theory because the alternative is a very scary thought.  

If there truly is a real God, then we will be held accountable for what we did with our life.  There 

will be consequences for our actions.     

 

 Creation science offers some amazing material to support the Bible and the evolutionists 

offer numerous theories to support the big bang theory.  However, neither one can be proven 

beyond a shadow of a doubt.  Neither one would hold up in a court of law.  We have to decide 

what we are going to put our faith in, which religious theory we will accept.  Bottom line, we 

have to choose if we are going to believe in the beginning God, or in the beginning dirt.  I think 

it all boils down to which theory has the greatest amount of evidence to support it.  I have seen 

scientific debates on creation and evolution, and the creationists tear apart the big bang theory.  
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But where does that get us?  We are still going to believe what we want to believe.  We need 

solid concrete evidence in which to put our faith.   

 

 I agree that looking at the average Christian church it is hard to find solid concrete evidence 

to support a real God.  However, I guarantee you if you go to God and ask HIM with an open 

heart, He will give you all the evidence you need.  God is real and He wants to show us He is 

real.  However, He cannot be found in religion.  He can only be found through His son Jesus 

Christ, and He does want to give us solid proof beyond a reasonable doubt.  I hope this book is 

able to help you come to the place where you can receive solid evidence upon which to base your 

beliefs.  If it doesnôt and you truly have an open heart wanting solid evidence from God, I would 

love to help.  This is my calling; to position people to help them communicate with their horse 

and to position people to help them communicate with God.           

 

 It saddens me that so many children will lose their faith based on a religious theory, believing 

that they are being taught science.  Americaôs children are taught evolution from the first grade 

and 75% of kids attending colleges will lose their faith in God.  We have the freedom in this 

country to believe in whatever we choose.  However, whatever we choose to believe in, we will 

be held accountable for all eternity.  It is one thing to believe in something that will affect our 

own life.  However, if our beliefs cause one of Godôs children to stumble, we will suffer greater 

consequences.  ñAnd whosoever shall offend (Greek word meaning ï strip up, stumble) one of 

these little ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone were hanged about 

his neck, and he were cast into the seaò (Mark 9:42).  If you believe in the big bang theory, I 

am very proud of you for being open-minded and still reading this book.  I pray that God is able 

to speak to your heart and that He is able to prove to you that He is real.  With that being said, 

God has given you free will and you have the right to believe in whatever you choose.  Just 

remember that Satanôs sole job is to deceive us from Godôs truth.  He is the master of lies.  I am 

not trying to convert you to adopt my beliefs.  I am only trying to get you to ask God.  He will 

never lie.  ñIn hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world 

beganò (Titus 1:2 KJV).     
 

 Satan has and always will come to us trying to get us to believe his lies, trying to get us to 

question Godôs word.  Satan will even try to get believers to question Godôs word.  Once we start 

questioning Godôs word, we have set ourselves up to be deceived.  GODôS WORD IS TRUTH.  

BELIEVE IT, AND DO NOT BE DECEIVED!  There is only one sure way to not be deceived; 

that is by hearing the word of God, from God Himself.        

 

 It is important to note that Satan approached Eve.  He did not come to Adam.  I believe he 

did not come to Adam because Adam had heard the word from God, standing face to face with 

God.  Adam knew His word.  His truth went into his heart, and he could not be deceived.  ñFor 

Adam was first formed, then Eve.  And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being 

deceived was in the transgressionò (1 Timothy 2:13).  Scripture tells us that God told Adam 

not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Scripture does not say that He ever told 

Eve. 

   

 God created Eve after He had spoken to Adam about the tree.  I believe that Adam repeated 

what God had told him to Eve and this is why Satan approached Eve.  She had heard Godôs word 
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from Adam, and believed it to be true, but having not heard the word straight from God Himself; 

she was able to be deceived.  ñBut I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled (Greek ï

deceived) Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity 

that is in Christò (2 Corinthians 11:3). 

   

 Eve was deceived into sin.  Once sin was in the world, Adam then took her sin upon himself 

and ate of the apple, knowing that there would be consequences.  From that moment on, sin has 

been in the world, and sin has kept us from God.  Jesus died to wash us of our sins, that we may 

see the Father.  Jesus died to take us to the Father.  Let Jesus cleanse you of your sins, that you 

may go straight to the Father and hear the word of God, AND NOT BE DECEIVED.   

 

 ñIn fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you 

the elementary truths of Godôs word all over again.  You need milk, not solid food!  Anyone 

who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about 

righteousness.  But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained 

themselves to distinguish good from evilò (Hebrews 5:12-14).  This book is milk.  Go on to 

receive your meat from God Almighty!  Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.  Eve was 

deceived because she tried to argue with Satan after having eaten only milk.  From Eveôs 

example, we learn that having someone tell us what the Word of God says will keep us alive, 

give us hope, and keep us on the right path for only a while, but ultimately we will be deceived 

by Satan. 

 

 In Godôs perfect world, Adam walked and talked with God.  God loved Adam and Eve, and 

all He wanted was for them to love Him back, BUT He commanded obedience.  He told them 

not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Adam and Eve never sinned while 

they were in Godôs presence; it is impossible to do so.  But, it is interesting to me that in Godôs 

perfect world, He left their presence to test their obedience.  

 

  ñThen the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the 

garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the 

gardenò (Genesis 3:8).  Adam and Eve were out of Godôs presence when they sinned.  If they 

had been in His presence, they wouldnôt have needed to hide from His presence when they heard 

Him coming. 

 

 It was not the fruit that opened their eyes to their sin.  It was the fact that they had disobeyed 

a command from God.  ñThen the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they 

were nakedò (Genesis 3:7).  When someone asks, ñDo you love me?ò  And you tell them, ñYes, 

I love you.ò  Then they say, ñIf you truly love me you will do what I say.ò  It is easy to do what 

they say when you are standing in their presence.  But, when you leave their presence that is 

when your obedience to the person you love is truly tested. 

 

 God could have made Adam and Eve stay in His presence and they would have never sinned, 

but He let them leave.  They did not know of His presence for a while, but after they had sinned, 

He let Himself be known.  Adam and Eve were not in Godôs presence when they sinned, but God 

was watching them the whole time.  When we feel like we are being deceived, are going through 

tough times, and we cannot feel Godôs presence we need to remember He is still there.  He is 
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watching us, praying for us, and testing our obedience to see if we truly love Him.  ñSimon, 

Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat.  But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your 

faith may not fail.  And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothersò (Luke 

22:31-32).  When Jesus let Satan tempt and deceive Simon (Peter), although Jesus was not in 

Peterôs presence, He was still praying for him. 

 

 God will let us leave His presence to make us stronger in Him, but He will always let us 

come back.  When you have sinned, run back into His presence, ask for forgiveness, and stay in 

His presence as long as you can.  ñThere is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesusò (Romans 8:1).  After Satan has tricked you into sinning, he is going to make you feel 

ashamed, tell you to hide from God, to make excuses, and tell you youôre not worthy to go back 

into His presence, ñBut the LORD God called to the man, óWhere are you?ô  He answered, 

óI heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hidôò (Genesis 3:9-

10).  Satan has already deceived you into sinning.  Do not let him deceive you further and keep 

you from Godôs original plan for our lives; to be close to Him. 

                  

 God had a perfect world for us until sin entered it.  Godôs original intent for our life was for 

us to walk and talk with Him.  Jesus died to take away all sin, that we may know the Father.  

Satan is going to try to deceive us from believing Godôs word, and from having a close 

relationship with our heavenly Father.  In order to not be deceived, a person needs to accept 

Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and continue to hear Godôs word. 

   

 Without doing so, not only will they not be close to the Father now, but they will also be 

separated from the Father for all eternity.  Mankind is born into sin, and the punishment is death.  

In order to escape the punishment and have ever-lasting life, we must ask forgiveness for our 

sins, thank Him for dying on the cross to wash away all our sins, and ask Him to come into our 

hearts and change our lives.   
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~In the Beginning: God, Man, Animals~ 
 God created the heavens and the earth, man, woman, and all the animals.  God created man 

in His own image.  He was without sin and was perfect.  God then gave Adam dominion over all 

the animals.  ñThen God said, óLet us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them 

rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, 

and over all the creatures that move along the groundôò (Genesis 1:26). 

  

 God brought all the animals to Adam so he could name them.  When someone names 

something it gives them a sense of ownership.  God brought the animals to Adam because he was 

to rule over them.  He was to be their master.  In that same way God named man.  He is our 

master and has dominion over us.   

 

 In Godôs perfect world man was without sin, and there was no fear or suffering.  Animals 

were not afraid of man or other animals.  Man and all the animals were vegetarians.  ñThen God 

said, óI give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that 

has fruit with seed in it.  They will be yours for food.  And to all the beasts of the earth and 

all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the groundðeverything that has 

the breath of life in itðI give every green plant for foodôò (Genesis 1:29-30). 

   

 When God had finished everything He had made, ñGod saw all that he had made, and it 

was very goodò (Genesis 1:31).  I do not picture a lion tearing into the flesh of a defenseless 

calf.  Before the fall of man there was no suffering or death.  Also, when Noah gathered the 

animals to put on the ark, they were not afraid of him, or each other.  ñPairs of clean and 

unclean animals, of birds and of all creatures that move along the ground, male and female, 

came to Noah and entered the ark, as God had commanded Noahò (Genesis 7:8-9).  Noah 

gathered the animals and loaded them.  This tells us 2 things; that they obeyed Noah, and that 

they were not afraid of him or the other animals hurting them.  They were obviously not eating 

each other at this time or there would have been only carnivores getting off the ark.                 

 

 It wasnôt until Noah had gotten off the ark that fear grew between man and animals and 

between animals and animals.  ñThe fear and dread of you will fall upon all the beasts of the 

earth and all the birds of the air, upon every creature that moves along the ground, and 

upon all the fish of the sea; they are given into your hands.  Everything that lives and 

moves will be food for you.  Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everythingò 

(Genesis 9:2-3). 

 

 Once sin had entered the world, man lost the perfect world that God had created for them.  

They lost the closeness they had with God, along with the loyalty of the animals.  After they left 

the ark, man was permitted to eat animals and animals began to eat other animals.  Fear and self-

preservation entered into prey animals, with the instinct to fight or run for their lives.  

 

 God says He will return and restore that which was taken, and the world will be how it once 

was.  ñRighteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.  The wolf 

will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the 
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yearling together; and a little child will lead them.  The cow will feed with the bear, their 

young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the oxò (Isaiah 11:5-7). 

 

 I believe that Noah was able to have closeness with the animals because he was perfect, and 

God needed someone He could bring the animals to.  ñBut Noah found grace in the eyes of the 

Lord.  Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with Godò 

(Genesis 6:8-9 KJV).  God blessed Noahôs sons and spared their lives to replenish the earth, but 

it never says that they were perfect. 

   

 This is why I believe He commanded them to eat meat and that ñThe fear and dread of you 

will fall upon all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air, upon every creature that 

moves along the ground, and upon all the fish of the seaò (Genesis 9:2).  Since they were not 

perfect, because of sin, they could no longer have dominion over the animals without having to 

overcome a lack of trust and disobedience.  For with sin in the world, this is what we must 

overcome to have closeness with our Master. 

 

 However, there is one more aspect about the Garden of Eden and the relationship between 

man and animals that we need to look at.  When the snake spoke to Eve in the garden, she did 

not say, ñWow!  A talking snake!  Quick Adam, come see this talking snake!ò  No, she struck up 

a conversation and began to talk to him.  This makes me think of the possibility that there might 

have been communication between man and animals before sin entered the world.  If an animal 

talking to Eve was out of the ordinary, why didnôt she ask the snake who he was? 

                            

 Why didnôt she ask the snake what gave him the ability to talk, when all the other animals 

could not?  The fact that she was not suspicious of a talking animal makes me believe that it may 

not have been out of the ordinary for man and animals to communicate. 

 

 Man and animals had a special bond before sin entered the world, just like man and God.  

The problems we have with our animals not obeying are the same problems God has with us.  I 

believe these problems can be linked back to 3 primary factors: disobedience, lack of trust (due 

to self-preservation), and a lack of communication. 

 

 God tells us to trust in Him.  ñTrust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on 

your own understanding (self-preservation); in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will 

make your paths straightò (Proverbs 3:5-6).  He also expects obedience so we will follow His 

commands.  In Deuteronomy God tells His people what will happen if they obey Him and what 

will happen if they do not, ñSee, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse ï the 

blessing if you obey the commands of the LORD your God that I am giving you today; the 

curse if you disobey the commands of the LORD your God and turn from the way that I 

command you today. . .ò (Deuteronomy 11:26-28). 

 

 Not only does God want us to trust Him and expects obedience, but He wants to have a 

relationship.  He wants to communicate with us.  ñMy sheep listen to my voice; I know them 

and they follow meò (John 10:27).  Once we have received the Spirit, God is then able to speak 

to us and we are able to hear His voice.  God is then able to communicate His will to us and we 

are able to follow Him. 
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 ñI keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you 

the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.  I pray also that the 

eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he 

has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably 

great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength. . .ò 

(Ephesians 1:17-19). 

 

 Just like our horses, there are consequences for the choices we make.  If our horses do what 

is right, we reward them with relief.  If they choose to do things their own way, we make them 

work at it until they look for a way out.  They look for a better way, because doing things their 

way is too much work.  The Lord says, ñCome to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 

and I will give you restò (Matthew 11:28).  This is what good horsemen offer their horses, and 

the Lord has the same thing waiting for us; if we would only follow His will. 

 

 Sin is what keeps us away from God, and the price of sin is death.  However, by accepting 

Jesus into our heart the blood that He shed wipes away all of our sins and we can be close to 

Him; just like He intended in His perfect world.  The more time we spend with Him, the more 

He grows in us, until we are transformed into His image and become like Him. 

    

 What is God?  God is love.  ñLove is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not 

boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps 

no records of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always 

protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveresò (1 Corinthians 13:4-7).  Having 

true harmony with your horse is not a change of mind, it is a change of heart, and the same is 

true with the Lord. 

 

 God is love and He waits for us to turn to Him.  A good horseman does not drive a horse to 

do a job every step of the way.  Instead he waits for the horse, until it is their idea.  If he forced 

the horse to do a job, it would then become the will of the man pushing the horse, instead of the 

will of the horse.  If it is not the will of the horse, the horse will likely not want to obey the 

human, and will resist.  The same is true with the Lord.  He waits for us to come to Him. 

 

 With our horses, we set it up through pressure and relief, until the horse wants to do the job 

for us.  When the horse is not doing what we want, he experiences pressure that is undesirable.  

Then, when he turns and does things our way, we immediately give him relief.  By doing this, 

what we would like our horse to do, they not only do, but they would have it no other way.  The 

will that we would have for our horse, becomes the will of the horse.  This is what God wants for 

us; True Harmony Between God and Man. 

         

 God created the world and He controls everything in it.  He has dominion over us, but not 

wanting robots, He gives us free choice to serve Him or not serve Him.  God gave us dominion 

over the animals and I believe that the problems we have with them are to teach us how to grow 

closer to God.  Today, man does rule over the animals.  If we believe that God does not rule over 

man, and that there are not consequences for our actions, we are going to have a wake up call 

some day.  
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 A lack of trust and communication, along with disobedience, are what keeps us from true 

harmony with God.  This is what keeps us from true harmony with our animals as well.  We 

know that love works with our horses.  Tom Dorrance understood this and Ray Hunt has been 

trying to show a form of this to people for years, just in a round about way. 

  

 If we apply what Paul says in 1 Corinthians about love to our horsemanship, and continually 

approach the horse in this matter, we will gain trust.  However, we must also have obedience.  If 

all we have is trust, they often walk over the top of us.  Without obedience, they will do what 

they want, and they will not obey us. 

 

 So we put some walls up and let the horse run into them.  The horse does what he wants and 

runs into some pressure, until it is uncomfortable and he takes the path that we have chosen for 

him.  It is easy to tell if your horse is really with you, just give him his head and give him the 

slightest cues and see if he does exactly what you want him to do. 

 

 The Lord does the same thing with us to test our obedience.  He will try to guide us and if we 

will not listen, He lets us go get into trouble, so we will come back and appreciate the better life 

He has to offer.  A frightened colt with bad experiences does not become a bridle horse 

overnight.  Similarly, a confused person with bad experiences canôt totally understand and 

become one with God overnight.  However, with patience and timing, a horse can learn to trust 

and be obedient, and a person can turn to God and live the life they were called to live. 
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~ Class Lecture: Horse Behavior ~ 
 This is a handout that I give my colt breaking and training classes.  It is easy to see the 

correlation between man & horse and God & man.  I will be referring back to this handout and 

will elaborate on the different parts as the book progresses.    

 

Traditional Thought Process     

Primary Objective:  Get horse to do a job 

Primary Obstacle:  Horse will not do the job 

How do I get my horse to do the job? 

 

To eliminate all problems you will ever have with your horse, change your objective. 

  

Alternative Thought Process     

Primary Objective:  Horse and Person becoming one; ñperfect unityò (Perfection)    

-The will of the horse becoming the will of the person: instead of 2 forces moving against each 

other, 2 forces moving together as one, ñHis legs are my legs, we are one bodyò (Ray Hunt).   

  

Ray Hunt says, ñItôs like a dance.  You are leading and the horse following, but you are both 

moving as one.  Itôs like a peaceful waltz in perfect unity.ò  Not a high school, uncoordinated 

bumpinô, grindinô hot and sweaty, seizer fit.    

 

*With the second objective you will not have obstacles, because the objective is to eliminate 

the cause of all obstacles.  You are finding a cure instead of treating symptoms.*  

 

*The first measures outward status to determine progress.  In this mind set, perfection is 

unattainable, and has the potential of creating problems.  

*The second deals with inward status to measure progress.  This will not cause problems 

and has the potential of perfection. 

 

My goal for this class has not been to help treat your symptoms, but to help YOU find the cure. 

THE CURE FOR YOUR HORSE HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH YOUR HORSE AND 

EVERYTHING TO DO WITH YOU.  As soon as a person realizes this, they have taken the first 

step in becoming a horseman or horsewoman.             

 

Horseôs Will      Manôs Will 
Primary D riving Factors 

1)  Survival/Self-Preservation   To do a job 

2)  Companionship 

3)  Comfort 

1 Variable Factor = Hormones 

  

Major underlying factors :   

1) Confidence      

2) Energy     
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Confidence  

-Confidence is the main underlying factor which drives all 3 of the primary driving factors.    

-A horse will experience comfort when they are confident in a person or situation.  

-A horse develops companionship when they are confident in someone or something.   

-A horse is driven by self-preservation when they lose confidence in a person or a situation.      

 

Increase in Confidence = Decrease in Self-Preservation (vice versa) 

Comfort and Companionship Increase = Increase in Confidence (vice versa)  

Comfort and Companionship Increase = Decrease in Self-Preservation (vice versa) 

  

Measures of Confidence Level  

1) Head height (best measure of confidence level)  

a) High =  Bothered/Unconfident 

b) Low =  Relaxed/Confident   

2) Tail (clamped down/relaxed)    

3) Eyes (wide-eyed/dopey) 

4) Movements  

a) Tight, stiff, quick movements from fear, braced up = Unconfident 

b) Relaxed, free moving (but not scared), supple =  Confident 

 

Energy  

-Energy is often a major underlying factor of self-preservation, which inhibits the other 2 driving 

factors; comfort and companionship.   

 

*As the Energy level decreases ~ Self-Preservation decreases ~ which opens the door to 

increase Comfort and Companionship (when presented in the correct manner)*   

  

Obstacles in Accomplishing a Job 
1

st
 Obstacle ï Horse submitting to manôs will. 

2
nd

 Obstacle ï Communicating manôs will. 

3
rd

 Obstacle ï Obeying commands. 

4
th

 Obstacle ï Completing the job. 

 

In order to get a horse to do a job for us, they must first submit their will and accept our will.  

Then we must try to communicate our will, and finally they will need to obey our commands. 

 

Many people try to overcome the 4
th

 obstacle without paying any attention to the previous 

three. 

 

Question to Ask 

Does the horse want to do what you are asking?   

Does he know how to do what you are asking?    

  

I. 1st Obstacle ï Submitting to Manôs Will  
- Two types of Submission   

 A) Willing        
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 B) Unwilling       

 

Both are effective to get the job done.  However, unwilling has negative consequences. 

 

 (A)Unwilling  Submission ñGiving to Pressureò 

- Attained by Force  

1)  Horse submits because he has no choice. 

2)  Body submits to will of human, but the mind has not.   

3)  Horse would rather be somewhere else.  

4)  Horse becomes a ñslave.ò 

      - Rebels if gets a chance 

   Example: run, buck, brace up  

 - Horse is driven to do job. 

 - Horse does the job, but doesnôt like it. 

        Example: tight, head raised, maneuvers have braces 

 

 (B) Willing Submission ñSeeking Reliefò 

- Attained by Free Choice    

1)  The horse chooses to do the job. 

2)  Set it up so the horse would have it no other way than to do what you want to do. 

3)  Horses are driven by comfort.  Make it comfortable to do the job. 

         ñMake the wrong thing difficult and the right thing easyò (Ray Hunt). 

4)  In this way the horse and person become partners.  The horse has a choice. 

5)  Requires patience, timing, and feel.   

6)  A person can ask a lot more of a horse once they have submitted willingly. 

7)  Willingly submitted horses try to please their riders.   

 

Two Levels of Submission & Two Kinds of Horses 

I. Ground Level: ñTurning to Youò    

- Our first approach to saddle and ride.    

- For them to follow our will, we must meet their driving factors. 

 - Not be scared of us, ñself preservationò 

 - Offer them ñcomfortò and ñcompanionshipò 

- This can be attained in the pasture and with their buddies.  So why do they need us? 

- We must develop a need for us in their life.   

- This is done by putting pressure on them until they turn to us, and then relieving the pressure.     

- ñIt takes pressure for relief to be effective and relief for pressure to be effective.ò 

- If there is any hope of perfection, this must be attained before we get on them.  This is easily 

achieved in a day.        

 A) First Type of Horse: Those that havenôt been handled  
       - It takes longer to gain trust.  

  - But relief, comfort, and companionship are much easier to attain.    

   - Very little pressure has to be applied for them to turn to you for relief (only time). 

  - No false teachings ï when pressure is applied they usually give.  

 B) Second Type of Horse: Those that have been handled    

   - Trust, comfort, and companionship have already been established.   
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       - But is very hard to establish the need for you. 

       - In many cases, a great deal of pressure must be applied for relief to have meaning.   

        - May have developed false teachings.  They lean into pressure instead of giving.  

 

II. On Their Back: ñTwo Becoming Oneò  

- If the first has not been established this is very difficult. 

- This type of submission is never ending, until perfection is attained.  Until perfect trust, 

obedience, and communication are established and they never leave your will.    

- Achieving perfection: following submission, there must be a perfect level of communication.   

 

II. 2
nd

 Obstacle ï Communicating Manôs Will 
- How does man communicate with horse? 

 We donôt speak the same language, or think the same way. 

- Non-verbal communication 

 Example: body language, feel 

- Communication involves two individuals (two-way communication). 

- The person must learn to read the horse.  What is the horse saying? 

 Example: head raised = bothered, head lowered = relaxed 

- We are good about communicating our will to horse, but do we listen? 

- We communicate through their driving and underlying factors. 

        - Self-preservation, comfort, companionship, confidence, energy  

1)  A person can get more done with a horse out of trust (comfort, companionship) than out of 

fear (self-preservation).   

2)  A person must decide in what manner they will communicate with the horse. 

  - ñSlaveò or ñPartnershipò 

  - ñTell the horseò or ñAsk the horseò 

 

After the first level of submission has been met, the most effective method of communication is 

through 3 factors.   

 

3 Factors of Communication     

1) Feel 

2) Timing 

3) Balance 

 

*The rate a person is able to move toward perfection rests entirely upon these three 

factors*   
 

ñFeelingò of the Horse  

 Ray Hunt says, ñYou canôt buy it and I canôt give it to you.ò  You can read all the books in 

the world, have people tell you what ñfeelò is, see people that ride through ñfeel,ò but you will 

never have it until you experience it.  It can only be achieved between you and the horse.  People 

can help situate you, so that you and the horse are in a position to experience ñfeel,ò but 

ultimately it is between you and the horse.  I can tell my class what to do and show them what to 

do, but ultimately it is between them and the horse.  If you canôt feel when things are perfect, 

how do you expect to attain perfection? 
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 Often perfection will pass by in a split second and then vanish.  A person needs to recognize 

these split seconds and relieve the applied pressure.  It is through receiving relief that the horse 

develops the desire to stay in perfection.  Then the seconds can be multiplied to minutes.  A 30-

minute ride with 2 minutes of perfection is better than a 3-hour ride with no perfection.  

The 2 minutes may be multiplied.  However, the 3 hours without perfection will lead to an 

unwillingly submitted horse, leading to resentment.       

 

III. Obstacle ï Obeying Commands  
3 Main reasons horses donôt obey commands:  

 1) Self-Preservation      

      - Due to lack of trust 

 

 2) Disobedience (bitter resistance against commands)    

      - Due to false teaching (operating through unwilling submission)      

 

 3) Lack of Understanding/Communication    

      - Horse needs more time, patience, and teaching 
       

- A person must learn to distinguish between the three, if they are ever to become a good 

horseman/woman. 

- The person must learn to read the horse to determine why the horse is not obeying. 

- This is extremely crucial because the personôs reaction to the horseôs action will greatly 

impact the horseôs mind set and overall trust for the person. 

  

- Resistance arises as a result of these three factors. 

- As resistance level rises, self-preservation rises (Fight or  Flight) . 

- The resistance level of the horse is a direct result of the amount of pressure put on by the 

person. 

 

Resistance in Obeying Commands 

#1 Reason = Horse hasnôt submitted to manôs will    

 

3 Stages of Resistance: 

1) Disagreement  

- Good, builds trust.  Horses must learn it is always easier to obey our commands.  

 - Horse builds confidence in your decisions  

 - Horse needs to learn that your decisions are always right.  Be consistent. 

        - It is always easier to obey your commands. 

 - Person always has best interests in mind for horse. 

 - Donôt give him more than he can handle. 

 

2) Arguing 

- Heated disagreement. 

- A result of false teaching (operating through unwilling submission). 

- Needed sometimes, but not always necessary.   

- Often results when confidence is lost and self-preservation starts to kick in.   
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- If caused by too much pressure by person, not good.  Slow down, build confidence. 

- If caused by a stimulus that scares the horse, this is part of starting colts (doubling a scared 

horse).  Go back and build the horseôs confidence, slow down and start over.    

 

3) Fighting  

- Due to false teaching. 

- In confused and scared horses, this is caused by impatience of the person.  Slow down! 

- There is no good that can ever come from fighting with a horse.  All we do is shatter their 

confidence.  Depending on the intensity of the fight it may take a hundred good experiences 

to offset the fight and sometimes they never fully do regain confidence. 

- A horse will always win a fight against a man if they choose to, they are bigger and stronger. 

 

- However, there are some horses that have been handled under false teaching and have been 

taught to fight.  They become filled with resentment and have been taught to fight against 

commands (example: shoeing).    

- Do not fight with a horse.  If you do not have time to slowly build their confidence, set it up so 

that they are fighting against themselves.    

 Example: tie their head solid, tie a leg up, rope a hind leg with another horse, tie a leg back, 

set your hands solid on their neck (collecting). 

- Make sure that when they are done fighting against themselves, you are there to offer them a 

better, more comfortable way.     

- We are not trying to punish them for wanting to fight (they did not want to fight in the first 

place, they were taught to fight) we are showing them there is an easier way.    

 

Example 

 To better explain the different levels of resistance I will give an example of trying to achieve 

direction (suppleness through poll and loin).  An example of agreement would be as soon as the 

slack is taken out of the rein, applying pressure to the horseôs mouth, the horse seeks relief by 

breaking in the poll, softens through the loin, and willingly gives his eye, putting slack in the 

rein. 

   

Disagreement ï When the slack is taken out of the rein the horse hesitates, the person has to 

wait for the horse to give (usually driven by lack of communication). 

Solution ï Patience, wait for the horse to give.  Look for the ñsmallest change and the slightest 

try.ò  Moving the horseôs hindquarters and putting life in the feet may help to put slack in the 

rein (Stage 1 ï foundation of maneuvers).  As soon as the horse puts slack in the rein relieve the 

pressure. 

 

Argument ï When the slack is taken out of the rein the horseôs head comes up causing the horse 

to be stiff through the poll and loin (usually driven by self-preservation or lack of 

communication). 

Solution ï Slow down and lighten the pressure until the horseôs head comes down, then wait for 

the horse to give.    

     

Fighting ï When slack is taken out of the rein the horse flips or shakes his head (usually driven 

by resentment). 
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Solution ï NOT GOOD!  It is easier for horses with bad teeth to become resentful to pressure 

on the bit (get your horseôs teeth checked).  However, bad teeth or not, it is always because of 

too much pressure applied, too much direction.  This is not an easy problem to fix.  It is far better 

to never let it get this far.  For best results I set my hands on the horseôs neck and apply light 

pressure getting the horse to flex in the poll (vertical direction).  This may take a while, because 

the horse is resentful to pressure and will try to root against the bit or flip their head.  Once they 

have learned to give to pressure and relax, flexing in the poll vertically, then I lightly try to get 

them to give their nose and break in the poll horizontally, and submit their hindquarters.  They 

must learn to willingly submit again, driven by a soft feel, instead of unwill ing submission 

(false-teaching).   

 

 It is also important to note that in order for a horse to elevate or flip their head their 

hindquarters must be underneath them.  By getting a horseôs hindquarters willingly submitted 

(Stage 1), the horse will quit fighting and arguing against the bit.             

 

 The man and horse relationship is similar to the relationships we have with people.  The level 

of our relationship is based on the amount of agreement we have.  If we agree on the big things 

(willing submission) the little things (obeying commands) will most often fall into place.  

However, if there is no agreement on the large issues, although we may have come to agreement 

on some smaller issues, when our relationship is put to the test it will fall apart.   

 

 Because horses are prey animals, trust is the main issue.  We must gain trust on the ground, 

on their back, standing, walking, trotting, loping, and galloping.  If speed exceeds confidence, 

the trust that was previously established most often is lost and must be re-established.  Horses are 

very forgiving and with time will learn to trust us again.  However, similar to us, we can only 

shatter that trust so many times before they learn that we are not trustworthy.  The amount of 

time the horse was ridden after losing confidence will determine how long it will take to build 

confidence and gain trust again.  Some horses with a history of riding without confidence will 

never fully be able to trust. 

  

 A horse is going to have to run into some resistance from time to time, until our will for the 

horse has become the horseôs will.  However, make sure that your relationship is based on 

agreements and not on disagreements, arguments, or fights.  If the man and horse are not 

operating in agreement, it is either because of false teachings or because of poor communication 

by the human.   

 

IV. Obstacle ï Completing the Job 
*Resistance is what keeps us from completing the job. 

         

4 Things Need To Be Established To Prevent Resistance: 

 

A) Willing Submission  
Definition ï When a request is made the horse willingly performs the task requiring little to no 

pressure; it is the horseôs idea.  After initial contact the horse performs the task on a loose rein 

and with no leg pressure.     
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B) Good Communication 
Definition ï Learning to read, feel, and understand what the horse is saying in response to our 

request (Communication involves two individuals, what is the horse saying?).  We communicate 

through the horseôs driving and underlying factors along with feel, timing, and balance 

 

C) Balanced Life to Direction Ratio           
 

Life  ï The ability to move the horse, with any speed at any time.   
- When the personôs legs are lightly fanned the horse should move their feet in the direction we 

want, with the speed that we want. 

 

Direction ï When the slack is taken out of the rein the horse puts the slack back in the rein 

with suppleness through the poll and loin.   

    

a) Vertical Direction ï (Atlas Vertebrae)  

When the slack is taken out of both reins, the horse breaks in the poll vertically, willingly putting 

the slack back into the reins.  This should be achieved at all speeds; standing, walking, trotting, 

loping, and galloping. 

 

b) Horizontal Direction  ï (Axis Vertebrae)   

When the slack is taken out of one rein, the horse puts slack back into the rein (left and right), 

with suppleness through the poll and loin.  Horizontal Direction should be achieved at all speeds; 

standing, walking, trotting, loping, and galloping.    

 

 1) Break in the poll. 

 2) Nose should be directly underneath the eye. 

 3) Should not be able to see any white in the eye. 

  - When the horse is stiff through the poll he will be looking forward and we can see 

 the white in his eye.  When he breaks in the poll, ñgiving the eye,ò he will look back and 

            the white will turn black. 

  4) Poll and loin should make a perfect ñC.ò   

  - Should be able to ride a perfect circle (ñCò is half an ñOò).  

        - After tipping the nose, the front feet and hind feet should travel on the same path as the 

nose making a curved line. 

 

False Direction ï The horse puts slack back into the rein by giving his nose, without breaking in 

the poll; a ñrubber-neckedò horse.  On the outside the horse is giving, but on the inside they are 

tight and stiff (unwilling submission). 

   

 - Poll and loin are ñlò shaped instead of ñCò shaped in turns.  

 - Results in dropped shoulders, leaning out in turns, kicking hindquarters out or hopping in 

spins and rollbacks, and not holding a pivot foot.   

 - Also results in rubber-necked horses, hard mouths, stiff movements, missing leads and 

cross firing.   
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Balancing the ratio 

The ratio is determined by the speed with which we can willingly bring the life up, and willingly 

direct it on a set line (straight or curved), without losing ñdirectionò (suppleness through the poll 

and loin).         

 

 *The horseôs feet are directed by both our reins and our legs.  Our reins only show 

them where to go, our feet get them there.  Our reins are the steering wheel which tells our 

horses where to go.  Our legs are the gas pedals which bring life to the direction, enabling them 

to move willingly.  If we show them where to go with our reins and they do not move, they most 

often need more life, not direction.  If they do not receive the needed life to help direct the feet, 

but instead receive more direction from the reins, they will often become resentful to the 

direction by: elevating, flipping, or shaking their head, or rooting their nose against the bit.  Or 

they will become numb and dull.  All are forms of unwilling submission.  

 

4 Types of Horses and Riders    

1) No life, no direction 

2) Life with no direction 

3) No life and direction 

4) Life with direction  

 

*The horseôs head is directed with the reins.  When the slack is taken out of the reins, if the 

horse does not put slack back into the reins, the horse is being ridden in unwilling 

submission/false teaching (wearing pressure instead of giving to pressure). 

 

 There are 2 different factors here, ñdirectionò and ñlife.ò  We run into 2 problems with our 

horses, we canôt get them to go on our path, and we canôt get them motivated to go at all.  It is 

easier to get a horse on our path if they are already moving.  The goal is to start slow and build 

speed.  Start simple and get more complicated.  Get direction at a walk, then life.  Then start 

putting the two together.  Get direction and develop a soft feel at a walk, then get life.  Once you 

have the life then try to direct it.    

 

 First, just try to go straight in a perfect line.  Keep the horse directly between your hands and 

feet, on a loose rein, no leg pressure, and traveling on the set path you have chosen.  This is the 

first step to perfection: life on a straight line.  Then gradually start to complicate things and keep 

the perfection.  Start making turns and changing directions.  If perfection is lost, go straight until 

it is perfect again, until they are riding perfectly between your hands and feet.   

 

 Keep building this confidence, until any path you put them on they stay perfectly between 

your hands and feet.  Whether it is loping circles, making turns, backing up, tracking cows, any 

line whether straight, or curved, forward or back, they stay on it.  Itôs all about life, and direction.  

It would be scary to try to accomplish our job with all life and no direction, but on the other hand 

with all direction and no life, we would not get anywhere and our horse would get very sluggish 

and numb to our cues.  We need to find a balance and the goal is always perfection.  Whenever 

perfection is lost, go to a place where it can be attained again.  Try to give your horse a job, 

somewhere to go, something to do.  They get bored and numb the longer you stay doing the same 

thing without giving them something new to work on.  
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6 Steps in Building a Foundation (Direction and Life)   

 

1)  Submit and contain life on the ground 

 - Stand quietly to saddle, bridle, and mount. 

2)  Life on the ground with saddle 

 - Loping calmly and relaxed with saddle. 

3)  Direction on the ground 

  - Horizontal direction and disengaging hindquarters (Stage 1 ï Foundation of Maneuvers). 

 - Putting slack in the rein when slack is taken out; suppleness through the poll and loin 

(direction). 

 - Pivoting around the inside front foot, stopping forward motion, disengaging hindquarters    

 (Stage 1 ï Foundation of Maneuvers). 

4)  Direction on their back 

 - Disengaging hindquarters, ñDoublingò (safety valve). 

 - Standing, walking, trotting, and loping. 

 - Putting slack in the rein when pulled on and stopping forward motion, pivoting around         

 inside front foot at all speeds (Stage 1). 

5)  Life on their back 

 - Loping calmly and relaxed with rider. 

6)  Life with direction   

 - Supple through poll and loin, directing hindquarters to stay on a line. 

 - Direction and Stage 1. 

  

(See Solid Foundation of Maneuvers)     

 

D) Solid Foundation of Maneuvers 
Two types:  

 a) Mechanical 

 b) Mental 

 

- Mechanical 

 - Total control of: 

1) Head and Neck 

 2)  Shoulders 

 3)  Hindquarters  

 

Definition  of Mechanical ï The ability to move the 3 parts of the horse in any direction to 

accomplish any job (4 stages). 

 

1) Stage 1 ï Hindquarters  

 - Lateral movement of the hindquarters.  Stopping the inside front foot and pivoting the 

other feet around it. 
 - Should be able to walk the hindquarters around the inside front foot on a loose rein.  The 

hindquarters should move off our leg like an oiled-up hinge.  After an initial cue (rein, leg) the 

horse should perform at least a quarter of a circle on a loose rein and no leg pressure.  Stage 1 is 

about submitting the hindquarters and is the most important stage in the mechanical 
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foundation of maneuvers.  Stage 1 enables the horse to perform the other 3 stages in the 

mechanical foundation of maneuvers.  If any of the following stages (2, 3, or 4) are lacking, it is 

because Stage 1 is lacking. 

  

 Example ï Lightly take the slack out of your rein and lightly bring your calf into the side of 

the horse.  If the horse does not respond, make contact with your spur to the horseôs side.  If the 

horse still does not move, run the rowel of your spur up the side of the horse (only in lazy horses, 

not in a young horse that does not know what you want).  Do not poke the horse with the spur.  

This will cause the horse to tighten up.  We want to bring the life into the horse not cause them to 

become tight.  Once you have the life then direct it, stop the forward motion and pivot around the 

inside front foot.  Repeat this process: apply calf pressure, make light contact with spur, and run 

the rowel up the side of the horse.  Eventually when you lightly bring your calf into the horseôs 

side, they will pivot around the inside front foot on a loose rein and no leg pressure.  It is 

important that when the horse moves off your leg pressure you remove the pressure.  In this way 

you teach the horse to move off the pressure of your leg instead of learning to wear the pressure 

of your leg, as they are moving.  This is very important when going into Stages 3 and 4.  Once 

you remove leg pressure the horse should take at least 2 to 3 steps on their own.  This is willing 

submission, ñafter an initial cue the horse performs the task on a loose rein and no leg pressure ï 

Itôs the horseôs idea.ò  If itôs the horseôs idea, we shouldnôt have to drive him to do it.                    

 

ñDoublingò (safety valve) ï Submitting the hindquarters in a high self-preservation situation.  

Example to the left ï Tip nose to the left pulling out (not back) at roughly a 90-degree angle 

from the jaw (rein should not be longer than a foot).  Right rein should be long enough that the 

horse can bring his nose all the way to your left stirrup and still have a float in the right rein.  

Your inside shoulder should be higher, you should have more weight on your right butt cheek, 

and your head should be slightly tipped to the right side of the horseôs neck (put more weight in 

outside stirrup).  Bring left leg into the horseôs left side to direct the hindquarters to the right. 

 

 Goal ï When forward motion stops, the horse will stop driving with the hindquarters and 

pulling with the front end.  The horse will ñdisengageò the hindquarters stopping the driving 

motion.  The front left leg will change from a forward motion ñleaningò to the left, to ñpushingò 

the hindquarters around the left front leg using centrifugal force.  When this happens the horse 

will put slack in the rein bringing their head and neck to the left, arching their ribs to the right, 

and pushing the hindquarters to the right around the left front foot.  They should accomplish 

this in less than 3 steps from the time you take the slack out of the rein.  If they cannot do it 

in less than 3 steps in a walk, do not try to do it in a trot and lope.   

 

 We may have to sacrifice the head to get the feet sometimes.  Like flagging a horse tied to a 

post, they may hit the end of the rope and raise their head before they disengage their 

hindquarters.  When the feet get right, the head will be right.  After a horse hits the end of the 

firm lead rope a few times they then start preparing to move their feet before the slack is taken 

all the way out of the rein.  Apply the same concept to your horse when getting them to pivot 

around the inside front foot.  However, always come back and make sure they are soft in the 

face, ñgivingò their eye (direction).  Always remember to keep the direction (head and neck) to 

life (feet) ratio balanced.  
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2) Stage 2 ï Pulling with the Hindquarters 

 - Hindquarters pull ing the horse in a reverse motion. 

 

 Example ï Do Stage 1 a few steps each direction and lightly pull back on both reins, as the 

hindquarters are moving.  When the horse takes a step back, remove the pressure and let him 

rest.  Eventually when you lightly take the slack out of one rein (example ï left) and bring your 

left spur into the horse, they will pick up their left hind foot and bring it back.  Then lightly bring 

in your right spur and bring the right hind foot back.  If they go forward return to Stage 1 

(stopping the forward motion and pivoting around the inside front foot).  Eventually you will be 

backing your horse independently of your reins, using your feet to pick up the horseôs hind feet 

and set them back.  It will also help your horse if you slightly lean forward taking the weight off 

the hindquarters when you are backing them. 

 

 You are asking the hindquarters to move, blocking them when they go forward, and are 

giving the horse relief when they choose to move their hindquarters back.  Eventually the horse 

will begin to pull with the hindquarters when you bring life into them.  If you want to speed your 

horse up in a reverse motion, speed up Stage 1 back and forth and then bring the speed into the 

back.  Pulling harder on the reins only causes the horse to elevate their head and back crookedly.  

By bringing the life into the hindquarters, the horse is then able to pull with the hindquarters 

allowing the horse to back fast and straight.  If team ropers would work on Stage 2 in the box, it 

would eliminate most of their problems like backing crookedly, swinging their hindquarters out 

of the corner, rearing, and not wanting to stand still. 

 

 This stage is extremely important for teaching the horse to back up and stop.  It is important 

when backing our horses that they are pulling with their hindquarters and not pushing with the 

front feet.  The first step in backing should always be with the hindquarters pulling, not the front 

feet pushing.  If the horse is pushing with the front feet, possible problems may include dead 

feet, laziness, raising their head, over-flexion, and backing crookedly.  Pulling with the 

hindquarters eliminates all these problems and will help a lot with your stops.  When stopping a 

horse, I pull on both reins and let them come to a slow stop.  Then I immediately go into Stage 1, 

making quarter turns back and forth, and then go into Stage 2.  The horse eventually learns that 

when I take the slack out of both reins and sit down, their hindquarters need to stop and run 

backwards.  This teaches them to really bury their butt when they stop, without elevating their 

head and getting resentful to the reins. 

   

3) Stage 3 ï Hindquarters and Shoulders  

 - Lateral movement of both the shoulders and hindquarters together.   
      

 Example ï Lateral movement to the right ï When a horse becomes solid in Stage 1, if  we put 

our left foot into them and lightly tip their nose to the left, they should immediately swing their 

hindquarters to the right.  Then all we have to do is draw on the outside rein (right) and get 

forward motion.  As long as the horseôs hindquarters continue to move laterally and the horse has 

forward motion, they will cross over in front (laterally with shoulders).  One way to achieve this 

is to ride parallel with the fence, then swing the hindquarters out so that the horse is at a 45-

degree angle with the fence.  If the horse stays at a 45-degree angle with forward motion, he will 

cross over in front.  When the horse crosses its front feet, relieve the pressure.  Be sure to block 
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the horse with your outside right rein when you kick the hindquarters out.  If you do not, the 

horse will go past the 45-degree angle with the fence, to a 90-degree angle and then it is 

impossible to have forward motion and cross over in front.   

 

 This method is ok (45-degree angle with the fence) in the beginning to teach your horse to 

move laterally with the shoulders.  However, make sure that the horse learns to move laterally 

with their shoulders and hindquarters together.  If not, they will always move off your outside leg 

in a counter arc, which will cause major problems when going into Stage 4 (pivoting around the 

inside hind foot).  The problem will appear when you bring your outside leg into the horse to 

spin them.  They will always have their nose tipped to the outside of the circle instead of the 

inside.  They will be arced the wrong way (outside of the circle, instead of inside) and this will 

lead to them dropping their shoulders and swinging their hindquarters out in your spins.              

 

 Goal ï When we fan our left leg the horse should immediately step laterally to the right with 

the left front foot.  If he does not, go back to Stage 1 and get his hindquarters moving off your 

leg again, and then come back to the shoulders.  The end result should be walking, trotting, and 

loping in a straight line, and when we lightly fan our left leg the horse moves in a lateral motion, 

crossing the front feet to the right, with vertical direction (collection).   

 

 Preparation for Stage 4 ï The final step of Stage 3 before entering into Stage 4 should be:  

from a standing position, when we fan our outside leg (example ï left) our horse should pick up 

the inside front foot first (right).  To achieve this, move your horse in Stage 1 (pivoting around 

the inside left front foot; example ï hindquarters to the right) and lightly pull on your outside 

rein (right) keeping the hindquarters moving.  When the horse takes a lateral step with his right 

front foot, remove the pressure and reward the horse.  It is important to keep the hindquarters 

moving.  Stage 1 goes into Stage 3.  Eventually when you bring your left foot into the horse, they 

will step laterally with the right front foot.  To help your horse achieve this, put more weight on 

your outside stirrup (left leg).  The right leg will then have less resistance and it will be easier for 

the horse to pick up the right foot.         

 

4)  Stage 4 ï Shoulders  

 - Lateral movement of shoulders.  Stopping the inside hind foot and pivoting the 

shoulders around it . 

 

 Before moving to Stage 4, the horse should be solid in Stage 3 (lateral movement of 

shoulders), meaning that when we lightly bring our calf into them (our left leg) they step with 

their inside foot first (right).  If they are stepping with the outside foot first, then they are often 

counter-arcing away from our outside leg, which will cause them to be stiff through the poll and 

loin.  This is not good because the goal is to use centrifugal force to pull through the turn.  It is 

difficult for a horse that is tight through the poll and loin to pull themselves through the turn.  Go 

back to Stage 1 and get your horse pivoting around the inside front foot on a loose rein (with the 

horseôs head straight).  Then bring Stage 1 into Stage 3.  If the horse cannot do Stage 1 with their 

head straight, when we attempt to do Stage 3, the horse will go into a counter arc.     

   

 Example ï Stage 4 ï Once the horse has learned to move off the outside leg by stepping with 

the inside foot first, then the easiest method of progressing into Stage 3 is to walk the horse 
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forward and stop them when the inside hind foot is the last foot to hit the ground.  The next step 

that the horse will take will then be the inside front foot.  We then only have to pick the foot up 

and move it out and back.  Put your weight in the outside stirrup, fan your outside leg, and if you 

have direction (suppleness through the poll and loin) the horse will step laterally and slightly 

back, around the inside hind foot.  If the horse swings the hindquarters out and does not pivot 

around the inside hind foot, it is because the horse has lost direction (became tight and stiff 

through the poll and loin).  If we direct the head and the horse is stiff in the loin, the hindquarters 

have to go the opposite direction.  It is only through a supple loin and poll that a horse can pull 

himself around his inside hind foot.  This is why it is so important to not spur the horse with 

the outside leg.  I t will cause them to be stiff through the loin. 

  

Key Components in Stage 4: 

 

1) Stepping with the inside front foot first. 

2) Direction (suppleness through the poll and loin) when the slack is taken out of the rein. 

3) Picking up the inside front foot and setting it back around the inside hind foot.  

4) Hindquarters pulling the front feet around the inside hind foot. 

 

If any of these steps are missing, the horse cannot use centrifugal force to pull himself through 

the turn.  To speed the horse up in the turn, the horse must be able to freely move their front feet 

in a lateral motion and pull with the hindquarters.    

 

It is important that the horse does not learn to kick their hindquarters out during the turn.  To 

prevent this remember these tips: 

 

1) Do not pull the horse through the turn. 

 - Wait for the horseôs feet.  The reins should be tied to the feet. 

2) Do not pull the head too far.  Slightly tip their nose. 

 - The more we pull their head around, the more they will think we want Stage 1 and       

 will kick their hindquarters out. 

3) Do not kick the horse through the turn with the outside leg. 

 - This will cause them to be stiff through the poll and loin. 

4) Keep your weight to the outside. 

 - Our weight will either help the horse in the turn, or hurt the horse in the turn.  There is 

 not much middle ground.  If our weight is on the inside, the horse has to become tight 

 through the poll and loin to counter balance our weight. 

5) Do not demand too much too soon.  Slowly build their confidence. 

 - Do not try to make a full turn right away.  Try to make an octagon, then a square, and then a 

triangle. 

 - Make eighth and quarter turns, and then ride them forward so that the horse does not learn 

to kick the hindquarters out.  Instead they learn to pull with their hindquarters through the 

turn, and then push with their hindquarters out of the turn.     

 - After they are solid in pulling themselves through quarter turns, then try to make a half turn, 

then a three-quarter turn, then finally a full turn. 

  

Gaining Speed in the Turn ï Using Both Legs. 
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 - One of the best ways to gain speed in the turn is to do rollbacks.  If a horse can do a 

rollback with willing submission, without getting tight and stiff through the poll and loin, 

they are in good shape to start using the hindquarters to pull the horse in Stage 4. 

 

 - Using both legs to speed them up in the turn will prevent them from becoming stiff through 

the poll and loin by only using the outside leg. 

 

      - Push the horse forward, then lightly pull them back around the inside hind leg. 

 - If you have followed all the steps up to this point, they will not kick their hindquarters 

out.  If they do, go back to ñkey components.ò 

  

 - Use both legs to move them forward (pushing with hindquarters).  When the inside hind 

foot hits the ground, pull them around the inside hind foot and then use both legs to push 

them forward again.   

 

 - Have them take a step with the back right leg and when they step up with the left leg, pull 

them back again.  Repeat this process and eventually when you ask to speed them up with 

both legs, they will know they cannot go forward and will use centrifugal force to pull 

themselves faster into a nice spin.     

 

*Weight placement is very, very, important.  If your weight is not on the outside, it is very hard 

to have direction in the turn (suppleness through the poll and loin). 

 

 Another good way to get them to smoothly walk around the inside hind foot is to get them 

very solid in Stage 3 (when we bring our outside leg into them, example ï left, they step with the 

inside front foot first, example ï right).  Then get horizontal direction with forward motion 

(suppleness through the poll and loin).  Once the horse can complete a full circle on a loose rein 

and no leg pressure (direction), lightly bring your outside leg into them and they will go into a 

nice slow spin.  If you cannot complete a full circle with a loose rein and no leg pressure, do not 

bring your outside leg in until you can.  If they become stiff through the poll and loin once you 

have started in your spin and kick the hindquarters out, bring your inside leg in and get direction 

again.  If you have direction and a solid Stage 3, you will have no problem in Stage 4.  The 

problems in Stage 4 come from losing direction (stiff poll and loin) and not having the shoulders 

freely move off your outside leg, stepping with the inside foot first.      

 

*It is very important that when you feel the horse start to pivot around the inside hind foot 

you remove all pressure, rein and leg.  The horse will then hunt the spin to get relief.   

 

*The most important thing in all 4 stages of a ñmechanical foundation of maneuversò is the 

first step.  Slow down and take plenty of time to make sure that the first step the horse is 

taking is correct.  SLOW DOWN, AND MAKE SURE THE FIRST STEP IS CORRECT!            
  

D) Solid Foundation of Maneuvers 
Two types:  

 a) Mechanical 
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 b) Mental 

 

Definition of Mental ï Horse and rider begin to receive insight, into how they can move 

together in perfect unity to accomplish a job.  The horse experiences willing submission, good 

communication, a balanced life to direction ratio, and a mechanical foundation of maneuvers all 

at the same time.   

 

 Itôs like you are riding in the dark and somebody switches on a light.  All resistance leaves 

and it makes perfect sense to you and the horse.  The horse becomes as light as a feather, moving 

in perfect unity with the person.  There is no resistance in doing the job.  We are able to pick up 

the feet and move them wherever we want.  These are the ñah-haò moments when riding a horse.  

It is by multiplying these moments that we are able to build and keep a ñfoundation for 

perfection.ò  The goal is to multiply these moments from brief seconds, to minutes, and to hours, 

until we are left with no more resistance and find ourselves riding in absolute perfection.   

 

Three Stages of Mental Foundation:            

 Stage 1 ï Brief seconds during the ride 

 Stage 2 ï Minutes during the ride 

 Stage 3 ï Consistency during the ride       

These are the necessary stages of having a solid foundation ñwith no resistanceò to do any 

job. 

 

Direction to Perfection (Making Circles)  
 

 The rate at which a horse is able to progress is determined by the horseôs ability to stay 

on a set line and speed, whether it is straight or curved, walking or running.  When a horse 

travels off that line, we need to be able to direct and move them back on line.  When the nose is 

tipped the feet should follow.  After the nose is tipped, if the feet continue to push in the same 

direction, the method of realignment is determined by what stage the horse can perform.  The 

method of realigning the horse is either by moving the hindquarters (Stage 1), or the 

shoulders (Stage 4).  If the horse has not become solid in Stage 3, do not try to jump to Stage 4 

to realign the horse. 

 

Common Mistake   

 When a horse in Stage 1 or Stage 3 gets off line (loping circles), the person may try to push 

the shoulders over to get them back on line.  Once the horse begins to push to the outside of the 

circle, the person looks at the horseôs head, and shifts their weight to the inside to be able to kick 

the horse better with the outside leg.  This causes the horse to push out even harder to the outside 

of the circle.  The person then kicks and pulls harder to keep the horse loping, trying to pull them 

back on line.  As the pressure increases from the rider, the horseôs resistance level rises due 

to self-preservation and lack of communication.  If pushed far enough, the horse eventually 

pulls their head straight and runs off.    

 

Proper Solution 

 As a horse in Stage 1 or Stage 3 starts to push to the outside of the circle, shorten the inside 

rein, shift weight to the outside, use inside leg, and look behind you to the outside of the 
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circle (this will shift your weight, help block the shoulder, and lets the horse know where you are 

going).  Horses can feel where a person is looking.  Ride where you want to go.   

 

Preventative Maintenance 
 Donôt set negative patterns in your horse.  If he leans the first time around in your circle, 

head it off the next time.  Shorten your rein and lean to the outside before he starts to lean out in 

your circle.  Do not continually try to lope to complete the circle once the horse has become stiff 

and starts to push to the outside.  This will set a negative pattern.  Slow down to a trot if you 

need to and take the lean out by:  1) Kicking the hindquarters out, 2) Moving the shoulders 

over (if they are at the proper stage), 3) Cutting the circle in half.  By cutting the circle in 

half, it will over-compensate for the horse pushing.  In the spot where the horse was previously 

leaning, he will then be thinking about getting to the other side of the circle and will not lean.  

Once the horse has begun to think about getting to the other side of the circle, instead of pushing 

out, try to complete a full circle.  4) Circl ing to the inside or riding them higher.  If the horse 

cuts in at the top of the circle going to the left, take the horse in a little circle to the left.  (He will 

more than likely be leaning to the right at the bottom of your circle.)  Give the horse his head and 

kick him with both feet, shooting him out of the circle, ñriding higherò right at the point when he 

will no longer lean to the right and before he cuts into the left.  Kicking him with both legs will 

bring his head straight and will shoot him higher on your circle.  A person might have to take a 

few circles, but the horse will learn it is more work on the inside of the circle, than on the outside 

and will quit leaning in.  5) Loping circles in a field.  This is a very effective way of getting a 

horse to lope nice circles.  A plowed field with deep ground works the best.  Try to lope a circle 

and whenever your horse cuts in, ride him straight until the lean comes out.  Whenever he leans 

out, double him.  Disengage the hindquarters, stopping the front end, and then push your horse 

across through the other side of the circle and lope straight for a ways.  Then try to make another 

circle.     

 

Finding the Solution ï Power of Direction  

 

 All the methods I have just explained are only treating the symptoms instead of getting to the 

cure.  If you have to get a horse ready for a sale in a short time period, these methods can help 

get your horse willingly loping circles.  However, if you want to get to the cause of the problem 

or you are starting a horse from scratch and want to eliminate the problems, learn the power of 

direction.  

 

 When a horse has horizontal direction (suppleness through the poll and loin) with forward 

motion, the horseôs spinal column will make a perfect ñCò around our leg.  If the horse continues 

in this horizontal direction they will make a perfect ñO,ò which is a perfect circle.  Any problems 

that we may encounter loping circles (dropping the shoulder, leaning out in the turn) happen as a 

result of losing horizontal direction (not making a ñCò around our leg).  Instead of the spinal 

column making a perfect ñC,ò enabling a perfect circle, they become tight and stiff through the 

poll and loin resulting in the ñlò shape of the spinal column.  This results in a dropped shoulder 

or leaning out in the circle.  If we want to prevent resistance, the focus should not be loping 

circles.  The focus should be keeping horizontal direction with forward motion and we will lope 

perfect circles.  
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 Our goal should be perfect circles.  If I asked someone to draw a perfect circle on a large 

piece of paper, they would draw a small circle.  There is less room for error the smaller we make 

the circle.  Apply the same concept when loping circles.  Get horizontal direction at a walk.  Any 

time the horse becomes tight through the poll and loin, bring your leg into them until they make 

a ñCò around your leg.  Pretty soon the horse will not want to stiffen his loin and will keep a 

perfect ñCò with forward motion, making a perfect circle.  Then try a slow trot, and an extended 

trot.  Any time the loin stiffens bring your leg back in.  Pretty soon you will be trotting a perfect 

circle.  When you achieve the same thing at a lope, you will be loping perfect circles.  A horse 

does not fail to lope a perfect circle when they drop their shoulder or lean to the outside of the 

circle.  These are only the symptoms of losing horizontal direction. 

 

 

3 Stages of Breaking a Horse  
I.  Setting foundation     

II. Using jobs to build foundation      

III. Using foundation to do a job    

     

- Neglecting the foundation to get a job done is the cause of many problems. 
- The job becomes more important (sorting cows, loping circles, opening a gate) than building 

the foundation.  The job is completed, but at the expense of weakening the foundation.   

- By thinking only about the job, negative patterns are set, and the horse learns to operate 

through unwilling submission.     

- An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.  Do not let negative patterns form. 

        

 If good communication, willing submission, a balanced life to direction ratio, and a solid 

foundation of maneuvers have been established, the person is on the right path for perfection.  

Most of the problems we have with our horse result from a lack of confidence in one of these 

areas.  All hope of perfection leaves when willing submission is lost.  Once the person tries to 

force the horse into operating through unwilling submission, the perfection that was previously 

established slowly starts to diminish.     

 

 I have never achieved total perfection in any of my horses.  However, there have been times 

when I have felt perfection while I was riding.  It is by ñfeelingò these times of perfection and 

multiplying them, that I believe perfection is attainable.  I donôt know if I will ever attain total 

perfection with my horses, but I know that it is attainable.  I think the amount of perfection that 

can be experienced is entirely up to the person and how much time they are willing to work on it.  

Perfection certainly does not need to be attained to enjoy riding a horse.  However, for me the 

more times of perfection I have when I am riding, the more enjoyment I receive.  My livelihood 

revolves around horses, if I am not improving I get bored and riding colts becomes work.  The 

times I have improved the most with my horses have been when I have been aware of the times 

of perfection during a ride and tried to multiply them.   
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~Two Thought Processes~ 
Traditional Thought Process (will be referred to as Traditional) 

Primary Objective:  Get horse to do a job 

Primary Obstacle:  Horse will not do the job 

How do I get my horse to do the job? 

  

*To eliminate all problems you will ever have with your horse, change your objective.* 

 

Alternative Thought Process (Will be referred to as Alternative) 

Primary Objective:  Horse and person becoming one, ñperfect unity.ò   

- The will of the horse becoming the will of the person.  Instead of two forces moving against 

each other, two forces move together as one.  ñHis legs are my legs, we are one bodyò (Ray 

Hunt).  Ray Hunt says, ñItôs like a dance.  You are leading and the horse following, but you 

are both moving as one.ò   

 

 With the Alternative you will not have obstacles, because the objective is to eliminate the 

cause of all obstacles.  You are finding a cure instead of treating symptoms.  The Traditional 

measures outward status to determine progress.  In this mind set, perfection is unattainable, and 

has the potential of creating problems.  The Alternative deals with inward status to measure 

progress. This will not cause problems and has the potential of experiencing perfection.  

     

 The primary difference between the two thought processes is perfection.  The goal of one is 

perfection, and the goal of the other is job completion.  Here is the question.  Is perfection 

attainable?  Can it be experienced with our horse?  Can it be experienced in our life?  Or are we 

striving for something that is unattainable?  The rest of this book hinges around this question.  

Tom believed in perfection and he strived to achieve it with every horse.  Tom tried to get others 

to ñfeelò this perfection and to help them reach it.  Although not many did, this was the goal.  

 

 The Greek word for perfect is teleios and means; Complete (in various applications of labor, 

growth, mental, and moral character) completeness.  Just like Adam was in the beginning; 

through Jesus washing us of all our sin, we can enter back into the completeness Adam 

experienced before the fall of mankind.  We can return to total completeness in mental and moral 

character.  ñTill we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 

God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.ò 

(Ephesians 4:13)   

 

 God believes in perfection, and that is why He sent His Son to live inside us, to complete us.  

The Spirit of Christ lives within us, ñDon't you know that you yourselves are God's temple 

and that God's Spirit lives in you?ò (1 Corinthians 3:16), and it is through Him (not us) that 

we can be totally complete.  There is nothing we can do within ourselves to experience this 

perfection, perfection comes only  from us getting out of the way and letting Jesus live through 

us.  Just like Ray Hunt says, he is a part of the horse and they are moving together as one.  The 

same completeness is available, as we decrease and Christ is formed within us.  ñI in them, and 

thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou 

hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved meò  (John 17:23). As we begin to get 
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out of the way (our fleshly nature/ self-preservation) we begin to look like Christ and act like 

Christ, until we no longer find ourselves falling into sin. This is the goal in our spiritual walk. In 

Philippians 3:12-15 Paul says, ñNot that I have already attained this, or have already been 

made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 

Brothers I do not consider myself to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting 

what is behind and straining on what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize 

for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. (NIV) Let us therefore as many 

as be perfect be thus minded: and if in anything you be otherwise minded God shall reveal 

even this unto you. (KJV)ò  
 

 The level of perfection that can be experienced, with a horse and with God, is entirely up to 

each individual and how much we are willing to die to ourselves ñI die dailyò (1 Corinthians 

15:31).  It is a matter of getting out of our self-preservation (thoughts involving I, me, we, us), so 

the completeness of Christ can live in and through us.  Just like with the horse it takes lots of 

time and lots of patience.  ñBut let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect 

and entire, wanting nothingò (James 1:4-5).  I believe that perfection in Christ is attainable 

and we can live in the perfect will of God. ñAnd be not conformed to this world: but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is good, and 

acceptable, and perfect, will of Godò (Romans 12:2).   I believe in the Bible and the Bible tells 

me there is perfection ñinò Christ Jesus ñWhom we preach, warning every man, and teaching 

every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesusò 

(Colossians 1:28).     
 

 George Fox (1624-1691), the founder of the Quaker church and an amazing man of God, said 

in his journal, ñIn all the sects of Christendom (so called) I found none to be told that they should 

ever come into the state of Adamôs perfection.  The state in which Adam was in before he fell.ò  

Fox suffered many beatings at the hands of Christians and was not accepted by the church.  What 

was it that he said that enraged the early church?  He said they could return to the state they were 

in before the fall, return to perfection, enter back into a close, intimate relationship with God 

here on earth.  

 

 ñMoreover the Lord God let me see, when I was brought up onto this image in righteousness 

and holiness, and into the paradise of God, the state how Adam was made a living soul, and also 

the stature of Christ, the mystery, that had been hid from ages and generations, which things are 

hard to be uttered and cannot be borne by many.  For, of all the sects in Christendom (so called) 

that I discoursed withal, I found none that could bear to be told that any should come to Adamôs 

perfection, into that image of God and righteousness and holiness that Adam was in before he 

fell, to be so clear and pure without sin, as he was.  Therefore how should they be able to bear 

being told that nay should grow up to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, when 

they cannot bear to hear that any should come, whilst upon earth, into the same power and Spirit 

that the prophets and apostles were in?  Though it be a certain truth, that none can understand 

their writings aright without the same Spirit by which they were writtenò (Fox, 1997). 

 

 I do not understand how Christian churches do not believe in perfection that is through 

Christ.  This is what Christ died for, ñKnowing this, that our old man (self-preservation/flesh) 

is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should 
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not serve sin.  For he that is dead is freed from sin.  Now if we be dead with Christ, we 

believe that we shall also live with him:  Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead 

dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him.  For in that he died, he died unto 

sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.  Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be 

dead indeed unto sin (self-preservation), but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lordò 

(Romans 6:6-11 KJV).  Through Jesus Christ we no longer have to live in our ñold manò 

(imperfection).  We can live ñinò Christ Jesus (perfection).  ñThere is therefore now no 

condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh (old man), 

but after the Spiritò (Romans 8:1 KJV).  Jesus died to restore that which was taken.  What was 

taken?  Perfection with God.  ñWhom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every 

man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesusò (Colossians 

1:28).    
 
 Under the old covenant perfection was never attainable.  ñFor the law having a shadow of 

good things to come and not the very image of the things can never with those sacrifices 

which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfectò (Hebrews 

10:1). ñFor the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did: by which 

we draw near to God.ò (Hebrews 7:19).   Under the new covenant we have free access to God 

in the Holy of Holies where we can experience the Glory of God and be transformed into the 

image of Jesus Christ.  ñBut we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the 

Lord are changed (Greek-transformed) into the same image from glory to glory even as by 

the Spirit of the Lord (2 Corinthians 3:18).  This is huge people!!!   I will explain the old and 

new covenant in greater detail in a few chapters, but just know that under the old covenant 

perfection was unattainable, but thank you Jesus, under the new covenant it is!  Think about that 

scripture in 2 Corinthians 3:18 that is one of my favorite scriptures in the entire bible.   

 

 Jesus is perfect, we are imperfect; however by spending time ñinò His presence ñinò the glory 

of the most High God, we can be transformed into His image.  How great it that!  We have free 

access to God where we can be transformed into His image; all we have to do is come to Him. 

Not that we ever become God, but that through submitting ourselves to Christ the Spirit of Christ 

can live through us. ñBut ye are come unto mount Zion and unto the heavenly Jerusalem, 

and to an innumerable company of angels.  To the general assembly and church of the 

firstborn, which are written in heaven and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of just 

men made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of the New Covenant, and to the blood of 

sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.ò (Hebrews 12:22-24).   All we have 

to do is come to Jesus and let Him transform or imperfections (mind, body and spirit) into the 

perfection that is found ñinò and only ñinò Him.  Just like the women with the issue of blood that 

said, ñIf I may but touch His cloths, I shall be made wholeò (Mark 5:28). All we have to do 

is press through the crowds of the world (religion, work, pride, money) and touch the robe of 

God.   

 

 If we are transformed into the image of Jesus from Glory to Glory (2 Corinthians 3:18);   

Jesus did not have any sickness or disease, Jesus didnôt have any imperfections in His mind, 

body, or spirit.  Thank you Jesus, that we can be transformed into your image: mind ñwe have 

the mind of Christò (Corinthians 2:16), body ñnow he himself bore our sin in his bodyéby 

his stripes we are healedò (1 Peter 2:24), (Romans 8:11), spirit ñFor ye have not received 
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the spirit of bondage again to fear, but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we 

cry, Abba, Father.ò (Romans 8:15).  He was perfect in everyway and this is what is available 

to anyone that would take up their cross and follow him.  ñAnd he that taketh not his cross, 

and followeth after me is not worthy of meò (Matthew 10:28).      
 

 Why canôt the church bear to be told they can reach the state Adam was in before the fall, the 

state of Christ Jesus?  The reason is they are not being taught by God, but by man.  Being made 

perfect in Christ is only attainable through Christ Jesus, not by religion and not by works.  

ñHowbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, 

nor the princes of this world, that come to nought: But we speak the wisdom of God in a 

mystery, even a hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our gloryò (1 

Corinthians 2:6).  Perfection could NEVER come from man, but only from God; Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit, the Trinity.  ñBe ye therefore perfect even as your Father in heaven is 

perfectò (Matthew 5:48).  Jesus was the example and He does want us to follow Him.  ñThe 

disciple is not above his master:  but everyone that is perfect shall be as his masterò (Luke 

6:40).   

     

 Fox told the people that God did not dwell in temples made with hands, that we were the 

temple of God and that Christ was within us, ñDon't you know that you yourselves are God's 

temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?ò (1 Corinthians 3:16).  He tried to get the people to 

listen to the Holy Spirit and let them be taught by God.  Fox tried to reach the church, but after 

suffering beatings, imprisonments, and many hardships, he was only able to reach a small 

number.  Fox was not dealing with children that wanted to know their Father.  He was dealing 

with adults who had been taught by man and felt they could gain maturity in Christ through the 

church and its theology.  

  

 George Fox wrote, ñNow I was come up in spirit through the flaming sword into the paradise 

of God.  All things were new, and all the creation gave another smell into me than before, 

beyond what words can utter.  I knew nothing but pureness, and innocence, and righteousness, 

being renewed up into the image of God by Christ Jesus, so that I say I was come up to the state 

of Adam which he was in before he fell.  The creation was opened to me, and it was showed me 

how all things had their names given them according to their nature and virtue.  And I was at a 

stand in my mind whether I should practice physic for the good of mankind, seeing the nature 

and virtues of the creatures were so opened to me by the Lord.  But I was immediately taken up 

in spirit, to see into another or more steadfast state than Adamôs in innocence, even into a state in 

Christ Jesus that should never fall.  And the Lord showed me that such as were faithful to him in 

the power and light of Christ, should come up into that state in which Adam was before he fell, 

in which the admirable works of the creation, and the virtues thereof, may be known, through the 

opening of that divine Word of wisdom and power by which they were made.ò 

 

 This is basically the pivot point of the two thought processes: those that believe there is 

perfection ñinò Christ Jesus and are willing to die to themselves to experience it, and those that 

do not believe perfection can be experienced and are not willing to get out of their self-

preservation (flesh) to experience it.  Are ye so foolish?  Having begun in the spirit are ye now 

made perfect in the flesh?  (Galations 3:3).  Paul had not received total perfection in 

Philippians 3, but he was striving for it.  Paul knew that he was imperfect within himself in 
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Romans 7 and could not follow Gods commands.  Thatôs why in Romans 8 he tells us of a better 

way.  He says there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, ñTherefore, there is 

now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh but 

after the Spiritò (Romans 8:1).  There is perfection in Christ Jesus, ñWhom we preach 

warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man 

perfect in Christ Jesusò (Colossians 1:28).  Paul believed in perfection in Christ.  He knew he 

was perfect in Christ.  Tom also believed in perfection, and he worked to achieve this in his 

horses.  The two thought processes determine what type of submission we will enter into: willing 

ñseeking relief,ò or unwilling ñgiving to pressure.ò  Our choice is whether we want to strive for 

perfection in Christ, or focus on job completion.  The same is true with our horse.     

 

 

Striving For Perfection ï Evidence from Scripture  

 
 If anyone wants to know what I believe on any topic relating to doctrine and theology, or 

anything for that matter, let it be known that I believe Godôs word.  I believe the word of God 

and I believe His word can set us free from any and every problem in this life. ñAnd you shall 

know the truth and the truth shall make you free.ò (John 8:32).  What saddens me is Godôs 

word is not setting ALL of His children free.  What saddens me terribly is that sometimes the 

bible actually divides His children.  This should not be!  However, with the 100ôs of different 

translations I think Godôs word has gotten watered down in some of the translations.  Just be 

careful, ñFor I testify unto every man that hears the words of the prophecy of this book. If 

any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him plagues that are written in 

this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, 

God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out the holy city, and from the 

things which are written in this book (Revelations 22:18, 19).   

 

 Make sure you are truly reading Godôs word and not someone elseôs translation of what they 

think Godôs word was trying to say.  Godôs word should not divide His children, but unite His 

children.  Show me division somewhere among Godôs children and I will show you a group of 

people that are not hearing Godôs word.  ñIn them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:  You will 

be ever hearing but never understanding.  You will be ever seeing but never perceiving.  

For this peopleôs heart has become calloused they hardly hear with their ears, and they 

have closed their eyes.  Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, 

understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them. (Matthew 13:14, 15).     
            

 When relating to controversial issues in the bible I read the King James Version and look the 

words up in the Strong Concordance to see what the words truly mean.  We need to remember 

the words in the bible were originally spoken in Hebrew and Greek.  I am not saying that we 

need to learn Hebrew and Greek to read the bible.  However, on average it takes five words in 

English to describe one word in the Greek.  I would highly suggest if you are trying to solve 

disputes, researching or digging, to look up what the words truly mean and let the Holy Spirit 

reveal the truth to you.  "But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, 

and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all 

things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in himò (1 

John 2:27).   
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 E-Sword is a great computer program that is a quick and easy way to see what the words 

actually meant in the Greek and Hebrew.  E-sword has been a tremendous tool in my spiritual 

walk, helping me mature from only drinking milk to eating some very tasty meat.  ñAnd I 

brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal (worldly), even as 

unto babes in Christ.  I have fed you with milk and not with meat:  for hitherto you were 

not able to beat it, neither, yet now are ye able (1 Corinthians 3:1, 2).  We have much to say 

about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn.  In fact, though by this 

time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of 

Godôs word all over again.  You need milk, not solid food!  Anyone who lives on milk, being 

still a infant, is not acquainted with the teachings about righteousness.  But solid food is for 

the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.ò 

(Hebrews 5:11-14).  I am not saying that the King James Version is the only translation to read.  

However, it is the only translation we can look up the words in the Greek and Hebrew and this 

has been the difference in my life from drinking milk and eating meat; from reading someone 

interpretation of Godôs word, to truly reading Godôs word in the fullest.  I think if all Godôs 

children were reading the same book, there would be a lot less division between us.                

 

There are people that believe different things about perfection; within the next few pages is what 

I believe.  I believe the bible, I believe Godôs word.          

  

Perfect 
 

Matthew 5:48 ï Be ye therefore perfect even as your father in heaven in perfect.   

 

Matthew 19:21 ï If though wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and 

though shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me.   

 

Luke 6:40 ï The disciple is not above his master:  but everyone that is perfect shall be as his 

master.   

 

John 17:23 ï I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the 

world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.  

          

Romans 12:2 ï And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, that ye may prove what is good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.   

 

1 Corinthians 2:6 ï Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the 

wisdom of this world, nor the princess of this world, that come to nought: But we speak the 

wisdom of God in a mystery, even a hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto 

our glory. 

   

1 Corinthians 13:9-11 ï For we know in part and we prophesy in part.  But when that which is 

perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.  When I was a child, I spake like a 

child, I understood like a child, I thought like a child:  but when I became a man, I put away 

childish things. 
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2 Corinthians 13:11 ï Finally brethren, farewell.  Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one 

mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.         

 

Galatians 3:3 ï Are ye so foolish?  Having begun in the spirit are ye now made perfect in 

the flesh?  

 

Ephesians 4:13 ï Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 

God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.   

 

Philippians 3:12-15 ï Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect:  but 

I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended.  Brethren, I count 

not myself to have apprehended:  but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind 

and reaching forth unto those things which are before.  I press toward the mark of the prize of 

the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus 

minded:  and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.      

 

Colossians 1:28 ï Whom we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom; 

that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.   

 

Colossians 4:12 ï Epaphras, who is one of you, as servant of Christ, saluteth you, always 

laboring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of 

God. 

 

1 Thessalonians 3:10 ï Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face and 

might perfect that which is lacking in our faith.   

 

2 Timothy 3:17 ï That the man of God may be perfect thoroughly furnished unto all good 

works.          

 

Hebrews 2:10 ï For it became him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in 

bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through 

sufferings.      

 

Hebrews 7:19 ï For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did:  

by which we draw near to God.   

 

Hebrews 10:1 ï For the law having a shadow of good things to come and not the very image of 

the things can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the 

comers thereunto perfect. 

 

Hebrews 12:22-24 ï But ye are come unto mount Zion and unto the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 

an innumerable company of angels.  To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which 

are written in heaven and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 

and to Jesus the mediator of the New Covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh 

better things than that of Abel. 
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Hebrews 13:21 ï Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that 

which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever.  

Amen.   

 

James 1:4-5 ï But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, 

wanting nothing.   
 

James 3:2 ï For in many things we offend all, if  any man offend not in word, the same man is 

a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body. 

 

1 Peter 5:10 ï But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ 

Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.        

 

1 John 4:17-18 ï Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the Day of 

Judgment:  because as he is, so are we in this world.  There is no fear in love; but perfect love 

casteth out fear:  because fear hath torment.  He that feareth is not made perfect.   

 

Perfected, Perfecting, Perfection, Perfectly, Perfectness 

 
1 John 4:12 ï No man hath seen God at any time.  If we love one another, God dwelleth in us 

and His love is perfected in us. 

 

Colossians 3:14 ï And above all these things put on charity (agape = love), which is the bond 

of perfectness. 

 

Ephesians 4:12 ï For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 

of the body of Christ.      

 

2 Corinthians 13:9 ï For we are glad, when we are weak, and ye are strong: and this also we 

wish, even your perfection.   

 

Hebrews 5:14, 6:1 ï But strong meat belongeth to them that are full age, even those who by 

reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. Therefore leaving the 

principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation 

of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God.   

 

1 Corinthians 1:10 ï Now I beseech you breatheren by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

ye all speak the same thing and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly 

joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.  
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~Job Completion vs. True Unity~ 
 To better explain the two thought processes, I will use some of my own experiences in riding 

saddle bronc horses.  The Lord has taught me a lot about operating through job completion vs. 

true unity in my bronc riding throughout the years.  I will start by giving a brief history before I 

get into what I have learned up to date. 

   

 I started riding saddle broncs my freshman year in high school.  I got on 3 horses at the 

district rodeos and qualified for state.  After my freshman year, I knew I was going to be a saddle 

bronc rider.  By my sophomore year, riding broncs was beginning to click and become lots of 

fun.  I won state and ended up sixth at nationals.  Riding broncs came very easil y for me and I 

could see myself making a career out of it.   

 

 However, my junior year I began to get sick and my bronc riding skills began to go down 

hill.  Whenever my body would receive a little adrenalin instead of getting excited I would 

become tired and weak.  The mitochondria in my muscles which usually supply strength became 

shriveled up, causing my muscles to ache like when a person has the flu.  Just the thought of 

riding broncs would make me tired and weak.  I would usually sleep right up until the time I had 

to get on a bucking horse.  In high school, not many kids actually rode their horses, so if a person 

rode a horse, they usually would place pretty high and receive points for the year-end awards.  At 

the state finals it was the same thing.  If a person rode all 3 horses at state they were usually 

guaranteed a trip to the National High School Finals.   

 

 Before I would get on a bronc, I would always be tired and weak, and often dizzy.  When I 

would try to kick loose and spur the horse so I could receive more points, I had trouble keeping 

my balance.  Due to the sickness, I hardly ever practiced and except for a hometown rodeo, I 

never went to any other rodeos besides high school rodeos.  I got in a habit of just getting the 

horses covered my junior and senior year instead of trying to better my spur ride and become a 

better rider.  I would get my horses covered, but picked up many bad habits in the process.  I 

made it to nationals my junior and senior years, and received a scholarship to Walla Walla 

Community College to ride saddle bronc horses.  At nationals my senior year, I tried to loosen up 

to spur the horses I had drawn, but got bucked off both my horses.   

 

 I didnôt figure it was safe for me to ride anymore due to the fact that I would get dizzy and 

didnôt have any strength before getting on bucking horses.  I told the coach at Walla Walla I 

could no longer rodeo and decided to hang up riding saddle bronc horses for a while.  For the 

next 2 years I did not get on any bucking horses and the Lord began to speak to me telling me 

His plans for my future.               

   

 One time at a Bible study, I was praying during our time of praise and worship, and the Lord 

gave me a vision in which I was making a perfect saddle bronc ride, with Jesus riding behind me.  

I then saw myself back behind the chutes talking to people about the Lord with a Bible in my 

hand.  I asked the Lord if He wanted me to start riding broncs again and He said He did and gave 

me a scripture.   

 

 He gave me Ezekiel 2:3-5, ñHe said: "Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites, to a 
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rebellious nation that has rebelled against me; they and their fathers have been in revolt 

against me to this very day.  The people to whom I am sending you are obstinate and 

stubborn.  Say to them, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says.'  And whether they listen 

or fail to listenðfor they are a rebellious houseðthey will know that a prophet has been 

among them.ò 
  

 When the Lord had given me the vision and the scripture, I questioned Him wondering what 

I would say and if I was the right man for the job.  The Lord immediately gave me Exodus 4:11-

12, ñThe LORD said to him, "Who gave man his mouth?  Who makes him deaf or mute?  

Who gives him sight or makes him blind?  Is it not I, the LORD?  Now go; I will help you 

speak and will teach you what to say.ò     
 

 After the Lord gave me the second scripture, I figured the first one was not a mistake and the 

Lord must have known what He was doing.  It sounded good to me and I was excited to be an 

instrument of God.  A few months went by and I had an opportunity to go to Kentucky to work 

on some race horse farms.  I decided to pray about it, and as I was praying I saw Jesus and 

myself walking down a paved walkway in the middle of a paddock in Kentucky.  As we were 

walking, the Lord was pointing out into the pasture at what I thought were clumps of grass.  

However, as we walked further the clumps of grass became people that the Lord wanted me to 

talk to.  I took this as a sign that the Lord wanted me to go to Kentucky.   

 

 While I was in Kentucky, the Lord continued to minister to me and I had the opportunity to 

visit with some people about the Lord.  It was a very good time.  One time as I was praying in 

Kentucky, I saw Amaia (my wife) and myself walking to Montana with Jesus in between us.  We 

were both holding onto Jesusô hand, and walked from Idaho to Montana and opened a book.  

Once we opened the book, flames started coming out of the book and people started gathering 

around the flames dancing.  The place on the map we walked to in Montana looked like it could 

have been Bozeman, Montana.  I had applied to Montana State University in high school, and the 

rodeo coach agreed to pay for my books and tuition to ride saddle bronc horses for them.  Even 

though this was a better offer and a university, I turned it down to go to Walla Walla Community 

College because all my drinking buddies were going there.  I called the MSU rodeo coach, after 

not being on a saddle bronc horse for 2 years, and the coach offered me the same deal; books and 

tuition.   

 

 I finished 4 years of riding saddle bronc horses for MSU.  Riding saddle broncs paid for my 

Bachelor of Science degree and most of my Masters degree at MSU.  The Lord has taught me an 

awful lot about life and starting colts through riding saddle broncs the past several years. 

 

 It all boils down to what our focus is: job completion or true unity.  When I started riding 

broncs again after being sick, I had a lot to work through.  I had not ridden for 2 years, and the 

previous 2 years I had ridden sick, developing many bad habits.  It took me 4 years to get back 

on the same track I felt like I was starting on my sophomore year in high school.  I would have to 

say riding broncs is one of my favorite things to do.  However, I have had to try to overcome 

many of Satanôs strongholds.  It doesnôt matter what it is, once we have failed in any area of our 

life, Satan will be right there to remind us of our failures. 
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 Every time I would get on a bronc, I would think about all of the horses that I had ridden 

tired and weak, and I had an imperfect ride pictured in my mind, consciously or subconsciously.  

This in turn caused me to not make a good ride.  When I started riding again at MSU, it took me 

another couple of years to try to break all the bad habits and get my head straight again.  The 

Lord showed me one time when I was praying, that I was like Mel Gibson in the movie 

ñMaverick.ò  He wakes up on the back of a horse in the middle of a desert with a noose tied 

around his neck and snakes all around the horseôs feet.  This was me in my bronc riding.  The 

snakes were all of the negative things I would be thinking about before getting on a horse.  I 

pictured all of the bad rides in my mind, instead of thinking about Christ and making a perfect 

bronc ride.  I was doomed for failure before I even opened the chute gate.  As much as I tried, I 

could not get all the rides of imperfection out of my mind.  They continued to haunt me.        

 

 As I was praying, I saw a big wave come through and wash away all the snakes and the 

noose around my neck.  I then saw myself riding in a lush green garden making a perfect bronc 

ride.  This symbolized riding in the flesh and riding in the Spirit.  When I am riding in the flesh 

Satan can get to me and keep my focus on the past and all my failures.  However, through the 

power of the Holy Spirit, God can wash away all of our imperfections of the past and we can 

start over in perfection.  When we are focused on job completion (riding broncs) Satan can have 

a stronghold on us.  However, if we become filled with the Holy Spirit and the power of Christ is 

living through us (true unity) Satan cannot tell us lies.   

 

 The Lord brought these visions to life the summer between receiving my BS degree and 

starting my Masters degree.  I entered up and went to 7 pro rodeos.  The Lord showed me the 

power of riding in true unity versus focusing on job completion.  The focus of the summer was to 

be a light for Christ.  I did not worry about riding horses, but to love on God and anybody I came 

in contact with.  I won $3,500 in 7 rodeos, but the most amazing thing of that summer by far was 

the power of riding in true unity/perfection in Christ vs. worrying about job completion.   

 

 I rodeoed with a couple of kids from Nevada that had a camper, and before I got on every 

bronc, I would get in the camper, read my Bible and become filled with the Holy Spirit.  One 

time as I was praying, the Lord told me, ñSatan has asked to sift you as wheatò (Luke 22:31).  

This kind of scared me a little bit, so I asked, ñWill you be there Lord?ò  The Lord replied, ñI 

will never leave you nor forsake youò (Joshua 1:5).  I then asked, ñWill he hurt me Lord?ò and 

the Lord replied, ñThe LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and I 

am helpedò (Psalm 28:7).  After hearing this, I thought good enough for me, letôs get it on.   

 

 I went to the rodeo in Logan, UT and remained filled with the Holy Spirit, talking to people 

and trying to show the love of Christ.  When I got on my bronc, he stalled in the chute, and they 

hotshotted him to get him to leave.  When they buzzed him out, he reared up and came over on 

top of me, hitting my head on the back of the chute.  I did not end up under the horse and was 

only a little dazed from hitting my head.  I received a re-ride and the next horse I got on was 

awesome.  He came out bucking, just like a bronc rider wants a horse to buck.  He bogged his 

old head to the ground and was kicking at the roof.  I was trying to set my feet really hard and 

spur the horse in the neck to ensure I had a high point spur ride.  However, I spurred over my 

bronc rein and got bucked off.  
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 Getting bucked off is something that really eats on me.  Even when I was sick, I hardly ever 

got bucked off.  I grew up riding colts and working on ranches, and whenever a person gets 

bucked off, they can expect to be made fun of.  Getting bucked off is something a cowboy does 

not like to do.  Itôs kind of a ñCatch-22.ò  If there is somebody around to catch your horse that is 

good, but you know you will be made fun of.  If there isnôt anyone around, you will not be made 

fun of, but you may have to walk a long way to get your horse.  Cowboys do not like getting 

bucked off, and this has been a problem in my bronc riding.   

 

 When I was sick I would often ñsafety-upò to get the horse ridden instead of making an 80-

point spur ride or get bucked off trying.  I hate getting bucked off, and this is an area where Satan 

is able to get into my head and do some damage.  Whenever I get bucked off, Satan immediately 

starts telling me stuff like: ñYou suck,ò ñYou must not be a very good bronc rider, to get bucked 

off,ò ñLook at all these people that just watched you get bucked off, they think you suck too.ò  

For a long time after I was sick I was scared to get on broncs.  Not from getting hurt, but from 

failure.  Whenever I would get bucked off, it would immediately confirm my biggest fear, that I 

was a failure, that I was not a very good bronc rider.  I was worried about what everyone else 

thought, and as soon as I would get bucked off, I was sure that everyone thought I was a lousy 

bronc rider.  I would tell myself that and eventually I would have myself convinced.      

 

 It took me a long time to realize that sometimes even good bronc riders get bucked off.  It 

doesnôt mean that you are a bad bronc rider, you just had a bad day.  So when I spurred over my 

rein at the rodeo and got bucked off, this was a place that Satan could do some real damage.  

However, the Lord had already warned me, so it had no effect on me.  I went back behind the 

chutes and did not let Satanôs lies have any effect on me.   

 

 During the bull riding they set off some fireworks, and I remember watching a particular 

firework go off not far from the chutes.  There was one spark that came away from the rest, shot 

clear up in the air and veered off straight behind the chutes.  I continued to watch it, and it fell 

down to the stripping chutes, not 10 to 15 feet from where I was standing and exploded.  It did 

not hurt anyone, only startled everyone, and got everyoneôs attention.  The Lord then told me, 

ñWorks of fire.ò  The Holy Spirit is a consuming fire, ñFor the LORD your God is a 

consuming fireò (Deuteronomy 4:24), and the Lord was showing me that He wanted to unleash 

His Holy Spirit behind the bucking chutes.  I finished off the summer and the Lord continued to 

speak to me.  I had a blast.  

 

 My focus had shifted from job completion to becoming one with Christ (perfect unity).  Once 

a person has found this place, he no longer has to fear the lies of Satan, because the Lord can 

speak truth to you and warn you of the future, just as the Lord did with me in Logan, UT. 

 

 I started back in college in the fall of 2006, and for some reason it did not take long to forget 

what I had learned during the summer.  For the third year in a row I started the spring season 

winning the saddle bronc riding in one of the toughest regions in the NIRA, the Big Sky region.  

My focus shifted to job completion, trying to stay in the lead, instead of true unity with Christ.  

For the third year in a row, it all fell apart at the last rodeo of the season and I barely ended up 

qualifying for Nationals.   
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 My sophomore year I missed going to Nationals by 6 points.  If I would have placed one 

place higher at any rodeo throughout the year, I would have qualified.  My junior year I did 

almost the same thing, finishing in the fourth spot.  I had a horrible last rodeo, and if I would 

have placed one place higher on my last horse I would have qualified.  The team however, 

qualified in the top two for the region, and because I had been on the team the entire year, I got 

to go to Nationals.  I had pretty good luck at Nationals making it to the short go, but got bucked 

off a trashy horse in the short go.   

 

 So my senior year you would think I would have learned to focus on true unity vs. job 

completion.  Nope, I enjoy banging my head against a wall doing the same thing over and over.  

Missoula is always the last rodeo and is a double header.  I went into the last rodeo winning the 

region and was focused on winning the region and the saddle that went along with it.  I figured 

after the first 2 years I pretty well had it coming.  I thought it was my last year and it was time 

for the Lord to do a little blessing.  After all, I kept a pretty good attitude the last 2 years.  This 

was my time to shine.  (I wasnôt quite that arrogant about it.  However, I did believe that my 

senior year would be my year.) 

      

 The arena was a standing lake and was a good foot under mud and water.  I drew a tiny little 

colt for my first horse of the last rodeo of the year, and he did come out bucking.  He came out 

and blew in two, jumping and kicking, sucking back.  I am not trying to embellish the story, but 

he did even do a little sun fishing (I have the picture to prove it).  The horse set up, leaped into 

the air, and kicked off to the side.  While the horse was hanging in the air, I reached up and stuck 

the horse as hard as I could with my spurs in the neck, listening to the people whooping and 

hollering behind the chutes. 

 

 I just remember thinking ñVictory, here we come!ò  The next jump the horse set back on his 

hindquarters, leaped forward, and drove his head between his legs, launching me over the horseôs 

head and into the lake of mud and water.  It was bad enough that I had been winning the region 

for the third year in a row and came up short.  It was bad enough that for the past 2 years it came 

down to this particular rodeo.  It was also bad enough to be making a good ride and then get 

ñsucker punchedò by a wiry little colt, which looked like he had just been pulled off his mother.  

I also hate getting bucked off, and got bucked off the last horse of the season.  But to top it all 

off, when I did get bucked off, my head was driven into a lake of mud and water and I was 

covered from head to toe with mud.              

 

 As soon as I hit the mud, I bounced up and started to lose control.  I wanted to go back 

behind the chutes and hit something really hard.  When I became sick in high school, I developed 

a temper that kind of scared me.  I didnôt just get mad, I would lose control.  One of the side 

effects of the Epstein Bar Virus is a bad temper, and boy, did I have one.  I would go from being 

tired and sluggish, to an out of control maniac.  I would feel something come over me, and I 

would honestly lose total control of my thought processes.  I just wanted to tear something to 

pieces.  Looking back, I know this came from Satan, and I can see how he could drive people to 

do something they never thought they could do.  

  

 My temper was often out of control in football my junior year.  I wanted to play linebacker, 

but I had to play corner, a position I hated.  Corner takes a little finesse.  You have to wait for the 
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person to catch the ball before you can hit them.  I had a problem with that concept.  I led the 

league in tackles, sacks and had double the next guy in pass interferences.  I liked to hit.  As soon 

as I would get called for pass interference, I would honestly lose control.  No one would really 

get mad at me; they would just try to calm me down and try to keep me from losing control.   

 

 I felt like The Hulk.  I would try to keep control, but something would take over in my body 

and I would transform into a mad man.  Most of the time when I would get called for pass 

interference, the following play would be a corner blitz.  I do not know where I went during 

these times, but a mad man would take over.  I never snapped on a person outside of football, but 

would often lose control while working.  An example would be the simple task of setting a brace 

post.  I would be working and if something wouldnôt go right, I would lose control and start 

beating the post until I had nothing left.  I would fall to the ground exhausted and sometimes it 

would take 15 minutes until I had enough strength to get back up (Yeah, pretty stupid).                            

 

 I had a bad and stupid temper that the Lord has had to help me overcome.  I notice that the 

less time I spend with the Lord, the more tired I become, and the quicker I lose my temper.  The 

more time I spend with the Lord, the more strength and patience I receive.   

 

 After getting bucked off, I felt one of these temper tantrums start to billow up.  I had the urge 

to throw and kick anything I came in contact with.  However, I kept my composure.  I took a 

deep breath and had the Lord give me some perspective.  I then sucked it up and helped the 

competition that would end up beating me.  Helping the competition felt good.  This is what 

being a light for Christ is all about.  Besides, maybe if enough light shined through, it would help 

dry out some of the mud I was caked with.    

 

 Once the rodeo was over, I had officially come in third place, again.  I could only laugh and 

think, ñWell, I guess I am just going to have to win Nationals.ò  Before I could leave I had to go 

to the awards ceremony to receive my third place award, and of course, be a good sport and let 

my light shine; blah, blah, blah.  Well, when they announced the bronc riding champion, who do 

you think they announced?  None other than yours truly.  I was the 2007 Big Sky Region Saddle 

Bronc Riding Champion.  I went up and got my picture taken holding my newly engraved 

champion trophy saddle.  I thought surely they had made a mistake, but who knows, we serve a 

mighty God.  Maybe even through all this the Lord had found a way to bless me. 

 

 Nope, they had made a mistake.  I was still in third place.  However, it felt good to be 

humiliated and humbled a little further.  I guess I had not quite had enough mud thrown in my 

face for the day.  Oh well, I figured I was just being tested and that I would get them at 

Nationals.  I mean who cares about being the Regional Champion when you could be the 

National Champion.  So I had it in my mind that I would just stand on faith that I was going to 

win Nationals. 

 

 So did I end up winning Nationals?  Well, let me tell you the story.  The first horse I got on 

was supposed to have some ducks and dives, but ended up being straight down the pen, a nice 

horse.  I got tapped off and was thinking, ñThis is fun.  This will be a good horse to start off on.ò  

I was looking under my rein, watching my feet reach up and spur him in the neck, just as relaxed 

as could be, another day at the office.  The horse was following the pickup man and for some 
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reason I looked to see how close the fence was.  Right then the horse threw his head up, sucked 

back underneath me and threw me to the ground.  I made a great 7-second spur ride.   

 

 Needless to say, this did not quite line up with my plans of winning the National Finals.  I 

tried to keep a good attitude, but was kind of discouraged and was a brat to Amaia.  Before 

getting on my second horse, I thought, ñI need to spend some time with the Lord.ò  I needed to 

get filled with the Holy Spirit like I did last summer.  I laid down behind the chutes on my bronc 

bag and began to pray.  The Holy Spirit began to come and the Lord began to speak to me.  I 

remembered what He had told me about having the noose around my neck and worrying about 

stuff, instead of focusing on being one with Him.  He told me I need to be filled with love.  

ñLove is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not 

rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongsò (1 

Corinthians 13:4-5).  As I went through the list, I started to see where I had fallen short in so 

many ways. 

   

 I asked the Lord for forgiveness, and as I got up and prepared to get on my bronc, the Lord 

showed me that I was like Peter when he stepped out of the boat and tried to walk to Jesus.  

ñóLord, if it's you,ô Peter replied, ótell me to come to you on the water.ô  óCome,ô he said.  

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus.  But 

when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, óLord, save me!ô  

Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him.  óYou of little faith,ô he said, ówhy 

did you doubt?ôò (Matthew 14:28-31).  Peter steps out onto the lake on faith and begins to 

walk on the water.  However, when he sees the wind and the waves crashing down, he begins to 

lose faith and starts to sink.  The Lord showed me thatôs how I am with my bronc riding.  I try to 

step out on faith that I am healed and that I no longer have anything holding me back.  I start out 

ok looking only to Christ, but as I get out in the water my focus shifts to the mighty waves and I 

start to sink.  I begin to think about imperfect rides I made in the past and trying to prevent them 

from happening again.  I begin to shift from being united with Christ to worrying about job 

completion, and I begin to sink. 

 

 I felt awesome before getting on my second bronc.  I was no longer thinking about the poor 

rides I had made in the past, and was focusing on glorifying God and spurring this horse harder 

than I had ever spurred a horse before.  All I thought about was setting my feet and making a 

perfect spur ride.  I got on my horse, called for the gate, and spurred the horse for all I was 

worth.  The horse bucked in a tight circle to the right.  I was trying to set my feet as hard as I 

could and was making a good ride.  At 7 seconds I hung my right spur for a split second and the 

horse sucked back to the left sending me flying right on my head.  I had gotten bucked off 

another horse!  As soon as I pulled my head out of the dirt, I imagined Peter and I said, ñLord, 

you make it hard to step out on faith, because when I do I get pounded by the waves.ò  I was a 

little frustrated, but bounced back knowing that the Lord had a plan and through all this He was 

teaching me.  The last horse did not go well either.  I was thinking too much about the previous 2 

horses and got bucked off right out of the chute. 

   

 Once I got home from the Nationals the Lord began to speak to me.  He showed me many 

things and why things had to happen the way they did at Nationals.  When I returned home, the 

Lord showed me in a vision a cow that had been drinking from a dirty watering hole in the 
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middle of the dessert that was full of mud and manure.  The cow was very skinny and sickly 

looking.  He then showed me another cow drinking from a spring shooting out of the side of the 

mountain that ran off the rocks.  The water was crystal clear and watered a lush green valley.  He 

showed me that the 2 cows were me.  I had not been spending enough time drinking of the Holy 

Spirit (spring) and had been spending too much time in the world (muddy watering hole). 

 

 He began to show me the importance of true unity instead of job completion.  All spring I 

had been focused on job completion, winning the region, winning the nation.  My focus had been 

riding broncs instead of solely loving God and trying to be a light for Christ.   

 

 The summer I did so well in the PRCA I was not focused on what other people thought, but 

only on serving the Lord.  The Lord showed me that riding broncs was my ministry and that was 

my focus.  I went to the rodeos and was not concerned about winning money and selfish 

ambitions, but being a light for Christ.  The Lord in turn took care of me tremendously blessing 

me with $3,500 in 3 weeks.  He was supporting my ministry.  During the week I would try to 

prepare for the weekend like a pastor would for church.  I was starting colts and thought about 

God all day and read my Bible whenever I got a chance.  I listened to Christian tapes when I was 

in the car and my whole life was consumed with God.            

 

 However, when I started going to the college rodeos my focus began to change.  I became 

busy, and I did not make time daily to spend with the Lord.  Riding broncs went from being my 

ministry to being my job.  I had the expectations of the team and team supporters and I did not 

want to let them down.  I went from being totally consumed with God to drifting back into the 

world.  I went from having no weight on my shoulders in the PRCA to carrying the weight of 

everyoneôs expectations.  I went from true unity to job completion.   

 

 I needed to get bucked off all my horses at the National Finals.  The Lord needed to teach me 

something: riding broncs was going to be part of my ministry.  When the Lord had told me to 

start riding broncs again, the only broncs I had gotten on were at college rodeos.  Every summer 

I would say I was going to ride broncs, but would get too busy working and not go to any rodeos.  

By the time I was 24, the most rodeos I had ever been to during the summer was 8, followed by 5 

rodeos and then maybe 1 or 2.   

 

 However, after the College Finals, I had to ask myself some questions.  I had been bucked off 

3 horses and was finished with college rodeos.  Do I hang it up and let Satan convince me that I 

am bad bronc rider and there is no point of going?  Or do I stand on the promises from God and 

get serious about riding broncs?  I have decided to stand on Godôs promises.  I am going to get 

serious about riding broncs and try to enter as many rodeos as God allows me.  God always has a 

plan and He always has your best interests in mind.  If I had not gotten bucked off all my horses 

at Nationals, I might not have been motivated to start rodeoing hard.  I am having a lot more fun 

rodeoing at the professional level than I ever did at the college or amateur level, and this is where 

my ministry is, which makes it all the more fun.       

 

 Through all this the Lord has taught me the importance of true unity instead of job 

completion.  Any time we take our focus off of God and start thinking about completing a job, 

Satan can come in telling us lies and deceiving us.  It doesnôt matter whether it is in sports or in 
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any area of our life.  2 Kings gives us a great example of true unity vs. job completion, ñWhen 

the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army with 

horses and chariots had surrounded the city.  óOh, my lord, what shall we do?ô the servant 

asked.  óDon't be afraid,ô the prophet answered.  óThose who are with us are more than 

those who are with them.ô  And Elisha prayed, óO LORD, open his eyes so he may see.ô  

Then the LORD opened the servant's eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses 

and chariots of fire all around Elishaò (2 Kings 6:15-17). 
 

 The servant was focused on job completion.  They were terribly out-numbered and were 

certain to be slaughtered.  However, Elisha the prophet had true unity with Christ.  He had a 

different perspective on the same situation.  Because God had opened his eyes to see into the 

heavenly realms, he could see that God was in total control and had a massive army behind 

Elisha.   

 

 Through true unity comes communication.  When I would take time to get filled with the 

Holy Spirit and wash away all the worries and cares of the world before getting on a bronc, this 

is when the Lord would speak to me.  He told me to start riding broncs again and told me what 

college to go to.  After I had started riding, He showed me that I need to become filled with the 

Holy Spirit and He will wash away all the lies that Satan tells me.  He warned me in Logan, UT 

that Satan was going to try to deceive me.  God helped me to see into the future, so I was not 

surprised at what the future would bring.  He also showed me that I need to love and not get 

caught up in worldly things, otherwise like Peter, Satan can deceive me when I step out into the 

water.   

 

 Through all these things, God took off the covering of what I could not see with my natural 

eyes and helped me to see what the Lord was supernaturally working in my life in the past, 

present, and future.  Through true unity and being perfectly united with Christ, He is able to 

communicate with us and direct us into perfection, traveling on the perfect path that He has set 

before us.  The same thing happens with our horses.   
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~Godôs Will:  Driving Factors~ 
Horseôs Will       Manôs Will 

- 3 primary driving Factors         

     1)  Survival/ Self-Preservation     To do a Job 

     2)  Companionship 

     3)  Comfort 
- 1 Variable Factor 

 1) Hormones  

 

 We basically have the same driving factors as our horse does, self-preservation, 

companionship, and comfort.  Self-preservation has become the American way, ñLook out for 

number one.ò  From the time we are born, we are selfish and very good at looking after our own 

needs.  It is this self-preservation that keeps our horse from submitting and falling perfectly in 

our will and it is the same self-preservation (flesh) in us, which keeps us from submitting to God 

and falling perfectly in His will.    

 

 We all seek companionship and want to be with someone or something we feel comfortable 

with.  The computer guy that hates people and never leaves his house finds companionship with 

the computer, and the quiet bachelor cowboy finds companionship with his cows, horse, and dog.  

Just like riding a colt that has never been weaned from its mother or friends, the companionship 

we have with our family, friends and even our spouse, can keep us from falling perfectly in 

Godôs will.  Instead of turning to God for comfort and companionship, we turn to our earthly 

companions to meet all our needs, keeping us from coming into the fullness of Christ.  Like the 

song says, ñWhat a friend we have in Jesus,ò however we need to be willing to go to Him.  I 

think there are many of us who need to be weaned from our earthly companions, so we can be 

drawn to our heavenly companion.  For our only companion who will never let us down and 

always give us comfort, meeting all our needs, is Jesus Christ.                    

 

 We all want to be comfortable, even the people that like to be physically uncomfortable find 

comfort in that (extreme sports).  The people that work themselves to death receive comfort from 

the work.  If they were not trying to kill themselves they would not be comfortable.  We are all 

filled with a void from the time we are born and try to fill this void to satisfy ourselves and make 

us comfortable.  Some people try to fill this void with work, trying to give their life purpose.  

Others look for comfort in all the wrong places, sleeping around, or looking to drugs.  However, 

ultimately the only place that this void will be truly filled and enable us to find true comfort, is 

through Jesus Christ.      

 

 Men and women are obviously driven by hormones.  Some might argue that is the only 

driving factor for some men.  I think everything we do can be linked back to the same 3 driving 

factors.  
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~Confidence/Faith~ 
Major underlying factors :   

1) Confidence  

2) Energy  

 

Confidence  

Increase in Confidence = Decrease in Self-Preservation (vice versa) 

Comfort and Companionship Increase = Confidence Increase (vice versa)  

 

Measures of Confidence level  

1) Head height (best measure of confidence level) 

a. High =  Bothered/Unconfident 

b. Low =  Relaxed/Confident   

 

Energy  

Energy level decreases = Self-Preservation decreases = Increase in Comfort and 

Companionship = Increase in Confidence (when presented in the correct manner) 
 

 The more I work with horses, the more evident the importance of the horseôs confidence 

level becomes to me.  I have started lots of horses and have even taken horses through the bridle 

that did not have a high level of confidence in me.  I am not saying that they didnôt have any 

confidence in me.  However, there were many times during a ride, or on the ground that these 

horsesô head level would be elevated and bothered.  Also, when I would walk out into the pasture 

to catch the horse, if I could not get the horse cornered where they knew they had no hope of 

escaping, they would try to run by me.  These horses were broke by most peopleôs definition.  I 

could use these horses to brand calves, work cows, and do a reining pattern.  However, if 

someone else was to ride the horse I would have to warn him or her that the horse was a little 

spooky or touchy, and if you put them in a tight spot, some of them might buck. 

 

 These horses were broke, as far as handling goes.  However, they did not have a high 

confidence level.  A horse that is confident in us will not have a high level of self-

preservation and will experience comfort and companionship with us.  I have started many 

horses overlooking this simple concept.  I can be on a colt in a few rides and accomplishing a 

job.  If they get tight or bothered I can ride them through it and go on with the job.  However, if 

we overlook the confidence level in order to accomplish a job, often we run the risk of shattering 

their confidence.  The better the cowboy (riding a horse with a shattered confidence, running, 

bucking) the more they can ride a horse with a low confidence level.   

 

 However, we can only shatter that confidence so many times until the horse learns that we 

are untrustworthy.  The cowboy may be able to get along with the horse fine, but if they turn the 

horse over to someone else, the horse will easily fall apart.  The more times we shatter the 

confidence, the easier it is to shatter it the next time.  Just like a young kid losing confidence by 

getting bucked off, it will take a while to rebuild the kidôs confidence back and his confidence 

can only be shattered so many times.  If shattered enough, eventually the kid will want nothing to 

do with horses.  The same is true with a horse.   
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 We can learn a lot from a little kidôs horse that enjoys being with the kid.  Some of the most 

amazing things that I have seen performed out of free will by a horse, have been by kidsô horses.  

I have seen kidsô horses take care of kids in ways that are truly amazing.  They would do things 

that would be totally uncharacteristic of a horse to ensure the kidôs safety.  The same horse, when 

ridden by a big fat man who went to jerking and pulling them around, would buck the rider off.  

However, the horse would never dream of bucking with the little kid.  They would never dream 

of doing anything to displease the little kid.   

 

 What changes these horses?  The horse experiences comfort and companionship with the kid, 

but the man brings out the horseôs self-preservation through unwilling submission.  Surprisingly 

enough, we can do quite a bit with a horse using their self-preservation, driving them to do a job.  

However, it is amazing what a horse will do for you when they enjoy being with you.  We can 

train a horse to do a reining pattern, work a cow, or team rope.  However, it is so fun to ride a 

horse that is not only trained to do a job, but thoroughly enjoys doing the job with us.             

 

Learning the Importance of Confidence  

 

 One summer when I was around a freshman in high school, Dad had a pile of outside horses.  

We would ride colts what seemed like all day, everyday, all summer.  One day my dad was gone 

and it was just me riding the colts.  I would get so bored riding the colts that I thought I would 

spice it up a little bit.  At the end of the day I had ridden 12 colts and proudly walked up to my 

mom and said, ñWell, I got every one of them to buck with me.ò  There were a few of them that 

were a little lazy, so I thought I had really accomplished something.  I would catch them, saddle 

them, and cinch them up as tight as I could.  Then Iôd jump on them and drive my spurs in the 

belly and go for a little bronc ride.  It did spice the day up a little bit.  However, my mom told 

Dad, and Dad pretty well put a stop to that.  He told me if I wanted to try to get them to buck, 

then he would find some fence for me to build.  After that I didnôt try to get them to buck with 

me anymore.       

 

 This was pretty well my mentality growing up starting colts.  I was not too concerned with 

riding in perfection, but more or less just getting the job done.  I got them riding quiet, soft in the 

mouth, and able to do a job.  However, when I left home and had to start colts by myself, where 

my dad was not around to help me, I noticed that I started getting into a lot more wrecks with my 

horses.  When we would start large bunches of horses at home, Dad would work them on 

horseback then hold on to them while we got on, then lead us around and turn us loose.  We 

usually did not get into many horrible wrecks that couldnôt be salvaged.  Dad was always there to 

head them off.  Starting colts growing up was pretty easy.  However, when I left home the colts 

got a little tougher. 

   

 I thought either I had been running into a lot tougher horses than Dad ever had, or he was 

doing something a little different than I was.  Well, what I came to realize is that besides doing a 

much better job of setting a foundation early (giving the nose/eye and breaking the hindquarters), 

Dad was able to read the horseôs confidence level and communicate with the horse much better 

than I was. 

                  

 Growing up I would often be working with a horse and be having so much trouble trying to 
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follow the ñcorrect wayò of working with horses.  I would be trying to ñmake the wrong thing 

difficult and the right thing easy,ò looking ñfor the smallest change and the slightest tryò (Ray 

Hunt).  I would be trying so hard to help it make sense to the horse, and the more I worked with 

the horse, the more bothered they would get.  I was always amazed how I could try so hard, for 

so long and the more I tried the more bothered the horse would get, losing confidence.  Then my 

dad could get on them, and in a few minutes the horseôs head would drop, and they would start 

doing what I was trying to get them to do and do it riding calmly and relaxed with confidence. 

 

 What was it that my dad, my grandpa, and all great horsemen possess that enabled them to 

control the horseôs confidence level?  They follow the basic principles of this book:  willing 

submission, good communication, a solid foundation of maneuvers, and a balanced life to 

direction ratio.  Willing submission ï They do not force the horse into unwilling submission, 

running the risk of the horse rebelling.  They wait for it to be the horseôs idea instead of their 

idea.  Good communication ï They can communicate with the horse, not only telling the horse 

what to do, but also feeling where the horse is lost and knowing how to help them understand.  

Solid foundation of maneuvers ï They greatly understand how the head and neck, shoulders and 

hindquarters work to accomplish a job and know how to control, and move them with feel, 

timing, and balance.  Balanced life to direction ratio ï They know the importance of bringing the 

life to the direction so that the horse does not become resentful to the direction and they do not 

ride with a high level of life, which they cannot direct in a positive manner.    

 

 When trying to work with the colts before my dad would get on them, I would be trying to 

not force the horse, trying to wait for willing submission.  However, as stressed by the theme of 

this book, it is so important to have a good level of communication.  I was trying to do 

everything right to help my horse.  However, my lack of communication was causing the horse 

to lose confidence in me.  The same thing is true with the Lord.  We can try to be doing 

everything right, reading Scripture, and going to church.  However, if we have no 

communication with God, it is hard for Him to direct us and easy to lose faith.  If we are not 

communicating with God and only putting our faith in our religious teacher and religion, we run 

the risk of being let down.     

 

Faith  

 

 The confidence level between our horses and ourselves can be compared with our faith 

between God and ourselves.  In order to build on our faith, we must focus on the same principles 

that we would with our horse, willing submission (give God our entire life), good 

communication (listening to the Holy Spirit), a solid foundation of maneuvers (revelations from 

God), and balance the life to direction ratio (the letter kills, but the Spirit brings life).  ñBut 

without faith it is impossible to please him; for he that cometh to God must believe that he 

is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Himò (Hebrews 11:6 KJV).  I 

would definitely say that without confidence it is impossible for our horse to please us as well.  If 

the horse had no confidence in us, his self-preservation would be in full operation, causing him 

to fight or run for his life. 

    

 In order for us to have faith in God we must believe that He is.  If we do not believe in God, 

then we would obviously not have faith in Him.  We would also not have faith in God, if we did 
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not believe that He was good and wanted the best for us.  If we believed that He was bad and out 

to destroy us, we would be hesitant to come to Him, and we would not be diligently seeking Him 

to give us a reward.  In order for our horses to have confidence in us, they must also believe that 

we are not out to destroy them, and must believe that we offer them something good.  What do 

we have to offer our horses?  We must offer them comfort, and companionship.  If we offer them 

anything else, this will set off their self-preservation and they will try to rebel and save their life.       

 

 The second part of this scripture is something that I have really spent a lot of time observing 

in my horses lately, ñrewarder of those who diligently seek Him.ò  We reward our horses with 

relief.  I will put a horse in a situation where they start to lose confidence, then back off and offer 

them comfort and relief.  It is like my dad says, ñIt takes pressure for relief to be effective, and 

relief for pressure to be effective.ò  If we follow this mentality our horse will start to look for this 

comfort any time we place them in a situation where they start to lose confidence.  However, if 

we put them in a situation where they are unconfident, and then keep pushing them until they 

lose confidence, they will find us untrustworthy and will not place any confidence in us.   

 

  It is easy to observe your horseôs confidence level, just look at his head.  If his head is 

elevated, he is bothered, unsure, and unconfident.  If his head is low, he is relaxed and confident.  

Our horses must have confidence in us.  This confidence starts on the ground and then carries 

over to their back.  The best way I have found to gain this confidence through comfort and 

companionship while starting colts, is to pet them on their forehead, the space between their eyes 

and their forelock.  Just like us, a horse that is relaxed is easier to teach.  A horse that is tight and 

bothered will not learn as easily.  Colts with a high level of self-preservation will have a high 

head set when we are close to them.  However, by petting them on the forehead they start to 

relax and lower their head.  This is a very key concept that I missed with a lot of horses I started 

in the past.  I was able to get them broke, but they did not experience a lot of comfort and 

companionship with me. 

     

 Horses are so funny.  They can be so scared and bothered, but if we take our time and slowly 

get to where we can pet them between their eyes, they will melt and lower their head.  I do this a 

lot when starting a colt that is scared and bothered.  When halter breaking a colt, I will take a lot 

of time breaking their hindquarters and getting them to face me.  Once I have decreased the self-

preservation level through decreasing the energy level, then I work to pet them between the eyes.   

 

 I will then work to their sides and on other areas where they are not as confident.  Their head 

will start to come up and they will start to get a little bothered.  I will keep their nose tipped, 

breaking their hindquarters, and building the foundation.  Then I will come back and pet them 

between the eyes and wait for them to melt.  Pretty soon any situation I put them in where they 

lose confidence, they will be waiting for me to come back and offer them comfort and 

companionship.  As they start to gain confidence in me more, they are not bothered by me 

moving around to other areas of their body.  As the energy level decreases, self-preservation 

decreases and I am able to gain comfort and companionship with them while building the 

foundation.   

 

 I watch for the same thing when I get on the horseôs back.  As his head starts to come up and 

he starts losing confidence, I rebuild the confidence by tipping his nose and breaking his 
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hindquarters.  I wait for them to put slack in the rein when I put pressure on the rein, and wait for 

the feet to pivot around the inside front foot, stopping the forward motion.  This causes them to 

become supple through the loin and poll, helping them to relax.  It helps them to relax and helps 

me to gain control by directing their life.  Once they are calm and relaxed, then I try to go 

further.  Whenever they start to get scared or bothered, I bring them back and let them regain 

confidence.  If I donôt ever shatter their confidence in the first few rides, they learn that I am 

trustworthy and if they get in a tight spot, they know that I am there to offer them comfort and 

relief.  Then whenever they start to lose confidence, they start looking for me to comfort them, 

instead of relying on their self-preservation to save them.                                

 

 God wants so badly to offer the same thing to us.  He does not want us scared and confused, 

relying on our self-preservation to save us.  He wants to offer us comfort and companionship, 

and take away all of our fears and doubts.  ñCome to me, all you who are weary and 

burdened, and I will give you restò (Matthew 11:28).  However, much like our horse, it has to 

start on the ground, carry over to the back, and continue through jobs.   

 

 When we accept the Lord into our heart, we will feel comfort and companionship like we 

have never felt before.  Like petting a scared colt on the forehead and having him melt in our 

hands, we melt in the Lordôs hands when we submit our life to Him.  The power of the Holy 

Spirit comes over our body and gives us comfort and companionship, taking away all of our self-

preservation.  We receive confidence in the Lord and have faith in Him, that He will lead our 

lives and protect and guide us.   

 

 Once a horse does this, we have a strong foundation of trust to work from, but we are a long 

way from having a broke horse.  The same thing is true with us.  We have a strong foundation of 

faith and know that we are going to heaven when we die, but we are a long way from true unity 

and perfection in Christ.  We all seem to forget this.  Salvation is only the beginning.  However, 

we need to continually turn to God and let Him take away all of our self-preservation.  Just like a 

colt, that self-preservation is going to keep rising until we have killed off all the doubts and cares 

that ever arise and they line up perfectly in our will.  Our self-preservation (flesh) is going to 

keep rising until we too, kill it off and come into the fullness of Christ, ñTill we all come in the 

unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 

measure of the stature of the fullness of Christò (Ephesians 4:13). 

 

 The colt does not start by obeying commands.  The colt starts by feeling comfort and 

companionship, gaining confidence.  We did not start by going to church and following the 

commandments, we started by turning to God and melting in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Paul 

speaks to the Galatians and says, ñO foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye 

should not obey the truth, . . . This only would I learn of you, received ye the spirit by the 

works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?  Are ye so foolish?  Having begun in the Spirit, 

are ye now made perfect by the flesh?ò (Galatians 3:1-3). 

  

 We must not lose faith.  If we lose our horseôs confidence, then self-preservation will take 

over and we will have a wreck.  The same thing is true with us.  When we lose our faith, our 

flesh will take over and we will fall into sin.  However, it is just like our horses.  When we feel a 

little uncertain, scared, frustrated, full of doubt, we need to turn back to God and let Him pet us 
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on the forehead.  Let the Holy Spirit come on us and melt away all of our doubts and concerns 

(flesh).  Return to Eden and let the Lord communicate with you.  He will speak life to you and 

take away all death (sin), ñIt is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the 

words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are lifeò (John 6:63 KJV).  Then just 

like our horses, once we have regained confidence in the Lord and trust that He has everything 

under control, then we can go further in trying to accomplish our job.   

 

 When our horse loses confidence, if we try to direct them by putting more pressure on them, 

they will fall apart.  The same is true with us.  When we lose faith it does no good to fall under 

the law and try to obey through unwilling submission (flesh).  We need to turn to God and let the 

power of the Holy Spirit wipe away our self-preservation (flesh) and return to the Spirit, 

operating through the fullness of Christ.         

 

Faith Through Communication  

 

 Early on, when I worked with a horse only to make the horse more confused, and they lost 

confidence, then my dad would get on them and the horse would regain confidence and fall 

perfectly in line.  What enabled my dad to do this was the ability to communicate with the horse.  

Through opening the lines of communication, my dad was able to take away all confusion and 

lack of confidence in the horse, and was able to accomplish the job with the horse, perfectly in 

his will.  Our heavenly Father is able to do the same thing.  He is able to take away all fears and 

doubt, and communicate with us, reassuring us, and building our confidence in Him.  Then we 

can fall perfectly into His will and return to doing our job.          

 

 I am constantly reminded of the importance of good communication to ensure our horse does 

not lose confidence, and this has shown true in my walk with the Lord as well.  One time I went 

out of my way to help a person and it came around to bite me in the butt.  The person ended up 

insulting my integrity and calling me a liar.  I had put so much into helping these people and it 

was like they slapped me in the face.  I got mad and walked off to pick some pens, so I could be 

on my way and not have to deal with them any more.  I had gotten along great with the lady, but 

her boyfriend was terribly unreasonable and was being a jerk.  As I started to pick the pens, my 

blood started to boil and I wanted to walk around and punch the guy in the face.  However, I had 

been spending time with the Lord, so I regained my composure and turned to the Lord.  As soon 

as I did, I heard, ñWhatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, 

not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a 

reward.  It is the Lord Christ you are servingò (Colossians 3:23-24). 

 

 As soon as the Lord brought this scripture to my mind, I was like a colt that had been mad, 

ready to fall apart and had just been petted on the head, taking away all my self-preservation.  I 

lowered my head and melted.  I was no longer filled with anger and resentment, but filled with 

joy and excitement.  I made a total 180 from anger to love.  I thought, ñOh man, the Lord is 

using me, how exciting!ò  I was not working for the man who had been unreasonable; I was 

working for the Lord.  Just like a colt, the Lord was pushing my confidence level until I almost 

fell apart, and then spoke to me, regaining my confidence.  I finished picking the pens and then I 

heard, ñIf someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other alsoò (Matthew 

5:39).  Then I heard, ñIf someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two milesò 
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(Matthew 5:41).  I became so excited I could not wait to show this man Godôs love.   

 

 I took the wheelbarrow and went around to the back of the barn and loaded up a bunch of 

shavings to fill all the pens.  I started to cart the wheelbarrow back into the pens and the man 

stopped me.  He said, ñOh, donôt worry about that, weôll just let them air out.ò  I told him it was 

no problem and I sure wouldnôt mind doing it.  The manôs whole demeanor changed and he 

apologized for being so grouchy.  I told him it was no problem and apologized for any 

miscommunications we might have had.  We talked for a while, I asked him about his job and 

how things were going, and then we left on good terms. 

              

 If I had not turned to the Lord to let Him rebuild my confidence (faith) by speaking life into 

me, killing off all my self-preservation, I never would have had the opportunity to show a 

grouchy old cowboy-drunk, Godôs love.  How important it is that when we feel ourselves start to 

lose confidence in a situation, we turn to the Lord and let Him offer us comfort and 

companionship.  Once He has taken away our self-preservation (flesh), then we can regain our 

confidence, and can fall back into His perfect will and accomplish the job that He has set before 

us.  
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~Obstacles in Accomplishing the Job~ 
 In order to get a horse to do a job for us, they must first submit their will and accept our will.  

Then we must try to communicate our will, and finally they will need to obey our commands. 

 

1
st
 Obstacle ï Horse submitting to manôs will. 

2
nd

 Obstacle ï Communicating manôs will. 

3
rd

 Obstacle ï Obeying commands . 

4
th
 Obstacle ï Completing the job. 

 

Many people try to overcome the 4
th
 obstacle without paying any attention to the previous three. 

 

 In order for God to use us to do a job, we must overcome the same obstacles that our horse 

does.  I will go into these obstacles in greater detail as the book progresses.  I will only hit on the 

main points right now.   

 

 First, we must submit our life to Him.  If we are trying to live our life, making all the 

decisions in our life, we limit Godôs ability to use us.  Second, we must learn how to 

communicate with God.  This is the primary theme behind this entire book.  After willing 

submission, the biggest limiting factor of true unity between us and our horse or with God is the 

level of communication that we possess with God or the horse.  The third factor is obeying 

commands.  Our horse must learn to obey our commands and we must learn how to obey Godôs 

commands.  Not obeying Godôs commands has kept man away from God since the Garden of 

Eden.   

 

 The last obstacle that we must try to overcome is actually completing the job.  What is the 

job?  Our job is to be a light for Christ, ñIn the same way, let your light shine before men, that 

they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heavenò (Matthew 5:16), and lead 

as many to the Lord as possible (the Great Commission).  Just like with our horses, this is not 

very easy to do if we have not overcome the first 3 obstacles.  We all seem to forget this.  Not 

only do we forget the first 3 obstacles, but also we forget what ñthe jobò is in the first place.  Our 

job is to live for Christ.  That is our only job on this earth.  Everything else is secondary to the 

kingdom of God.  Our focus should be on heavenly things and not on earthly things, ñDo not 

store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves 

break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust 

do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and stealò (Matthew 6:19-20). 

   

 To help keep our perspective, we should remember we have roughly 80 years in this life if 

we are lucky and then eternity in either heaven or hell.  Even if we are certain we are going to 

heaven, we should remember we will all stand before God one day and be asked what we did for 

the kingdom of God, ñFor in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with 

the measure you use, it will be measured to youò (Matthew 7:2).  Our actions here on earth 

will be tried with fire, ñIt will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each 

man's workò (1 Corinthians 3:13).  The things we did for the Lord will remain and everything 

else will be burned, ñThe ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not 

produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fireò (Matthew 3:10).                            
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~Godôs Will:  To Do a Job~   
 Our will for the horse is that we are able to use them to do a job.  Even if that job is going 

down a trail on a pleasure ride, or only riding around the round pen, we are still using them to do 

a job.  God wants the same thing for us, to do a job.  Jesus wants to lead and wants us to follow.  

The Lord gave me a vision of this concept one day as I was praying.   

 

 After I had gotten sick and I started spending a great deal of time in the Holy Spirit, the Lord 

began to speak to me.  The vision I am about to tell you is one of the first ones that the Lord gave 

to me.     

 

 One time as I was praying I saw myself back in Nevada.  I spent my early childhood on a 

million and a quarter acre ranch in the northeast corner of Nevada.  As I was praying, I saw 

myself riding out underneath the archway of one of the ranches I grew up on, the Wine Cup.  

Jesus was leading me and I couldnôt have been more than about 2 or 3 years old.  I looked like I 

did when I was just starting to ride.  I was riding a little kidôs saddle with stirrups that didnôt 

even clear the saddle pad, on a big, old, gentle horse.  I was not big enough to direct my horse so 

Jesus was leading me to make sure that I didnôt get into any trouble.   

 

 As I rode out under the archway with Jesus leading me, I couldnôt have been any happier.  I 

remembered being an excited little kid thinking it doesnôt get any better than this.  Jesus led me 

out under the archway and onto a map of the United States and then across the map.  While He 

was leading me, I was bursting with excitement to be with my Father.  I couldnôt help but to 

point at the Lord and try to get everyone to look at Him, I was so proud to be with my Father.  

As He led me across the map, I began to get people to look at my Father and other little kids 

started falling in behind us.  The further He led me, I began to grow and mature in size, and more 

kids started following.  The further we went, the older I got, and the older the kids got behind 

me, and the more little kids started following the string of people led by Jesus.  Jesus was telling 

me that He had a job for me, if I would only let Him lead me.  If I would let Him lead me, I 

could live my life with the same excitement felt by that little kid in the vision, bursting with joy 

just to be riding with my Father.    

 

 When the Lord showed me this, I was excited to have the opportunity to be led by Christ.  

After this vision, I spent most of my time either reading my Bible, at Bible study, or listening to 

music praising the Lord.  I was going to school at Treasure Valley Community College at the 

time.  I would get up and go to class, then come home and spend the rest of the day with the 

Lord.  During this time I was not very social about visiting with people about worldly things.  I 

wanted to spend all my time with the Lord or talking to people about God.  I started a Bible 

study with the same guy that had prayed over me when I had gotten sick and the Lord began to 

move.  The focus of the Bible study was not so much a place to come and learn about God, but to 

come and hear from God himself.  The Holy Spirit moved in amazing ways and lives were being 

changed. 

   

 I wanted to spend all my time with the Lord.  Up until this point in my life I had always 

believed in God and tried to serve Him.  However, He was not very real in my life.  He was my 

God, but not my friend.  After I became sick and God began to speak to me, He became as real 
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as any friend I had ever had.  I could see Him, hear Him, and feel His presence.  We could have 

conversations, ñFor we are the temple of the living God.  As God has said: óI will live with 

them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my peopleôò (2 

Corinthian s 6:16).  I read of people having relationships like this in the Bible, but I did not think 

it was possible to have this kind of relationship now.   

 

 However, the Bible tells us we are capable of even more than the men in the Old Testament, 

ñAnd these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God 

having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfectò  

(Hebrews 11:39-40).  Hebrews 11:39 and 40 tells us that we are capable of having more than 

Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Joseph, Moses, Sampson, David, Samuel, and 

all the prophets.  We are capable of having even more than Moses.  More than the man that 

talked to God and became so consumed in Godôs mighty presence that His glory beamed off his 

face and the people could not look upon him.  ñAnd it came to pass, when Moses came down 

from mount Sinai with the two tables of testimony in Moses' hand, when he came down 

from the mount, that Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone while he talked with 

himò (Exodus 34:29).  ñBut when Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he 

took the veil off, until he came out.  And he came out, and spoke unto the children of Israel 

that which he was commanded.  And the children of Israel saw the face of Moses that the 

skin of Moses' face shone: and Moses put the veil upon his face again, until he went in to 

speak with himò (Exodus 34:34-35).  I know that this is hard to fathom.  However, Paul tells us 

we are able to receive even more than Moses did.  Moses never received the promise.  Moses 

could never reach perfection in Christ Jesus.  Not only are we able to be closer to God than 

Moses, but God can even use us more than He did His own Son.  All we have to do is believe 

and ask.  ñVerily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall 

he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.  And 

whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the 

Sonò (John 14:12-13). 

   

 One day as I was praying, I was feeling a little hungry.  I didnôt have a lot of money going to 

school, and I had been trying to tithe as much as I could and had just tithed the last little bit of 

cash I had on me.  As I prayed, I thought it would sure be nice to have a ñBacon Ultimate 

Cheeseburgerò at Jack in the Box, but I didnôt have any money.  God told me to go look behind 

the seat in my pickup.  I went outside and looked behind my seat, and found my checkbook that 

had been lost for 6 months with a hundred dollar bill stuck in it.  God told me if I would let Him 

lead me, He would supply me with all my needs, ñ. . .and your heavenly Father knows that 

you need them.  But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will 

be given to you as wellò (Matthew 6:32-33).   

 

    During my last semester at Treasure Valley Community College I was taking 45 credits.  I 

had been accepted to MSU and was trying to get a degree out of TVCC before I went to 

Bozeman the next fall.  The teachers were great and were trying to work with me.  I was going to 

about 35 credits worth of classes and the other 10 credits the teachers were working with me so I 

could write papers or test out of them. 

 

 One morning I woke up with a very sore back.  I prayed to the Lord to ask why my back hurt 



 75 

so badly.  I knew I didnôt do anything to it, and the 2 air mattresses stacked up on top of each 

other that I spent the school year on, were surprisingly comfortable.  The Lord told me that I was 

carrying too big of a load.  Studying for the classes was taking up all my time and I wasnôt 

having very much time to spend with the Lord.  I thought that if I was going to be an instrument 

for God, His ability would probably not be limited by me having a 2-year ranch management 

degree from TVCC.  I needed some direction for the next step in my life.    

 

 I went over to Timothy St. Georgeôs.  He was the man who had been leading our Bible 

studies and I prayed to the Lord.  The times with Timothy were amazing.  It was amazing 

because he would usually talk for a while and then enter into a time of praise and worship when 

the Lord would speak to me.  The amazing thing was that I learned more about God with 

Timothy than any other person I have ever been around.  However, I did not learn it from 

Timothy.  When Timothy would be talking I would be so filled with the Holy Spirit that I could 

not pay attention to much of anything He was talking about.  When I would go home I would 

remember which part of the Bible he had been talking from and the Lord would speak to me 

through the Scripture. 

 

 While I was searching for direction at Timothyôs, whether I should go to school or not, I also 

had another thing I was struggling with.  I wanted to give God my all, everything I had.  

However, I had a girlfriend at the time that I thought I wanted to marry and God wanted me to 

marry.  However, I had just read a scripture which said it is better to not marry, ñIt is good for a 

man not to marryò (1 Corinthians 7:1).  If we are single our life is devoted totally to God, but 

if we get married it is split between God and our wife, ñAn unmarried man is concerned about 

the Lord's affairsðhow he can please the Lord.  But a married man is concerned about the 

affairs of this worldðhow he can please his wifeðand his interests are dividedò (1 

Corinthians 7:32-34).    
  

 I had liked different girls from time to time and had prayed from the time I was 6 years old 

that the Lord would find me a good-looking Christian cowgirl (that was my exact prayer for 12 

years).  (Amaia told me later that she had been praying from the time she was in the third grade 

for the Lord to find her a good Christian man and for it to be Wade Black.)  The girl I was dating 

was a great girl, a good Christian, good family, and was quite the looker to boot.  She lacked a 

little on the cowgirl aspect, but was very interested in it and picked it up very quickly.  My 

cousin told me that was better anyway.  I could then help teach her everything she knew about 

horses and cows, and we would not have any disputes about what the right and wrong way to do 

something was.  Because bless her poor little heart, right or wrong the only way she would know 

would be my way. 

        

  With the different girls I had liked in the past, my feelings for them would usually fade when 

I got around other good-looking girls.  However, for Amaia it was different.  I prayed for over 6 

months that if Amaia was the one, I would have feelings for her and only her and if she was not 

the one, I would not have any feelings for her.  She was a good girl and if she was not the one, I 

did not want to get too serious and end up hurting her in the end.  

 

 The more I prayed this prayer, the more my love for her grew and the more my interest in 

other girls started to fade.  I finally decided that Amaia was the one when I went to the High 
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School National finals in Springfield, Illinois to ride saddle broncs.  Before I left, she said she 

would fast for me the days I rode and would be praying for me.  I thought that was a pretty neat 

and selfless thing to do.  The praying was sweet, but the not eating?  Wow, that must have been 

some kind of love.  Wrestling season had just gotten over.  I would have been more than willing 

to pray for someone, but just the thought of not eating for a day made me hungry.    

 

 The whole time I was at Nationals surrounded by good-looking girls, they could just as well 

have been 80-year-old women, because my heart was totally sold out to Amaia.  I would 

compare the girls to Amaia and she had them all beat.  The entire time I was at Nationals, I was 

not in the least bit interested in any of the girls, but just wanted to get back home to Amaia.  I 

had never felt that before and it was at that moment that I knew Amaia was the one.  God had 

answered my prayer, ñIf Amaia was the one, I would have feelings for her and only her.ò 

           

 A year later I still loved Amaia and wanted to marry her.  However, if God was trying to tell 

me not to marry her and love only Him, I wanted to be obedient to what the Lord wanted me to 

do.  While I was praying, I thought of Abraham putting his son Isaac on the altar, ñWhen they 

reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the 

wood on it.  He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the woodò (Genesis 

22:9).  I was willing to give up Amaia to be close to God, but the thought of it filled me with 

sadness.  When I told the Lord I was willing to give up everything to serve Him, He told me to 

ñEat and drink of Him for th ree days.ò  

 

 I obeyed the Lord and decided to take a few days off from school to go to a cow camp in 

Jordan Valley, OR, to fast and pray to the Lord for three days.  I went to find direction and 

answers to my questions.  When I left Timothyôs I was overflowing with the Holy Spirit, and 

remember thinking, ñLord, I am busting at the seams, I need somebody to share your goodness 

with.ò  As I said this pulling on the freeway, I passed a hitchhiker on the side of the road.  The 

Lord told me to pick him up, so I did.   

 

 I ended up driving an hour and half past my exit so I could continue to visit with him.  When 

I picked him up he was rude and crude, and wanted to talk about the wild college life.  I said a 

prayer, became filled with the Holy Spirit and I began to speak to him about the Lord.  He was 

hesitant at first.  He told me about the times he spent in prison and all the bad things he had done.  

Then he kind of braced up changing his whole demeanor and barked out ñI worshiped Satan for a 

while.ò   

 

 I wasnôt really sure how to respond to that, so I just said, ñOh yeah, howôd that treat ya?ò  He 

told me it wasnôt very good and explained some of the things that had happened that really 

freaked him out.  I then told him more about God and the Bible, and how God could forgive 

anyone of their sins.  I told him the story of Paul, and how he had killed Christians and God still 

forgave him.   

 

 The man then told me how he was dying with cancer and was hitchhiking to find his son and 

daughter whom he had not talked with for years.  He wanted to tell them goodbye before he died.  

I drove as far as I felt like I was supposed to drive and gave the man my Bible.  I would have 

prayed with the man, but for some reason I felt like that was all I was supposed to do, open the 
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door, show him the way and I guess Jesus was going to lead him in. 

 

 After that experience I couldnôt think of anything more I would like to do with my life, than 

to give dying men life.  The whole experience baffled me, it was amazing and extremely 

fulfill ing.                     

 

 I decided to take some time off from school and head up to a cow camp in Jordan Valley, 

OR, to ñeat and drinkò of God ñfor 3 days.ò  The experience of telling my advisor was something 

else.  When I began to speak to him, I could feel the Holy Spirit come on me and I could tell he 

knew there was something different about me.  I asked him if he believed in God and if he had 

ever read the Bible.  He told me that he did believe in God and had read the Bible.  I then told 

him that I needed to go to the mountain like Moses did to find out what God wanted me to do 

with my life.  Needless to say I left my advisor, who was an old cowman, a little speechless.  All 

he could say was, ñWow, I had no idea.ò  He repeated that again and then said goodbye and that 

was all he was able to sputter out.       

 

 When I left school I went to the ranch of Ted and Dorothy Payne.  Dorothy is an amazing 

woman of God and has had a tremendous impact on my life both directly and indirectly.  I went 

to the mountain to see God.  I read in the Bible how Moses had climbed the mountain and it was 

on top of the mountain that he had heard from God.  I also remembered in Scripture where it had 

said we are to come boldly to the throne, ñLet us therefore come boldly unto the throne of 

grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of needò (Hebrews 4:16 

KJV).   In other scripture it said if our father on earth knows how to give good gifts how much 

more will our Father in heaven, ñIf you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those 

who ask him! (Matthew 7:11), and that we are supposed to ask, seek and knock.  ñAsk and it 

will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For 

everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be 

openedò (Matthew 7:7-8).  All I wanted was to know God.  I wanted to experience God as 

Moses did and know Godôs will for my life.  I was willing to leave everything behind if the Lord 

told me to.  I was laying my entire life down at the Lordôs feet.  If He told me to go to Mars to 

minister to the Martians, I would have had my bags packed the next day.       

 

MOUNTAIN TOP EXP ERIENCE 

 

 The Payneôs ranch is located on South Mountain about 30 miles southeast of Jordan Valley, 

OR.  When I arrived at their ranch they needed help moving some cows, so I figured I would 

lend them a hand.  I helped them for a couple of days, and then drove out to a remote cow camp 

to spend time with the Lord and begin fasting and praying.  After the first day of not drinking 

anything, I quickly began to realize that I did not drink very much the couple of days I had 

helped them move cows and came into my fasting dehydrated.  The not eating wasnôt bad.  I was 

a wrestler and was used to not eating, but by the second night I was beginning to get pretty 

thirsty.  My throat was dry and I was developing cottonmouth. 

 

 I laid there in my bed, trying to pray to the Lord.  However, I couldnôt help thinking how nice 

it would be to get a glass of water.  I had a thought come into my mind.  I remembered someone 
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telling me that it was kind of odd that the Lord had told me to ñeat and drinkò of Him for 3 days.  

The person had spent many times praying and fasting to the Lord and the Lord had never told 

them to not drink.  The person was not trying to lead me against the will of God; they were 

merely stating a fact.  However, what they had said slowly began to pique my interest as I laid 

there dreaming about how good a nice cold glass of cool mountain water would feel sliding 

down my dry throat.   

 

 I began to tell myself, ñWhat will one little glass of water hurt?ò  Maybe I did misinterpret 

what the Lord told me to do.  Maybe I was supposed to just ñeatò of Him for 3 days.  I prayed to 

the Lord and asked Him if it would be ok if I got up and had one glass of water.  I heard a ñyes.ò  

Believe it or not, that was the exact answer I had been hoping for.  So with little hesitation, I got 

up and took a few long pulls from a gallon of water I had in the camp.  The water felt great on 

my dry throat, and I could have easily drunk more, but I didnôt. 

  

 I laid down for a while and was temporarily satisfied.  Within only a couple of minutes I 

began to feel sick, and within less than 5 minutes I had to go outside and puke.  After puking up 

all the water I just drank and what little bit of food I had in my stomach, I began to realize, 

maybe the Lord really did mean ñeat and drinkò of Him for 3 days.  I thought okay, point taken, 

no more drinking.  I took a little drink of water to wash out the puke taste in my mouth and went 

back to bed.  I no more than reached my bed than I had to go back outside to puke up a kidney.  

At this point I had nothing more in my stomach, leading to the dry heaves.             

 

 After I had finished ñcalling some dinosaurs,ò I went back to bed thinking, ñGood to know, 

when the Lord says something, He really means it.ò  When He had told me to eat and drink of 

Him for 3 days I was filled with the Holy Spirit, and I had heard from the Lord.  When I had 

asked the Lord if it was ok to get a drink of water, I was consumed with my flesh thinking how 

great it would be to get a drink of water.  It was not the Lord I had heard from, but an evil spirit.  

This is why Paul tells us to test the spirits, ñDear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test 

the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out 

into the world.  This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 

acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does 

not acknowledge Jesus is not from Godò (1 John 4:1-3).  All we have to say is, ñDid Jesus 

come in the flesh?ò  If what we heard was not from the Lord, the spirit will not confess that He 

did.  We can tell the spirit to flee in Jesusô name and it will leave us alone.           

 

 I was tricked by Satanôs oldest trick in the book.  He made me question what the Lord had 

told me and began speaking to my flesh.  He made me think that surely one little drink of water 

wouldnôt hurt anything.  I was tricked, just like Eve was in the Garden of Eden.  I didnôt mean to 

deliberately disobey what the Lord had told me.  However, Satan was able to tempt me when my 

flesh was weak and he was able to deceive me.  Satan tried to do the same thing to Jesus when 

He fasted and prayed in the wilderness, ñThen Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be 

tempted by the devil.  After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.  The 

tempter came to him and said, óIf you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become 

breadôò (Matthew 4:1-3).   

 

 Whenever the Lord tells us something and we are obedient in following what He has told us, 
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it is almost inevitable that Satan will come and try to get us questioning what we have heard.  

Most of the time he will not try to lead us 180 degrees from what we have heard from the Lord, 

he merely tries to tweak it, slightly leading us off track.  We can learn from Samuel, ñThen Saul 

said to Samuel, óI have sinned.  I violated the LORD's command and your instructions.  I 

was afraid of the people and so I gave in to them.  Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come 

back with me, so that I may worship the LORD.ô  But Samuel said to him, óI will not go 

back with you.  You have rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected you 

as king over Israel!ôò (1 Samuel 15:24-26), that doing 99% of what the Lord has told us and 

only leaving out 1% will still have consequences.  Do not be deceived by Satan when things get 

heated.  Believe what God has told you and stand on faith.  This is faith, believing what God has 

told you.   

 

 After I had gotten sick for the second time, I went back to bed and the remainder of the night 

wasnôt too bad.  I was thirsty, but did not let Satan shift my focus to the thirst.  I stayed focused 

on God.  I worshiped the Lord for a while, became full of the Holy Spirit, and fell right to sleep.  

I spent the next morning reading my Bible and praying.  I read the entire New Testament, except 

for Revelation, while I was on the mountain.  The Lord had not really spoken to me too much the 

first 2 days.  I thought about how Jesus rose the third day and thought I would probably hear 

from Him on the third day.  I prayed to the Lord the morning of the third day asking Him to 

reveal Himself to me.   

 

 The afternoon of the third day, the Lord told me to go to the mountain and He would give me 

a gift.  The cow camp where I had been staying was next to a mountain, so I began to hike.  I was 

a little weak so it took me quite a while to hike up the mountain.  I was tired from not eating and 

drinking, but I was also not in very good shape from having the Epstein Bar Virus for 4 years.  

On my way to the top, I had to stop many times to catch my air and regain strength.  I would stop 

and pray, regroup and then continue climbing.  When I reached the top of the mountain, the Lord 

told me I could have a bite of snow.  It felt good to have a bite of snow and I took a little piece to 

suck on as I hiked down the mountain.  I must admit however, the bite of snow was not exactly 

the gift I had in mind.   

 

 When I got down from the mountain and back to the cow camp it was late afternoon.  I 

climbed in my pickup and turned on some worship music and began to worship the Lord.  I 

probably worshiped the Lord for about 15 minutes.  I felt the presence of the Lord get stronger 

and stronger until everything went black and then white.  I was then left with total peace.  I kept 

my eyes closed and saw a caterpillar crawling along a branch on a tree.  The caterpillar turned 

into a butterfly and flew off the branch and I heard ñTransformation.ò  Then I heard ñTake your 

wife and preach the Gospel.ò  This caught me way off guard.  I asked the Lord if He wanted me 

to marry Amaia and He said ñYes.ò  While He was talking to me, I thought I would ask when He 

wanted me to marry Amaia.  I immediately heard July 14
th
, 2004.   

 

 God has the ability to speak life into His people.  I was weak and tired when I laid down to 

pray to the Lord, but hearing His voice re-energized my body, ñFor, lo, as soon as the voice of 

thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joyò (Luke 1:44).  I 

could have flown off that mountain.  It was on the third day that the Lord had spoken to me and 

as I drove off the mountain I heard ñGo to the mountain and I will give you a gift.ò  The Lord did 
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give me a gift by going to the mountain.  He gave me a lovely wife to preach the Gospel with.      

 

Coming off the Mountain 

  

 I left the cow camp and drove back down to Ted and Dorothyôs house.  I spoke to Dorothy a 

little bit and then drove back down to Homedale to talk to Amaia.  Dorothy could tell that I had 

heard from God.  I did not look like a man that had not eaten for 3 days (I drank after I left the 

cow camp, the fast was over).  I looked like a little kid who had just seen Santa Claus flying over 

his house with reindeer.  I am not trying to say that what I did was out of the ordinary and could 

have only been done by God.  I know there are people, especially cowboys and wrestlers, who go 

without eating and drinking for days.  However, when our body has not received nourishment it 

becomes weak and tired, not re-energized.  After I had heard from God, a bolt of energy came in 

me like a bolt of electricity, which could have only come from God.  People go without eating 

and drinking for days.  However, at the end they do not look like people that have just drank 5 

Red Bulls and had a big lunch.          

 

 I drove off the mountain and headed back to Homedale, as high as a kite.  As soon as I got in 

cell phone service, I called Amaia and said I was picking her up and taking her to Jack in the 

Box.  I couldnôt wait to tell Amaia the good news.  However, I must admit, I was awfully excited 

about that ñBacon Ultimate Cheeseburger.ò  I picked up Amaia and told her what had happened 

up on the mountain.  I was expecting a, ñWow, Wade!  Sounds good, letôs get it done!ò  High 

five, yeah team!  However, the response I got was not quite as enthusiastic.   

 

 I pretty well told Amaia how it was.  I told her we were getting married and told her the date 

we were getting married on.  It was in the spring of 2003 and Amaia was still a senior in high 

school.  (Yeah, I know, I was a bit of a cradle robber.)  Amaiaôs reaction to what I told her was 

exactly what mine would have been, if the situation had been reversed.  She didnôt say I was 

totally crazy and try to beat me off with a stick.  However, she was not exactly sold on the whole 

idea of getting married one year out of high school, at age 19.  It wasnôt like she hadnôt planned 

to marry me, just the time frame was a little soon and sudden. 

 

 She didnôt say, ñNo way in heck.ò  She just had to obviously pray about it.  At the time I 

didnôt really see what the big deal was.  God told me to ñtake my wife and preach the Gospel.ò  

He gave me a date.  I was going to take my girlfriend, make her my wife, and preach the Gospel.  

I didnôt see a problem.  Needless to say, I had a lot to learn about the opposite sex and not 

making things happen by my will, but waiting for God to let them happen.       

 

 When I get my mind set on something, I go 100 miles an hour and run over anything in the 

way to get it.  This is something I need to learn to work on, letting things happen instead of 

making things happen.  My mother tells me I have always been like this.  When I was younger I 

would be jumping around, not paying attention, breaking things, trying to get done what I 

thought needed done.  My mother would finally have enough and say, ñSit down!  Youôre like a 

bull in a china closet!ò   

 

 I didnôt have a clue what that meant.  I remember sitting down one day after my mother had 

just told me that and looking into the china closet.  The china closet had glass doors so I could 
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see inside.  I looked at a bowl and thought, ñWhat does me jumping around breaking stuff have 

to do with that bowl sitting in the china closet?ò  The whole concept baffled me and never really 

made sense until I was probably in junior high, yeah, not the brightest.           

 

   For the first time in my life I had gotten direction for my life.  The Lord had told me what 

He wanted me to do with my life, told me who He wanted me to marry and even gave me a date 

for the wedding.  I had the direction, but I would soon learn that direction sometimes needs life 

(Holy Spirit) and time, to make it come to pass.  I will carry on with Amaiaôs and my story later 

on in the book, in the ñDirection and Lifeò chapter.                             
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~1st Obstacle:  Submitting Our Will ~ 
I. 1st Obstacle ï Submitting to manôs will  

- Two types of Submission   

 A)  Willing       

 B)  Unwilling  

 

- Both are effective to get the job done.  However, unwilling has negative consequences. 

 

A) Unwilling  Submission ñGiving to Pressureò 

 - Attained by Force 

 

B) Willing Submission ñSeeking Reliefò 

 - Attained by Free Choice 

 

 Just like our horses, there are 2 ways that we submit our will to God.  There is willing and 

there is unwilling.  Willing means that we gladly submit our will and would have it no other way.  

Unwilling means that we submit our will because we know it is the right thing to do, and we 

know that if we donôt, we will regret it.  However, deep down the unwilling individuals would 

rather be somewhere else, doing something different.  Martin Black says, ñThere is a difference 

between giving to pressure and seeking relief.ò  Although they are totally different, from a 

distance they may look the same.  We may get by for a time, but a horse has trouble operating 

through unwilling submission.  There is always a chance that they will rebel against our will, and 

follow their own will. 

 

  God has made 2 covenants with His people.  One takes on the form of willing submission 

and the other takes on the form of unwilling submission.  These 2 forms of submission are 

known as the ñOld Covenantò and the ñNew Covenantò in the Bible.  Abraham was the father of 

Godôs children, and through his seed started a covenant between man and God.  God told 

Abraham, ñI will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and 

your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of 

your descendants after youò (Genesis 17:7).  ñMy covenant in your flesh is to be an 

everlasting covenant.  Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, 

will be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenantò (Genesis 17:13-14).  The first 

covenant dealt with the flesh.  The covenant was marked by the flesh and upheld through the 

flesh.  It was through this covenant that the law came. 

 

 The law consisted of Commandments from God and rules for holy living.  This law was 

given to Moses, and his people were to follow it ñreligiously.ò  It was sin that kept Godôs people 

from God, after the fall of man, the first covenant was an attempt to keep Godôs children from 

sin through the law. 

 

 However, the first covenant could not be upheld through the flesh, through the will power of 

man.  ñFor when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work 

in our members to bring forth fruit unto deathò (Romans 7:5 KJV).  The law was an attempt 

to bring man into righteousness and into unity with God.  However, it only brought more sin and 
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death.  There needed to be another way to keep Godôs children from sin, and allow fellowship 

with Him.  This new way came through Jesus Christ, and His spirit living within us.   

 

 ñTherefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because 

through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.  

For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did 

by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.  And so he 

condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be 

fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature (flesh) but according to the 

Spiritò (Romans 8:1-4). 

 

 This is the New Covenant:  ñThis is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel 

after that time, declares the Lord.  I will put my laws in their minds and write them on 

their hearts.  I will be their God, and they will be my people.  No longer will a man teach 

his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, óKnow the Lord,ô because they will all know me,    

from the least of them to the greatest.  For I will forgive their wickedness and will 

remember their sins no more.  By calling this covenant ñnew,ò he has made the first one 

obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappearò (Hebrews 8:10-13). 

 

 There are 3 parts to the New Covenant.  1) His laws will be in our mind and heart; 2) We will 

not need to be taught by man, for all shall know God; and 3) God will no longer remember our 

sin.         

       
 The ñNew Covenantò is life in the Spirit, the spirit of Jesus Christ living inside us.  ñBut ye 

are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.  Now if any 

man has not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of hisò (Romans 8:9 KJV).  By receiving the 

spirit of Christ we become sons of God.  We become heirs to the promises of the Old Covenant, 

but we are not under the law of the Old Covenant. 

 

 ñFor it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a 

free woman.  But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the 

freewoman was by the promiseò (Galatians 4:22-23 KJV).  What is the promise?  ñFor as 

many are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of Godò (Romans 8:14 KJV).  And if 

we are sons of God then we are joint heirs with Christ.  ñThe Spirit itself beareth witness with 

our spirit, that we are the children of God:  And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 

joint -heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified 

togetherò (Romans 8:16-17 KJV). 

 

 If we are the sons of God and joint heirs with Christ, then we are entitled to a birthright, our 

inheritance.  ñAnd you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation.  Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the 

promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption 

of those who are God's possessionðto the praise of his gloryò (Ephesians 1:13-14). 

 

 This is the New Covenant, life in the Spirit.  We are no longer under the bondage of the law, 

the Old Covenant, ñ. . .(for the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced, 
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by which we draw near to Godò (Hebrews 7:19).  Through Christ living inside us, He has the 

ability to change our unwilling submission into willing submission.  However, just like our 

horses we have to make a decision as to which law we will fall under.  We are the sons of God 

and have the right to an inheritance, but we still have to make a choice to go and receive it.  

Unwilling submission in some ways appears easier.  It is often easier to fall into our flesh.  

However, in the long run it requires much more work, and perfection is never attainable.  Willing 

submission can take longer to learn, to learn to operate in the Spirit.  However, in the long run 

we will live the life God intended, living in the perfect will of God.    

 

 Under the ñOld Covenantò we are slaves to sin.  However, under the ñNew Covenantò we 

have life through Christ.  In Tom Dorranceôs book, Tomôs students tell what they have learned 

from Tom.  One student quoted Tom saying, ñYou need to be the horseôs master, but he is not 

the slave, rather your willing partner.ò  It is a choice we make with our horse and it is a choice 

we make with God, whether we will be a slave or a partner.  Slaves run the risk of rebellion into 

disobedience.  But partners, although they may mess up, want nothing more than to please their 

companion.  Through the New Covenant we are no longer a slave, but a willing partner.  It is 

through the New Covenant that man and God may become one through Christ: True Unity, 

between man and God.   



 85 

~Two Levels of Submission~ 
Two Levels of Submission & Two Kinds of Horses 

I. Ground Level: ñTurning to Faceò 

     

II. On Their Back: ñTwo Becoming Oneò 

 

Two Levels of Submission 
 There are two levels of submission; the ground level, ñturning to faceò and on their back, 

ñtwo becoming one.ò  The same is true with the Lord.  I do not know why, but the Lord will 

bring some people into the round pen at a young age, and He will leave some people out in the 

pasture for quite a while before He brings them in.  Nonetheless, when we have been called, it is 

only a matter of time before we give into His will and turn to God.  God knows His children and 

His soon to be children.  He is the master of applying pressure and giving relief.  Once we step 

into the round pen with God, He will apply pressure until we turn and face Him.  With some 

people this happens quickly and with others it takes a little longer.  I think God uses different 

methods.  With some people He is patient, only standing in the middle of the pen waiting for us 

to turn and face. 

                                              

 Then with others, He ropes and chokes us a little bit until we cannot breathe any more, and 

have to come to Him to survive.  I do not know why He uses the different methods with different 

people, but I see this to be true.  God let a sickness fall upon me, and I had no other choice but to 

turn to Him.  I wanted to give a half effort.  I wanted to acknowledge Him, but still do my own 

thing.  However, when God calls us, He wants to use us, and we cannot go further when we have 

our head over the fence worrying about things outside the pen.  God did not sit and wait in the 

middle of the pen with me.  He stuck a rope around my neck, and took all my air away, until I 

finally choked down.  He did this several times, until finally I found it easier to come to the Lord, 

instead of doing things my own way.  Not that I donôt still require a good choking from time to 

time, I definitely do.  However, my desire is to be solely in His will.        

 

 Once we have turned to face the Lord and submitted our will acknowledging Him as our 

master, then He is able to use us.  We are able to take our first step in ñtwo becoming one,ò and 

God is able to start using us.  He usually does not try to accomplish many jobs the first few rides, 

but teaches us how to stay in His will.  He works on direction, and life.  He gives us direction 

(Scripture) teaching us how to move, and then He puts life (Holy Spirit) to our feet to help us 

move in the way He wants us to.  God cannot use us when we have not submitted our will.  So 

this is the primary area of Godôs focus.  We can have all the direction in the world, and tons of 

life, but if our will is not submitted to His will, we limit Godôs ability to work in our life.  For us 

to truly become as one, we must decrease and He must increase, ñHe must increase, but I must 

decreaseò (John 3:30).  We must learn to submit every area of our life to Him.  Ground 

submission (salvation) is only the first step.  Submission on the back, ñtwo becoming oneò 

continues until perfection is achieved. 

 

Planting Seeds 

 

 I will explain the concept of ground submission ñturning to face,ò and on the back ñtwo 
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becoming oneò by using experiences in my life and using Jesusô life, which is to be our example.  

I was raised like a colt that had been around people from the time it was born.  Like the colt, I 

grew up trusting people (God) and felt confidence and security around Him.  Just like a colt 

whose mother was not afraid of people, I grew up trusting in God like my parents did.  I donôt 

ever remember not knowing about Jesus.  My mother told me about Him from the time I was 

born and I grew up saying prayers and going to church.  Some of my earliest memories are 

kneeling beside the bed and saying our nightly prayers with my father, mother and brother.  I had 

seeds planted about the Lord from the time I was very young.   

 

 Jesus also started as a seed.  This is where we see the first of Jesus in Scripture.  Jesus did not 

appear a full -grown man.  Through the Holy Spirit, He was conceived, ñan angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said, óJoseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 

home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spiritôò (Matthew 

1:20), and He was carried to term by His mother Mary.  After the seed was planted, Mary 

continued to provide the seed with nutrients and the seed began to form a baby.  This is what 

happens to our colts, if we have planted seeds along the way that we are trustworthy.  It is much 

easier to halter break a colt if they grow up trusting us.  When we go to halter break them, they 

are much easier to work with if they have trust.  We do not have to deal with as much self-

preservation, fear, and doubt.   

 

 The same thing is true about leading people to the Lord.  However, as I will explain later in 

the ñTwo Kinds of People, Two Kinds of Horsesò chapter of the book, if we can get rid of self-

preservation by building on comfort and companionship, that is fine.  However, we must be 

careful that the people or horses do not become numb and dull.  If this happens with our horses, 

they will try to walk over the top of us having no respect, and with people, they will have a form 

of godliness, but denying its power.  ñPeople will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 

boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, 

unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, 

rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of Godðhaving a form of godliness 

but denying its powerò (2 Timothy 3:2-5). 
 

New Birth (Salvation)/Halter Breaking 

   

 When Jesus was ready to be born, Mary gave birth to Jesus.  The new creation brought into 

the world was celebrated.  He was the son of God.  We are also sons of God, and I will tell the 

story of when I became born again and received the spirit of Christ. 

 

 When I was around the fourth grade, I remember walking with my mom in Bruneau, Idaho, 

and accepting the Lord into my heart.  The seeds that had been planted in my heart from the time 

I was very young took root and there was the start of a new creation.  I thought that I had 

accepted the Lord into my heart at a younger age, but there was something different about the 

time I took a walk with my mom.  It was like I had a pulling on my heart that I needed to say the 

prayer again.  Through the Holy Spirit and my mom, the little seed started to get watered and a 

new creation was born.  This is when I believe I received salvation.  I said the prayer and when I 

had finished, I knew without a doubt that I had salvation.  I had accepted Jesus Christ into my 

heart and I had the spirit of God living inside me, ñYou, however, are controlled not by the 
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sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in youò (Romans 8:9).   
 

 I think if we question whether or not we are a Christian and are going to heaven, then that 

may be a good sign that we have not received salvation.  Something changes inside a person 

when Christ comes inside them and it is an unmistakable feeling.  From that moment on I started 

to mature slowly in my walk with the Lord.  Like Jesus, when He was first born, I had to feed the 

Spirit inside me milk in order to grow.  I continued to be taught by my mom and learned more 

about God from church.   

 

 The first step of training a colt is to get them halter broken.  We need to be able to handle 

them.  They need to submit their will and accept our will.  If they get scared and tight we need to 

be able to keep hold of them and prevent them from running off.  We need to be able to tip their 

nose (direction/Scripture) and break loose the hindquarters (life/Holy Spirit).  Once we have 

received salvation, this is like submitting our will to God and letting Him halter us.  We give our 

life to Him and say that we will follow Him wherever He chooses to lead us.   

 

 Like a colt that has been raised trusting people, halter breaking me was not too difficult.  I 

did not have a lot of bad experiences with God.  I grew up trusting Him.  I also did not have a lot 

of self-preservation (fear, doubt) to try to work through.  Like a young colt, I might have run 

against the halter from time to time, but when the slack came tight on the lead rope, I would turn 

and face the Lord.  I knew that Jesus was the only way to heaven, and I knew that He loved me 

and wanted the best for me.   

 

 Like a colt that has been halter broken, the Lord would lead me to do things.  Different times 

in church I would feel the presence of the Lord on me and I knew that I was supposed to get up 

and say something; what was on my heart.  Sometimes the power of the Holy Spirit would be on 

me so strongly, that I could feel my hands start to shake.  The Lord would also lead me to speak 

to different people about the Lord.  I would feel a tugging on my heart and I knew that I was 

supposed to talk to someone, or give them a scripture. 

 

 During this time in my life the Lord continued to lead me to Scripture and I continued to 

grow in the Lord.  I led the team in prayer before every football game, and the Lord would lead 

me to what He wanted me to say before every game.  I would spend time praying about what He 

wanted me to say and then He would lead me to the Scriptures and He would formulate my 

prayer.  When I would say the prayer before the games, I was always amazed at how it seemed to 

come together.  I always knew that the Lord had a huge hand in what I was saying.  I also started 

a Bible study and had my future brother-in-law and sister-in-law teach it.  Just like a person 

would lead a young horse to pack an elk out during hunting season, the Lord was using me to 

accomplish jobs. 

 

The Maturing Process 

 

 After Jesus began to grow, He was able to eat solid food and the Holy Spirit began to 

minister to Him.  He began to be taught by His father.  Jesus was the son of God.  However, 

Jesus is God.  He was all God and all man.  He was a supernatural being.  However, I believe 

that He was taught by His father and the Holy Spirit just like we are, ñAnd the child grew and 
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became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon himò (Luke 

2:40).  Scripture tells us that He grew and was ñfilledò with wisdom.  He was not born with this 

wisdom, He was taught by His father.  I believe He was taught of His fatherôs ways to be an 

example for us.     

 

 In the same way, when we accept Jesus into our heart we become the son of God, ñbecause 

those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  For you did not receive a spirit that 

makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.  And by him we cry, 

óAbba, Father.ô  The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's childrenò 

(Romans 8:14-16) and receive a supernatural spirit.  The Holy Spirit can minister to us and we 

can be taught by our Father.  As Jesus matured in size, He began to grow both physically and 

spiritually.  He is recorded as speaking to the elders of the church and leaving them amazed at 

His questions and knowledge of Scripture, ñEveryone who heard him was amazed at his 

understanding and his answersò (Luke 2:47).  Just like Jesus, the Holy Spirit can lead us to 

Scripture, bringing life to the Scripture and increasing our knowledge.    

 

 I let the Lord lead me to do little jobs.  However, I was not letting the Holy Spirit lead me to 

Scripture like Jesus had.  I mainly received my teaching through Bible studies and church.  I was 

still mainly living off milk, not receiving a lot of revelation from God (meat), so I did not do a lot 

of growing.         

 

 I trusted God and I would follow Him anywhere and do anything for Him.  I had no reason to 

doubt Him.  He was always good to me.  Just like a colt that likes being with a person, I had no 

trouble following the Lord.  Like most colts I might get distracted, and look around forgetting to 

keep following right in step with the Lord.  However, when the rope came tight I would usually 

jump back to following Him.  I am not saying I was perfect by any means, or that I was always 

in His perfect will.  All I am saying is that I never tried to rebel against God.  I always kept my 

faith in Him.  Anytime I would ever get in a tight spot, I always knew I could pray, and I always 

knew we had a God that answered prayers.  

 

 Everything was pretty good in my life until I rededicated my life to the Lord at a rodeo Bible 

camp when I was sixteen.  I told the Lord that I did not want to give Him a half effort.  I wanted 

to help build His kingdom and wanted to be used by God.  The first year after I rededicated my 

life was one of the best years of my life.  I averaged 300 yards per game in football on the Junior 

Varsity team and we won district.  I also suited up with the Varsity all year and the Varsity team 

ended up second at state.  In wrestling, I won district and finished third at state, and in rodeo I 

won district, won state, and was sixth at Nationals.  

 

 However, the next year I started to get sick and remained sick for 3 years.  I started getting 

sick in football my junior year, and got sicker and sicker until I hit a wall during wrestling 

season.  I found myself at the end of the season with strep throat, bronchitis, mononucleosis, and 

the Epstein bar virus.     

 

 I only lost to one kid in wrestling my junior year, and had to quit one week before district for 

fear of rupturing my spleen.  I tried to play football the following spring, finally getting to start at 

linebacker on Varsity my senior year.  However, I had to quit before our first game.  I was 
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getting bad headaches and was weak and tired all the time.  The two-a-days in football practice 

had caused me to have a mono relapse.  These relapses would keep recurring for the next 2 years, 

and I was diagnosed with Chronic Fatigue Syndrome. 

 

 During this time, I trusted the Lord.  I never became like a colt that wanted nothing to do 

with a person and tried to run away.  However, I was not concerned with following the Lord, and 

I was not letting Him lead me to accomplish any jobs.  I had pretty well decided that I did not 

want to be led for a while, and would like to look around and see what everyone else was doing.  

Instead of being focused on the Lord, I started to look at many distractions.   

 

 Like trying to lead a colt that is focusing on everything else except what you are doing, I did 

not do much following during this time in my life.  I knew that the Lord was right in front of me.  

I knew that He was good and I could find comfort and relief with Him.  However, I just didnôt 

feel like stepping up and following at the time.  There had been many people praying for me 

during this time, praying for a healing so that I could get back to living my life.  However, I 

never seemed to get any better.  I remained tired and weak, and was never able to put in more 

than a half-dayôs work.  If I worked hard for 1 day, I would sometimes have to sleep for 3 days 

to gain strength again.   

 

 A friend of my momôs, Dorothy Payne, who had been praying for me, stopped by one day 

and said that there was an evangelist living nearby, and I should go and talk to him and have him 

pray for me.  When she stopped by I was not too concerned with the offer.  It was nearing my 

senior year, and I had learned that I could consume a great deal of whiskey.  If I couldnôt excel in 

sports, I thought I would excel in drinking.  I do not know which one I excelled in more.  I had 

done pretty well in sports, however people were also quite impressed with how fast and how 

much whisky I could consume.  I thought if I couldnôt lead the sports teams, I would lead the 

parties.  I wrote several poems, and would jump up and recite these poems and tell jokes between 

drinks.  I was the life of the party.   

 

 This went on through my first semester in college, until I started to realize that my life was 

not going to be very good unless I started following the Lord again.  I had known this, but my 

self-preservation (flesh) and companionship instincts were driving me further from the Lord.  

However, my other driving factor started to kick in eventually, comfort.  I did not have any 

comfort while I was partying with my friends.  I remained tired and weak, and had an empty 

feeling in my heart.  Eventually, I had to turn and face to receive comfort again.  The same thing 

happens with our young horses.  It doesnôt matter how good we think they are and how much we 

are able to lead them.  If self-preservation and companionship start driving them away, we are 

limited in what we can accomplish.   

 

 However, it is like I tell my class: ñAs the energy level decreases, self-preservation 

decreases.ò  When we first catch a colt after they have had some time off, they usually are 

looking everywhere else, except to us.  When we are trying to catch them and saddle them they 

have lots of energy, do not want to stand, and would rather be with their buddies in the pasture.  

This is where I was.  I did not want to be with God and would rather be with my buddies in the 

pasture.  However, the Lord knows how to use pressure and relief.  Itôs like Ray Hunt says, 

ñMake the wrong thing difficult and the right thing easy.ò  The Lord is very good at this.   
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 Although, at first I thought I received comfort with my friends partying, the more time I 

spent with them away from God, the more tired I got.  The Lord made me work harder and 

harder the more time I spent worrying about the companionship with my friends.  Eventually as 

my energy level decreased enough, killing off my self-preservation, I started looking somewhere 

else for comfort and relief.  As soon as I turned to the Lord, I received comfort and relief like I 

had never felt before. 

 

ñTwo Becoming Oneò 

 

 Before I had gotten sick, the Lord led me to do certain jobs, but the Lord did not want to lead 

me anymore.  The Lord wanted to prepare me to be saddled so He could get on me, and we could 

start becoming one.  Like a colt that has been worked with a flag, I was tired and looking for a 

better deal.  I did not want to run around anymore preventing the Lord from saddling me.  I was 

ready to submit to whatever the Lord had in store for me.   

 

 I was no longer driven by my self-preservation and companionship with my buddies.  I was 

looking for a place to find comfort.  I remembered what Dorothy Payne said about the evangelist 

guy.  It had been 3 months since she had dropped by telling me about him.  I thought I would call 

him the next morning.  The next morning when I woke up, my dad said that Dorothy had called 

with a phone number of an evangelist.  I was totally amazed.  I thought ñOk Lord, I guess I am 

supposed to go visit this guy.ò 

   

 The manôs name was Timothy St. George.  I went to his house and visited with him for about 

2 hours.  It was good.  I could tell he was a man of God, and what he said was very interesting.  

However, toward the end I was wishing he would hurry up and pray for me and heal me, so I 

could be on my way.  We had visited for about 2 hours and my little ADD brain was having 

trouble staying focused.  He was talking about the Spirit and his experiences.  It was very 

interesting stuff, but my mind kept drifting off.  All of a sudden he got up quickly and put his 

hand on my head.   

 

 When he did this, something hit me that kind of dazed me (it was the power of the Holy 

Spirit).  Then he reached at my chest and said, ñTake out this heart of stone.ò  ñI will give you a 

new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stoneò (Ezekiel 

36:26).  He then prayed for about 3 or 4 seconds.  I canôt remember what he said, but during this 

time I could not breathe at all.  He then said ñGive him a heart of gold to serve you.ò  When he 

said this he pushed something into my chest and it was like I received a rush of oxygen.  It was 

like when he reached into my chest the first time, I exhaled all the oxygen that was in my lungs, 

and when he pushed back into my chest, I inhaled a bunch of oxygen.  When he had finished 

this, he prayed a little more and then sat back down.  I sat there a minute a little dazed, and then 

he told me to go home.  I got up and left still a little dazed, and from that moment my life has 

never been the same.   

 

 From that moment it has been a snowball of events of experiencing more and more of the 

Lord.  Within a short time period I started seeing visions, started to be able to hear Him speak to 

me, had tongues of fire fall on me like at the Pentecost, ñWhen the day of Pentecost came, they 
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were all together in one place.  Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came 

from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed to 

be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  All of them were filled 

with the Holy Spiritò (Acts 2:1-4), I received holy laughter, had the presence of God fall on me 

so heavily that I could not move, received dreams from God and much more.  This was the first 

step of ñOn Their Back/Two Becoming One.ò 

   

 Instead of feeling like I was being led by God to do something, the power of God was 

becoming manifested in my body.  I had a supernatural peace and joy that could have come from 

only God.  I wanted to love everyone I came in contact with.  I wanted to be used by God.  God 

started to speak to me and we began to communicate, having conversations.  Instead of being led 

by God, we began to move together. 

 

 There are many people that believe different things about salvation and baptism of the Holy 

Spirit.  I will explain what I believe in ñParts of Godò in the ñSolid Foundation of Maneuvers 

(Mechanical)ò chapter in the book.  All I can say is that there will never be total unity with Godôs 

children until we all come into the fullness of Christ, or die and go to heaven.  The Lord showed 

me that the neither the Bible by itself, nor religion by itself, will ever bring us into the fullness of 

Christ and help us hear from God.  No more than only reading texts on horses and attending 

seminars will make me understand how to work with a horse, or enable me to help others to 

communicate with a horse.  To be able to accomplish something with a horse, we need to have 

spent time working with the horse.  We learn by experience.  The Pharisees greatly understood 

Scripture, but they did not recognize God when He was right in front of their faces.  Jesus told 

them, ñYou do not know me or my Father.  If you knew me, you would know my Father 

alsoò (John 8:19).  They knew the Scriptures, but God was not a real part of their lives.  The 

Pharisees did not have a foundation built upon communicating with God.  Their foundation came 

only from reading Scripture. 

 

 Interpretations of Scriptures are constantly debated, and these interpretations divide Godôs 

children and have segregated us into different denominations and churches.  The Lord showed 

me that the Bible is a treasure map to get us to where we need to go.  We would be totally lost 

without the treasure map; it is vital for Christians.  We need the treasure map to get to the 

treasure.  However, when we get to the treasure, there will be no need for the map.   

 

 When we go to heaven, I do not believe that we will all walk around with our Bibles like 

good little Christians and go to Bible study.  What would be the point?  We would be in the 

presence of God.  All we would have to do is look to Him.  To start a Bible study in heaven 

would be as silly as studying a treasure map when you have already found the treasure.  It is my 

belief that Satan has gotten Godôs children tricked into becoming so overwhelmingly focused on 

the treasure map that we have forgotten about the treasure. 

 

 It is like we are all standing around 20 different translations of the original treasure map like 

a bunch of idiots.  We are arguing about whose interpretation of a certain translation of the 

original treasure map is right.  Satan is standing in the corner laughing and having a good old 

time thinking about the tower of Babel.  If he can keep us from becoming united and keep us 

arguing, he can keep us from the kingdom of God, ñDo everything without complaining or 
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arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a 

crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universeò 

(Philippians 2:14-15).  Jesus is standing in the other corner saying, ñI am the way and the 

truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through meò (John 14:6), and the 

Holy Spirit is standing right beside us.  He wants to take our hand, speak truth to us, and lead us 

to the Father.  Satan has us arguing about what route we are going to take to find the treasure and 

whose map is right, and we have forgotten that the Holy Spirit is standing right in front of us 

ready to take us by the hand and lead us to the treasure.   

 

 I am not by any means saying that we do not need the Bible.  The Bible is the infallible, 

inspired word of God and we would be totally lost without it, ñAll scripture is given by 

inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousnessò (Timothy 3:16).  However, the Bible is not the treasure.  

Stepping into the presence of God, being taught by God and becoming transformed into the 

image of Christ, is the treasure, ñFor God, who commanded the light to shine out of 

darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 

in the face of Jesus Christ.  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency 

of the power may be of God, and not of usò (2 Corinthians 4:6-7).  Once we have received 

revelation from God, the truth that we received should ALWAYS line up with the Bible.  Then 

we can use the truth, which lined up with the Bible, to help others to get to the same place.       

 

 A person may look at a problem with a horse and develop a solution.  There are many 

possible solutions that will solve the problem.  However, it all depends on the methods of the 

person interpreting the problem as to what solution they use.  I cannot use someone elseôs 

interpretation.  All I can use is what I have experienced and what has worked in my life to solve 

the problem. 

 

 I have learned to solve every problem in my life and with my horses by using some very 

simple principles (not that I donôt have any problems, I have plenty).  However, the only sure 

way I have found to work through these problems is by considering these simple principles:  self-

preservation (flesh), lack of communication (no feel, timing, balance/Holy Spirit), and 

disobedience (operating through unwilling submission/religion).  These principles are what keep 

us from completing the job.  We must have willing submission (give God our entire life), good 

communication (operating in the Holy Spirit) a solid foundation of maneuvers (revelations from 

God), and a balanced direction (Scripture) to life (Holy Spirit) ratio, to prevent resistance in 

completing the job.  We also need help and support.  When we often feel lost and confused, we 

need to find someone that is familiar with operating in these principles to help get us back on 

track.  Our brothers and sisters in Christ also give us support to keep us on track.  

 

 We can accomplish jobs with our horse by leading them.  However, we can accomplish much 

more when we get on their back.  From their back, if we follow the principles, it is not long and 

we can accomplish much with our horse.  However, once we are on their back, if we do not 

continue to operate through ñfeel, timing, and balance/good communicationò then they will 

become resentful and fall into unwilling submission.  The most important factor after willing 

submission is communication, communication, communication.    
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 People are entitled to believe whatever they want.  However, I know that I was a Christian 

(had salvation) and then something happened that enabled me to communicate with God.  I went 

from being led by God, to communicating with God.  Then we started moving together as one, 

with the power of God becoming manifested in my life.  I believe that what enabled me to 

communicate with God was becoming baptized in the Holy Spirit.   

 

 I will explain my beliefs scripturally later in the book.  However, I will tell you that it all 

depends on the personôs heart, ñBlessed are the pure in heart, for they will see Godò 

(Matthew 5:8).  I do not think that I received the Holy Spirit when Timothy St. George prayed 

for me.  However, after my heart had changed I reached a point where I could receive the 

baptism of the Holy Spirit.  It is all about the personôs heart (read later in the book).  I think 

sometimes that salvation and the baptism of the Holy Spirit happens all at the same time, like at 

the Pentecost, ñRepent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spiritò (Acts 2:28).  
Then sometimes they are separate, like in Paulôs case (Acts 9:1-19).   

 

Receiving the Holy Spirit 

 

 After Jesus had grown up, the next step we see Jesus in is when He received the Holy Spirit.  

Jesus was first a seed, then a baby, then an adolescent, and then a man.  When it was time to start 

His ministry, He received the Holy Spirit.  After receiving the Holy Spirit, we see a huge change 

in Jesusô life and the start of His ministry.  Jesus did not work one miracle before His baptism.  

However, after receiving the baptism, He healed the sick and raised the dead, performed many 

miracles, and brought thousands to the Lord.   

 

 We also see that Jesusô speech changed after receiving the Holy Spirit.  When He was 12 

years old they were amazed at His speech and knowledge of Scripture.  When He was 12 years 

old He told His father and mother that He was about His fatherôs business, ñAnd he said unto 

them, How is it that ye sought me?  wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?ò 

(Luke 2:49 KJV).  If when He was only an adolescent He knew so much about Scripture that 

the teachers of the law were amazed, and He told His parents He would be about His fatherôs 

business, I am pretty sure that He talked about His father more than once from the time He was 

an adolescent until He was in His thirties and received the Holy Spirit.  

 

 However, the interesting thing to me is that nobody tried to stone Jesus for the words that He 

said before He received the baptism.  Although after He had received the baptism, the teachers of 

the law were constantly enraged at His speech.  Why did the teachers of the law go from being 

impressed with His speech, to being enraged with His speech?  The reason is: He was no longer 

speaking His own words.  He was speaking the words given to Him by His father, ñFor I did 

not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and 

how to say itò (John 12:49). 
   

 Before the baptism He was speaking from the knowledge that He received from the Holy 

Spirit.  He greatly understood Scripture, having been taught by His father.  However, after 

receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit, He was speaking with power and authority.  Speaking 

as the Spirit gave Him utterance.  Scripture says that we will receive power after the Holy Spirit 
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has come upon us, ñBut you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on youò (Acts 

1:8).  I have definitely seen a dramatic difference in my life and the power of God has been able 

to manifest in my life, since receiving the Holy Spirit.    

      

 I believe that there are 2 forms of submission, ñturning to face/salvationò and ñon their 

back/baptism of the Holy Spirit.ò  Just like starting a colt, they can happen on the same day, or 

they can be years apart from each other (2 kinds of horses, 2 kinds of people).  It all depends on 

the heart.  When we submit on the ground level ñsalvation,ò this enables us to go to heaven and 

the Lord is able to lead us to do jobs.  When we let Him climb on our back, so to speak (baptism 

of the Holy Spirit), He is then able to better direct us and use us to do much more.  Instead of 

feeling like you are being led to do something for the Lord, the Lord is able to speak right to you 

and direct you from within.      

 

 However, once we have received the Holy Spirit and can communicate better, this does not 

mean that we will never run into resistance or tough times.  Receiving the Holy Spirit helps us to 

be able to communicate with God and brings power to our life to build the kingdom of God.  

However, we will never fully accomplish the second level of submission ñtwo becoming one,ò 

until we have completely come into the fullness of Christ, ñTill we all come in the unity of the 

faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 

stature of the fullness of Christò  (Ephesians 4:13).  Just like riding a young horse, we will 

constantly be running into pressure and relief until we learn to stay in Godôs perfect will.  When 

we are in the perfect will of God, we have relief, and when we fall out of it we run into pressure.  

ñéin me ye might have peace.  In the world ye shall have tribulation:ò (John 16:33). 

 

Phases We Must Go Through   
 

 We see that after Jesus was baptized, He performed many miracles and did many great 

things.  However, to complete the example that we would have to follow, He had to die a 

horrible death, an excruciatingly long death.  ñAnd he said to them all, If any man will come 

after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow meò (Luke 9:23).  
Jesus was all spirit, but He came in the Flesh, ñThe Word became flesh and made his dwelling 

among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the 

Father, full of grace and truthò (John 1:14).  He had to kill His flesh for atonement for our sin, 

and to show us what we must go through to be one with God.  In order to come into the fullness 

of Christ, into perfection, we must kill off every ounce of our flesh, every part of our worldly 

behaviors and desires.  ñLikewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 

alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lordò (Romans 6:11).  The same is true with our 

horse.  In order for us to truly become one with our horse, we must get rid of all self-

preservation, fear, doubt, and wanting to do things their way instead of our way.  The only way 

that this will ever happen with our horse or with God is by willing submission, good 

communication, a solid foundation of maneuvers, and a balanced life to direction ratio.  Until 

this happens, we are constantly running into pressure and relief.     

 

 A horse does not go from a wild mustang in the mountains to a bridle horse over night.  Our 

horse must go though phases, and so must we.  The entire last section of the book is dedicated to 

these phases; however, I will give a brief preview.   
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 Jesus was first a seed, a seed that came from God and was planted by the Holy Spirit 

(Matthew 13).  Like Jesus with Mary, we also have seeds planted and they too must be carried 

to term.  Then He was a baby, living off milk , entirely supported by His mother (elementary 

teaching about Christ).  ñYou need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's 

word all over again.  You need milk, not solid food!ò (Hebrews 5:12).  Then He was an 

adolescent, able to eat solid food, and the Holy Spirit and His father began to teach Him, ñBut 

solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish 

good from evilò (Hebrews 5:14).  Jesus then matured into a man and worked as a carpenter into 

His thirties, until His father finished teaching Him.  Then when it was time for His ministry to 

start, He received the Holy Spirit and we see Him enter into the fifth phase of His life, as a 

teacher.  ñThe same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou 

art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God 

be with himò (John 3:2). 
 

 What did Jesus teach?  He taught the Gospel.  However, He did not only teach the Gospel, 

He demonstrated the Gospel.  After receiving the Holy Spirit, we see the power of God 

manifested through Jesus, ñThis beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and 

manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on himò (John 2:11 KJV).  He then 

glorified His father through countless miracles bringing many people to the Lord.  Then Jesusô 

next phase would be a sacrifice.  He had to kill off His flesh to free us of our sins and to be our 

example, ñTherefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as 

living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to Godò (Romans 12:1).  The last phase that Jesus went 

through on earth, before He was taken home by His father, was achieving victory over death, 

ñDeath has been swallowed up in victoryò (1 Corinthians 15:54).  He totally killed off His 

flesh.  Satan could no longer tempt Him and He did away with the Old Covenant.  He then spent 

the last of His time on earth ministering to His disciples in the Spirit. 

 

 I will talk much more about the phases that we must go through in the last section of the 

book.  However, the phases that I just mentioned are the phases that we must go through, and the 

same phases that our horse goes through.  They can basically be divided into 4 phases; man, 

teacher, sacrifice, and victor over death.  First He went through the normal maturing process of a 

man, from a seed to a full -grown man, learning His fatherôs ways.  Then He was a teacher, 

speaking with power and authority, demonstrating the power of God.  Then He became a 

sacrifice, killing off His flesh.  Finally, He conquered death.  He died and was resurrected by His 

father.   

 

 In order to truly become one with our horses, or more importantly with God, we must go 

through the same 4 phases.  First, we must grow from being fed only milk to receiving meat from 

God.  Our horse must go from being drawn away by self-preservation, to being drawn in by 

comfort and companionship, where they can receive the proper groundwork (salvation/growing 

in the Lord).  Then we need to add power to our life by becoming baptized in the Holy Spirit.  

With our horses, once we have done the proper groundwork and they have submitted on the first 

level, then it is time to start on the second level, ñon their back/two becoming one.ò  Then we 

enter into the third phase, where we are constantly running into tribulation and turmoil until we 

have killed off our flesh (self-preservation) and are able to fall into the perfect will of God, ñtwo 

becoming one.ò 
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   As we kill off more of our flesh, we are then better able to communicate with God and 

experience more in the Spirit (unity with God).  The same is true with our horse.  As we begin to 

kill off their self-preservation and they are drawn to stay in our will through comfort and 

companionship, we can then begin to experience ñTrue Unity.ò  Killing off our flesh and 

experiencing more and more in the Spirit comes through God bringing resurrection power into 

our life.  As the ñold manò dies, ñHis purpose was to create in himself one new man out of 

the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through 

the cross, by which he put to death their hostilityò (Ephesians 2:15) and Christ becomes 

formed within us, ñMy dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until 

Christ is formed in youò (Galatians 4:19), we begin leaving this world and become drawn to 

our Father.  We then find ourselves wanting to please God.  We enjoy being with Him and we 

want to stay in our Fatherôs will and never leave.  The same is true with our horse.  I have not 

totally achieved this with God or with my horses yet.  However, I have experienced it and I do 

believe that this is the way God intended it.           

 

Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

 

 It is my belief that we are capable of receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit at any point, 

from a newborn baby Christian to a mature man of God like Jesus was.  This would be the same 

as getting on a young colt the first day you ever work with them, or after doing years of 

groundwork and letting them mature until you are ready to do a job.  Jesus is our example: He 

was the son of God and then He was baptized receiving the Holy Spirit, ñAs soon as Jesus was 

baptized, he went up out of the water.  At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the 

Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on himò (Matthew 3:16).  We first become 

the sons of God and then we are baptized in the Holy Spirit.  When we become born again we 

receive a new creation from God that lives within us, ñTherefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!ò (2 Corinthians 5:17).  This new creation 

is not the Holy Spirit.  The new creation cries out Abba Father, ñBecause you are sons, God 

sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, óAbba, Father.ô  So you 

are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heirò 

(Galatians 4:6-7) and is the brother to Jesus, ñNow if we are children, then we are heirsð

heirs of God and co-heirs with Christò (Romans 8:17).  The Holy Spirit is God; part of the 

trinity, three in one.  The Holy Spirit is not the son of God and the Holy Spirit is not the brother 

of Jesus.   

 

 Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to bring power to the sons of God, ñBut you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit comes on youò (Acts 1:8) and to remind us of Jesusô teachings, ñBut the 

Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things 

and will remind you of everything I have said to youò (John 14:26).  He is also our counselor, 

ñAnd I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you foreverð

the Spirit of truthò (John 14:16-17) and our comforter, ñBut the Comforter, which is the 

Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring 

all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto youò (John 14:26 KJV).  The 

Holy Spirit is here to help the sons of God.  When we accept Jesus into our heart, we become the 

son of God, and then it is through the power of the Holy Spirit manifesting in our life that we are 

able to demonstrate the Gospel as Jesus did.  Jesus said that we would do what He had been 
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doing; we would do even greater things because He was going to the Father, ñI tell you the 

truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.  He will do even greater 

things than these, because I am going to the Fatherò (John 14:12).  I was once baffled by this 

scripture and asked the Lord, ñHow could we possibly do more than Jesus did?  Jesus was the 

son of God!ò  As soon as I said this, I heard the Holy Spirit softly say ñArenôt you the son of 

God?ò 

   

 It had never clicked until that moment that the Spirit living inside me was an actual son of 

God and a brother to Jesus.  The new creation was conceived in the same way Jesus was, by the 

Holy Spirit.  ñThe Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall 

overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called 

the Son of Godò (Luke 1:35 KJV).  Being born again, I had a new being living inside me, ñthe 

spirit of Christ,ò that only wanted to please His father and do His fatherôs will.  This is when I 

fully understood the meaning of being in the flesh and being in Spirit, ñThose who belong to 

Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.  Since we live by 

the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spiritò (Galatians 5:24-25).  This is why Paul said walk 

in the Spirit and we will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh, ñThis I say then, Walk in the Spirit, 

and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the fleshò (Galatians 5:16 KJV).  This is why it is so 

important to kill off our flesh so that the spirit of Christ may be manifested in our body, ñuntil 

Christ is formed in youò (Galatians 4:19).    
 

Hungry for God 

 

 If this does not quite line up with your doctrine, or does not make sense, that is ok.  Ask the 

Lord and let the Lord speak truth to you.  Please, please do not miss the entire theme of this 

book, ñCommunicating with God.ò  This is the New Covenant.  Jesus died so we could return to 

Eden and be taught by our heavenly Father.  Go to God and let God teach you.  God wants to 

teach His children.  However, we have to be willing to let Him teach us.  I do not have children, 

but for you parents, I do not think you would turn your back on one of your kids if they were lost 

and confused.  If they came running to you with their arms open, in desperate need of help, I do 

not see how a parent could turn their back on a young child, on a little kid that only wanted to be 

held and comforted by their parent.   

 

 However, for you parents, donôt you think it would break your heart if you saw one of your 

children crying in anguish, and you held out your arms to pick them up and hold them and they 

ran to someone else; someone else that could never love them and care for them like you could?  

When we are lost and confused we should run to our heavenly Father.  He wants to pick us up, 

love on us, and teach us.  How much does your heavenly Father love you?  Well, picture Jesus 

standing with His hands spread wide apart to embrace you.  Now picture those hands with nails 

driven through them, hanging on a cross for you.  This is how much God loved His children.   

 

 When we picture Jesus hanging on the cross for us, we should fall to our knees, and thank 

Him for taking our sin and giving us eternal life.  However, this is not all He did by dying on the 

cross.  He also opened the lines of communication between God and Man.  The purpose of this 

book is not to teach you about God, but to help you realize that WE CAN BE TAUGHT BY 

GOD, and to inspire you to go boldly to the throne, ñLet us therefore come boldly unto the 
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throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of needò 

(Hebrews 4:16).        
 

 How long did Moses spend on the mountain before he heard from God?  How long did the 

early disciples spend in prayer waiting for God to send the Holy Spirit?  How desperate are you 

to hear from God?  Do you go running to God and fall on your knees praying that He will pick 

you up and teach you?  Or do you go running to man for a quick fix? 

 

 God speaks life to His people, ñThe words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are 

lifeò (John 6:63).  When we start experiencing God, we start experiencing resurrection power in 

our life.  However, as we were given the example by Christ, in order for there to be a 

resurrection, there must first be death.  Jesus did not die a quick death.  It was a long, gruesome, 

and uncomfortable process.  EVERY time in my life when I have come to God and have 

desperately waited to hear from Him with a burning desire in my heart to know Him, He has 

opened up the heavens.  When we are waiting, searching, digging, wanting to know God, we are 

killing off our flesh.  After we start killing off pieces of our flesh, then we can start experiencing 

resurrection life.   

 

 When I was playing football in junior high, they never did let me carry the ball very much.  I 

loved to hit, and I would veer from a straight path to the goal line to turn and hit somebody.  I 

thought how much sweeter it would be to trot over the goal line after knocking somebody on 

their butt.  However, this usually never was the case.  I was such a little fart that I would put 

everything into the hit and after I hit them, if I did knock them down, I would usually trip over 

them.  In the kick returns, I would catch the ball and run as fast as I could at somebody.  It 

wouldnôt matter if it was a lineman twice my size.  I would run full throttle and give everything I 

had in crashing into them (my neck is still sore).  

 

 It wasnôt until high school that I figured out it was ok to dodge people.  I used to get so 

frustrated when I would line up to hit somebody and they would move.  Thatôs why I liked 

hitting big people, because they usually didnôt move.  Instead they would come at me.  I donôt 

understand why Christians are not willing to put their heads down and run through a few walls to 

get to God.  We have to go through a little opposition to get to God.  Jesus told us we would, ñI 

have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have 

trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the worldò (John 16:33).  Often times its people, 

even religious leaders, that is part of the defense keeping us from perfection in Christ.  ñBut the 

unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against the 

brethrenò (Acts 14:2).  However, when we make it through the defense, the victory at the goal 

line is so sweet!  I have made it through and scored a few touchdowns, but I cannot imagine the 

joy we will receive when we have won the game.  Oh what a celebration that will be!  

 

 Scripture says that we cannot serve two masters, ñNo one can serve two masters.  Either he 

will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the otherò 

(Matthew 6:24).  We are either playing for one team or the other; the spirit team (God) or the 

flesh team (the world).  I have definitely scored points for both teams, and one thing I have 

learned is that it is just like football, momentum is everything.  The more points we score, the 

easier it is to keep on scoring.  The more points I score for the spirit team, the easier it is to keep 
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scoring and the tougher the defense gets for the flesh team, and vice versa.  It is as Paul said, 

ñbut I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of 

my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my membersò 

(Romans 7:23).  It is a battle.  What team are you playing for?  Is the primary goal of your 

average day focused on building Godôs kingdom, or your kingdom?  God tells us that there is no 

middle ground.  If we are lukewarm He will spit us out of his mouth, ñSo, because you are 

lukewarmðneither hot nor coldðI am about to spit you out of my mouthò (Revelation 

3:16).  I do not know why, but for some reason I have a strong offense.  I am driving hard for 

either one goal post or the other.  I do not spend much time hanging around in the middle of the 

field.  I have scored plenty of points for the flesh team.  However, my heartôs desire is to be on 

the spirit team and charge for the Lordôs goal posts.                            

 

 I have charged after the Lord at full throttle.  When I received the baptism of the Holy Spirit 

it was as if God handed me a football, and there was nothing that I was going to let stand in the 

way between God and me.  The only thing standing between God and me is my flesh.  When I 

have totally killed my flesh, I will be dead and my Father will resurrect my spirit and take me 

home.  However, the more of my flesh I kill off while being on earth, the more life my Father 

can resurrect in my spirit and the more I can experience God on earth. 

 

 Iôve spent days fasting and praying before the Lord, wanting to know God.  I have gone 

weeks in total anguish in my spirit, desperately wanting to hear from God.  The new creation 

ñcries!ò out Abba Father, ñbut you received the Spirit of sonship.  And by him we cry, 

óAbba, Fatherôò (Romans 8:15).  Romans 8 goes on to say that creation waits for the 

manifestation of the sons of God and is in frustration  until it be delivered from the bondage; the 

whole creation groans and travails.  Even we groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, 

to wit, the redemption of our body, ñThe creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of 

God to be revealed.  For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, 

but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated 

from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.  

We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to 

the present time.  Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 

inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodiesò 

(Romans 8:19-23).  Our spirit desperately wants to hear from God. 

 

 I once spent an entire night freezing, sitting on a 5-gallon bucket, waiting to hear from God.  

That is kind of a funny story.  I wanted to hear from God so badly that I decided I would present 

myself as a living sacrifice, ñTherefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer 

your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to Godðthis is your spiritual act of 

worshipò (Romans 12:1).  I plopped down on a 5-gallon bucket out in the corral and said I 

would not move until I heard from God.  It was in the middle of the summer and it was not very 

cold at all.  It was in the evening and I was wearing a light windbreaker when I decided to wait 

for God. 

   

 It started out great.  I was praying and worshiping the Lord, and became filled with the Holy 

Spirit.  I had a good old time for about a half an hour.  Then the wind started to lightly blow, then 

a little harder, then harder, and in less than an hour from the time I sat down, a storm blew in and 



 100 

it stormed all night.  I no longer felt the Lordôs presence and I shivered all night long.  The next 

morning when the sun was starting to come up the Lord told me to go in the house.  I went in the 

house and climbed under a blanket and shivered for about 40 minutes.  When I warmed up, I fell 

asleep and when I woke up the Lord spoke to me.   

 

 Another time I was confused with all the different doctrines flying around and had a burning 

desire to know the truth.  I spent 3 weeks in torment praying and searching.  One night I spent 

about an hour and a half just praising and worshiping the Lord by myself.  When I went to bed, 

the Lord opened the heavens and poured down on me.  From about 11:00 at night to 6:00 in the 

morning the Lord gave me scripture after scripture, answering all my questions.       

 

 How hungry are you?  Jesus said whoever thirsts let him come to me and he will thirst no 

more, ñbut whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst.  Indeed, the water I give 

him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal lifeò (John 4:14).  However 

hungry and however thirsty you are, God will satisfy.  If you are satisfied with what you have, it 

is hard for God to give you more.  However, if we come to Him in desperate need of 

nourishment, He will never send us away hungry or thirsty, ñThen Jesus declared, óI am the 

bread of life.  He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will 

never be thirstyôò (John 6:35).                
 

Hard Headed Colt 

 

 The Lord is able to speak to me, and the Lord has been able to use me to accomplish much 

more after I received the Holy Spirit.  However, I am like a colt that has a lot of life, sometimes 

it is hard to direct it.  There are 2 kinds of life with our horses and with us, negative and positive.  

The negative form is driven by self-preservation (flesh), and the positive form is driven by 

excitement (Holy Spirit).  The negative form is obviously not very good, and the positive form is 

good as long as it gets direction.  The life of the horse is often driven by the horseôs energy level 

(motivation and determination).  If this motivation and determination is driven by confidence, 

comfort, and companionship in us there will likely be few problems.  However, if this motivation 

and determination is driven by self-preservation, and comfort and companionship away from us, 

we are sure to run into problems.  The same is true in our life with the Lord.  With our horses and 

within ourselves, we need to learn to try to get rid of the negative life, and direct the positive life.  

However, we need to be careful that in directing the positive life we do not do too much 

directing and take away all the life.  I talk more about the importance of keeping a balance 

between the two in the ñDirection and Lifeò chapter of the book.     

 

 If the Lord hadnôt directed my life towards Him, I probably would have been a work-a-holic, 

an alcoholic or a druggy.  I like to go hard at whatever I am doing.  I think this is why the Lord 

let me get Mono, so He could keep me under control, ñTo keep me from becoming conceited 

because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my fleshò (2 

Corinthians 12:7).  There are a lot of horses that have a lot of negative life and no direction.  

Sometimes we need to let them work a little, to get a little life out of them, so we can direct 

them.  Horses with a lot of life I will sometimes put on 3 legs.  I hobble one leg and let them run 

around on 3 legs.  Like us, hopping around on one leg, they get tired a lot sooner and look for 

comfort and relief much sooner.   
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 As the energy starts to decrease, self-preservation decreases and they start looking to me for 

a better deal (companionship).  I am then able to offer them comfort and relief.  When they turn 

and submit to me, then I am able to get on them and accomplish a job.  If I got on them without 

them submitting, then self-preservation might take over causing them to rebel, and I might 

shatter any confidence they had in me.  The Lord does the same thing with us.  He waits for 

willing submission so we do not become slaves and rebel.  However, sometimes God uses a 

hobble, or ropes us and chokes us a little bit, to help us submit a little sooner. 

   

 Chronic Fatigue Syndrome is my hobble.  It doesnôt matter how great a level of 

communication I have with God, if I do not submit my will, then I am like the colt that is running 

and bucking around, with God standing in the middle of the pen holding a halter, shaking His 

head at me.  However, the hobble helps to take away some of my energy (motivation and 

determination) so the Lord can use me.  A high energy level is fine as long as it is driven by 

comfort and companionship and not self-preservation.  When I feel myself start to get tired, I 

know that I have been spending too much time in the world (my flesh), and not enough time with 

the Lord. 

 

   When I reach these times, I know I need to turn to the Lord for comfort and relief, and 

submit to His will.  Every time I do this, I instantly feel relief and close to God.  We then begin 

communicating and set out to do a job together having a blast the whole way.  However, it has to 

be my choice.  God does not force us into unwilling submission.  He gives us free choice.   

 

 We need to remember this when we are working with our horses.  I think this is why the Lord 

gave us dominion over the animals, so we could see what we put God through, and so we could 

see how dumb we are.  How many times have we said, ñYou stupid horse, we just went through 

this yesterdayò?  How many times have we become frustrated with our horses, because we feel 

li ke we have to re-teach them what they should already know?   

 

 How many times does the Lord have to re-teach us?  I guess we should remember, how many 

times God has to remind us that we must submit EVERY area of our life to Him.  I know I must 

be reminded of this daily, so does a horse.  I do not always react to the coltôs self-preservation 

with the same patience and compassion that the Lord does with me.  However, I have found that 

if I try to imitate God, acting with patience and compassion while being firm and consistent, it 

does not take long at all and the colt falls perfectly in line. 

                

 God always gives us free choice.  When God walks out into the pasture to catch us, if we run 

to the other side, He will not chase us.  He will only move us to a pasture with no food and 

water.  When we get hungry and thirsty enough, He will be standing there to catch us and lead us 

to cold water to drink and good food (salvation/rededication).  Once He has us nourished, then 

He will ask us to do a job.  He will try to get on us (baptism/sanctification) and if we will not let 

him, He will make us work until we have nothing left and turn to Him for comfort and relief 

(prodigal son).  Some of us He makes work really hard and we give in quickly, and with others 

He is very patient.  Some people never do let God direct them from their back and spend their 

life being led by God. 
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 God does different things with different people.  Some people He halter breaks and starts 

riding them to do a job, all in the same day (salvation and baptism).  With these He does a lot of 

teaching from the back.  There is often a lot of life and not a lot of direction.  Many times there is 

a lot of self-preservation, and these colts often try to run away and fall back into their old ways.  

However, once the Lord is able to direct the life and other people do not get in the way 

(religion), He is able to accomplish a lot. 

   

 With others, He halter breaks them and does a lot more groundwork before He gets on them.  

With these, they may not have as much life when He gets on their back.  However, they usually 

have a lot better direction and are more trustworthy, with less self-preservation.  With these the 

Lord is usually trying to bring the life up, because they may have gotten a little numb from being 

handled so much on the ground.  If God is the only person that has done the groundwork, the 

person is not numb.  However, most of the time other people have handled the person, and they 

may be a little numb and might have to run into some resistance to get soft again.  

 

 I speak more about salvation and the baptism of the Holy Spirit in the ñSolid Foundation of 

Maneuvers (Mechanical)ò chapter of the book, and I talk more about trying to work with 

unhandled and handled horses in the ñTwo Kinds of Horses and Two Kinds of Peopleò chapter 

of the book.  If there is some stuff that does not line up with your doctrine that is ok.  When 

going to men to learn about God, we need to learn to eat the meat and throw out the bone.  It is 

like anything with our horse or with God, it is not real until you experience it.  All I know is that 

I see 2 different levels of submission with my horse and I have gone through 2 different levels of 

submission with God.  The level of my communication with God has been black and white, or 

day and night, before I received the baptism compared with after.  The 2 levels have proven to be 

true in my life, and it speaks true to me in Scripture. 
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~Two Kinds of Horses and Two Kinds of 

People~ 
 

A) First Type of Horse: Those that havenôt been handled 
 - It takes longer to gain trust.  

 - But relief, comfort, and companionship are much easier to attain.    

 - Very little pressure has to be applied for them to turn to you for relief, only time. 

 - No false teachings ï when pressure is applied they usually give. 

 

B) Second Type of Horse: Those that have been handled 

 - Trust, comfort, and companionship have already been established.   

 - But is very hard to establish the need for you. 

 - In many cases, a great deal of pressure must be applied for relief to have meaning.   

  - May have developed false teachings.  They lean into pressure instead of giving. 

 

Those that havenôt been handled ï Gentiles (God can teach) 

Prodigal Son: repentant, heart is open, hungry, desperate need of food 

  

Those that have been handled ï Pharisees (Religion ï man has taught)   

- Much more difficult  

Older Son: angry, hard heart, not hungry, will not eat  

 
 There are basically 2 kinds of horses and 2 kinds of people, those that have been handled, 

and those that havenôt.  It is much easier for me to work with a horse that has not been handled.  I 

can start fresh, and I know that there are no hard spots or braces that I have to try to get out.  If 

the horse has been around people, and has learned to not be afraid of people and trust, that is 

fine.  It is when people try to train the horse, but have no feel or timing, forcing them into 

unwilling submission, that I have a lot of work to undo what they have done.  I think the Lord 

thinks the same thing sometimes and so did Paul, ñBut I fear, lest by any means, as the 

serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the 

simplicity that is in Christò (2 Corinthians 11:3 KJV).  ñFor if someone comes to you and 

preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from 

the one you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it 

easily enoughò (2 Corinthians 11:4).   
 

 When we come to the Lord hungry and wanting to learn, God is so faithful to teach us and 

train us into perfection.  ñAll scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God 

may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good worksò (2 Timothy 3:16-17 KJV).  

Through the Holy Spirit bringing life to the Scripture, ñHe has made us competent as ministers 

of a new covenant-not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 

lifeò (2 Corinthians 3:6).  God is able to teach us.  ñBut the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom 

the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of 
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everything I have said to youò (John 14:26).  It is when we come to Him with our head filled 

with religious beliefs taught by man (instead of God), that the lines of communication get shut 

off.  If we have been taught only by man and have developed braces and hard spots, it is hard for 

the Lord to communicate with us.  Just like our horses, when we have developed these braces 

and hard spots, we often have to go through some pretty tough tribulation and hard times, 

running into pressure, before we can get soft.  

  

 The Bible says in the last days people will have a form of godliness but denying its power.  

ñThere will be terrible times in the last days.  People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 

money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without 

love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 

treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of Godðhaving a form 

of godliness but denying its powerò (2 Timothy 3:1-5).  This power does not come from 

religion; it comes from accepting Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, and then the power of the 

Holy Spirit working through you.  ñBut you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 

on youò (Acts 1:8).  If you are lacking power in your life, let the Holy Spirit work through you 

and let God teach you.  I am not only talking about power to raise the dead and heal the sick, but 

simple things like making it through the day after a tragedy has struck, and loving the unlovable 

neighbor.   

 

 Donôt be like the Pharisees that were so caught up in religion that they did not recognize God 

trying to teach them when He was right in front of their face.  Jesus is here and He wants to teach 

you.  Paul, one of the greatest apostles of all, did not know Jesus before He died.  However, he 

knew Him well after His death and resurrection, ñAnd he fell to the earth, and heard a voice 

saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?ò (Acts 9:4).  Paul talked about seeing 

Jesus, ñAm I not an apostle?  Have I not seen Jesus our Lord?ò (1 Corinthians 9:1), being 

with Jesus, ñand last of all he appeared to me alsoò (1 Corinthians 15:8), and He had a great 

relationship with Him, ñFor I am in a strait between two, having a desire to depart and to be with 

Christ; which is far
 
better:  Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful

 
for

 
youò (Philippians 

1:24 KJV).   
 

 Paulôs relationship with Jesus was just as deep and intimate after His death as the other 

apostlesô relationship was before His death.  STOP and really think about this.  Paul saw Jesus!  

Paul was a disciple of Jesus, taught by Jesus Christ Himself.  ñBut I certify you, brethren, that 

the gospel that was preached of me is not after man.  For I neither received it of man, 

neither was I taught it, but by revelation of Jesus Christò (Galatians 1:11-12 KJV).  ñBut 

when it pleased God, who separated me from my motherôs womb, and called me by his 

grace, to reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I 

conferred not with flesh and blood.  Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were the 

apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.  Then after 

three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen daysò 
(Galatians 1:15-18 KJV).  Are you living in the flesh waiting for a day in the far off distance 

when Jesus will return?  Or are you spending time in the Spirit being taught by Jesus, like Paul 

did?  Is this even possible, can we be taught by Jesus like the disciples?  I guess to a lot of people 

this depends on your doctrine.  Well, let me give you some things to think about.   

 




